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NOTICE 

 
 

 

 
Page  

A. ANNOUNCEMENTS   
B. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL:   
C. PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS:   

All public hearing items to follow the following order.  
a. City Briefing (Staff, City Engineer, City Solicitor) 
b. Presentation and comments from applicant 
c. Public Comments 

 

 
 1. Public Hearing regarding Ord 2-26 - A proposed ordinance to amend Chapter 

197, “Zoning,” Section 197-46.1, of the Municipal Code of the City of Lewes 
“Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs)". 
(Current Ordinance) 
   
DRAFT ADU ORDINANCE 4.13.2026 REDLINED VERSION 
DRAFT ADU ORDINANCE 4.13.2026 
Draft Ordinance - ADUs 03.25.26 
Draft Ordinance ADUs 02.02.26 
Public Comments Summary- Ordinance 2-26 (ADU) 
Supporting Docs - Gail VanGilder Public Comment 

3 - 23 

 
 2. Public hearing regarding proposed amendments to the language of the City of 

Lewes Charter to include the Resiliency Fund.   
Draft Resolution Proposing Resiliency Fund Charter Amendment 05.04.26 
2026 05 04 Public Hearing - Public Comments from Thierry Poirey 

25 - 32 

 
D. CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING AND OPEN SPECIAL MEETING   
 1. Dicussion and possible action regarding proposed amendments to the 

language of the City of Lewes Charter to include the Resiliency Fund.   
 

 
E. PUBLIC COMMENT:   
F. ADJOURNMENT:  
Join from PC, Mac, iPad, or Android: 
The Zoom link can be found at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81702467699?pwd=B3lFbedGYlAHK5TnZOFCm2HdhJYR01.1 
Webinar ID: 860 8992 1359 
Passcode: 623074 
International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keznc6BWda 
Pursuant to 29 Del. C. § 10004(e)(3) this Agenda is subject to change; including addition or deletion of items or Executive Sessions. Agenda items 
may not be considered in sequence and therefore, should not be relied upon by any member of the public. To request special accommodations for 
persons with disabilities please contact the City Hall office at (302) 645-7777, at least 72 hours in advance of a meeting. 
The City of Lewes strives to make our public meetings widely available through Zoom and YouTube broadcasts. While the City is committed to 
continuing this access, pursuant to 29 Del. Code, §10006A, technological failure does not affect the validity of these meetings, nor the validity of any 
action taken in these meetings. 

The Bonnie Osler Meeting Room is located at 101 Adams Avenue, Lewes DE 
Agenda Posted: 04/27/2026    Posted By:ASA 

https://www.ci.lewes.de.us/DocumentCenter/View/4445/ORD-3-24-Accessory-Dwelling-Units-Fully-Executed?bidId=
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81702467699?pwd=B3lFbedGYlAHK5TnZOFCm2HdhJYR01.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keznc6BWda
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TOPIC: Draft Ordinance –Accessory Dwelling Units  

VERSION: March 18, 2026 

PRESENTATION: TBD 

1 

 

AN ORDINANCE 1 
TO AMEND CHAPTER 197, “ZONING”, SECTION 197-46.1(F), “ACCESSORY 2 

DWELLING UNITS (ADUS)” OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF LEWES 3 
RELATING TO ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS 4 

 5 
WHEREAS, on September 9, 2024, the Mayor and City Council adopted an ordinance 6 

relating to the regulation of accessory dwelling units; and 7 
 8 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council find it is in the best interest of the City of 9 

Lewes to update said regulations; and 10 
 11 

WHEREAS, Title 22, Chapter 3, Section 301 of the Delaware Code provides that “[f]or 12 
the purpose of promoting health, safety, morals or the general welfare of the community, the 13 
legislative body of cities and incorporated towns may regulate and restrict the height, number of 14 
stories and size of buildings and other structures, percentage of lot that may be occupied, the size 15 
of yards, courts and other open spaces, the density of population, and the location and use of 16 
buildings, structures and land for trade, industry, residence or other purposes”; and 17 

 18 
WHEREAS, Section 38 of the Charter of The City of Lewes provides that the above-19 

referenced grant of power “shall embrace new buildings or additions to or alterations of existing 20 
structures of every kind; to condemn buildings or structures, or portions thereof, that constitute a 21 
fire menace and to require or cause same to be torn down, removed or so altered as to eliminate 22 
the menace of fires; to prescribe the height and thickness of any building and the kind and grade 23 
of materials used in the construction thereof”; and 24 
 25 

WHEREAS, Chapter 197, Zoning, Section 197-104, Text and map amendments, of the 26 
Municipal Code of the City of Lewes provides that any amendment to the Zoning Ordinance shall 27 
be made after a public hearing following fifteen (15) days’ notice by publication in an official 28 
paper or a paper of general circulation in the City. Accord 22 Del. C. § 304; and  29 

 30 
WHEREAS, at least fifteen (15) days’ notice of such hearing was provided by publishing 31 

notice of the time and place of such hearing in an official paper or newspaper of general circulation 32 
in the City; and  33 
 34 

WHEREAS, public hearings were conducted on March 2, 2026, and April __, 2026. 35 
 36 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and City Council, in session met, a quorum pertaining 37 
at all times thereto, in the manner following to-wit: 38 
 39 
 40 
 41 
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TOPIC: Draft Ordinance –Accessory Dwelling Units  

VERSION: March 18, 2026 

PRESENTATION: TBD 

2 

 

 Section 1.  Chapter 197, Zoning, Section 197-46.1, Accessory dwelling units 42 
(ADUs), is hereby further amended by making insertions as shown by underlining and deletions 43 
as shown by strikethrough as follows: 44 

 45 
§ 197-46.1 Accessory dwelling units (ADUs). 46 
 47 
. . . . 48 
 49 
F. Requirements. 50 
 51 

(1) Prior to constructing, converting, altering, erecting, improving, or otherwise modifying an 52 
ADU, a building permit for an accessory dwelling unit must be applied for and issued by 53 
the Planning and Building Department. No more than 40 accessory dwelling unit building 54 
permits may be issued within 12 months of September 9, 2024. After the first year, there 55 
is no limit on the number of ADUs that may be issued unless a separate number is 56 
determined by the Mayor and City Council. 57 
 58 

(2) A City of Lewes building permit is required for any work in connection with the creation 59 
of an ADU as identified in Chapter 70. 60 
 61 

(3) An ADU shall not be used or occupied in whole or in part, and a change of occupancy of 62 
an ADU shall not be made, until the Planning and Building Department has issued a 63 
certificate of occupancy for the accessory dwelling unit. 64 
 65 

(4) The property owner must submit a signed and notarized accessory dwelling unit property 66 
owner affidavit prior to receiving an accessory dwelling unit building permit certificate of 67 
occupancy, as a condition of having an ADU on the property. This affidavit is provided 68 
by the City and must be recorded at the Recorder of Deeds in and for Sussex County 69 
prior to submission to the City. 70 
 71 

(5) Any fraud, material misrepresentations, or false statements contained in the attestations, 72 
required documentation, or correlating materials associated with securing approval for an 73 
ADU shall be grounds for immediate revocation of a certificate of occupancy for the 74 
accessory dwelling unit. Furthermore, all requirements herein shall be continuously 75 
maintained throughout the duration of the certificate of occupancy for the accessory 76 
dwelling unit. 77 
 78 

(6) No more than one ADU shall be permitted on a single lot. 79 
 80 

(7) The property owner must occupy and reside in either the principal dwelling unit or the 81 
ADU as their principal legal residence. 82 
 83 
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TOPIC: Draft Ordinance –Accessory Dwelling Units  

VERSION: March 18, 2026 

PRESENTATION: TBD 

3 

 

(8) One additional off-street parking space is required for an ADU, in addition to the number 84 
of spaces required for the existing primary dwelling (§ 197-61). 85 
 86 

(9) An ADU shall not be sublet. 87 
 88 

(10) An ADU shall not be used as a short-term rental (Ch. 150). 89 
 90 

(11) Upon a change in occupancy of an ADU, the property owner agrees to allow the 91 
Planning and Building Department the right to inspect the ADU to confirm attestations of 92 
all previously submitted application information and applicable code requirements. 93 
Inspections shall be performed at an agreed upon time with no less than 48 hours prior 94 
notice, except in the case of an immediate threat to public safety. Nonresponse to or 95 
refusal of an inspection shall be grounds for the suspension of an accessory dwelling unit 96 
certificate of occupancy. 97 
 98 

(12) An ADU shall not be used for commercial use. 99 
 100 

(13) Prior to a new tenant moving into the ADU, an inspection shall be performed by the City 101 
of Lewes. 102 
 103 

     (14) Existing ADUs. An ADU that was in existence as of January 1, 2027, as evidenced by 104 
City rental licensing records (an “Existing ADU”), shall be exempt from the requirements 105 
of §§ 197-46.1(F)(7), (8), and (10), provided that the property owner submits evidence of 106 
gross receipts rental tax (“GRRT”) to the City for each calendar year. In the event that no 107 
GRRT is submitted to the City for two consecutive calendar years, the exemption 108 
provided by this subsection shall terminate and the property owner shall be required to 109 
comply with all requirements of § 197-46.1(F). 110 
 111 
Section 2. If any provision of this Ordinance shall be deemed or held to be invalid or 112 

unenforceable for any reason whatsoever, such invalidity or unenforceability shall not affect any 113 
other provision of this Ordinance which may be given effect without such invalid or 114 
unenforceable provision, and to this end, the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to 115 
be severable.  116 
 117 
 118 

Section 3.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption by the 119 
Mayor and City Council. 120 
 121 
I, Timothy Ritzert, Secretary of the City Council of the City of Lewes, do hereby certify that the 122 
foregoing is a true and correct copy of the ordinance passed by Mayor and City Council at its 123 
regular meeting on ___________________, at which a quorum was present and voting throughout 124 
and the same is still in full force and effect.  125 
 126 
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TOPIC: Draft Ordinance –Accessory Dwelling Units  

VERSION: March 18, 2026 

PRESENTATION: TBD 

4 

 

 127 
      _____________________________ 128 
        Secretary  129 
 130 
SYNOPSIS: This Ordinance amends accessory dwelling unit requirements in two respects. First, 131 
it adds a new subsection which exempts ADUs in existence as of January 1, 2027, from the 132 
owner-occupancy requirement, the additional parking requirement, and the prohibition on the use 133 
of an ADU as a short-term rental. If no gross receipts rental tax is submitted for two consecutive 134 
calendar years, the above-mentioned exemption terminates. Second, it ties the owner-occupancy 135 
affidavit to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy rather than the building permit.  136 
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TOPIC: Draft Ordinance –Accessory Dwelling Units  

VERSION: February 2, 2026 

PRESENTATION: TBD 

1 

 

AN ORDINANCE 1 
TO AMEND CHAPTER 197, “ZONING”, SECTION 197-46.1(F), “ACCESSORY 2 

DWELLING UNITS (ADUS)” OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF LEWES 3 
RELATING TO ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS 4 

 5 
WHEREAS, on September 9, 2024, the Mayor and City Council adopted an ordinance 6 

relating to the regulation of accessory dwelling units; and 7 
 8 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council find it is in the best interest of the City of 9 

Lewes to update said regulations; and 10 
 11 

WHEREAS, Title 22, Chapter 3, Section 301 of the Delaware Code provides that “[f]or 12 
the purpose of promoting health, safety, morals or the general welfare of the community, the 13 
legislative body of cities and incorporated towns may regulate and restrict the height, number of 14 
stories and size of buildings and other structures, percentage of lot that may be occupied, the size 15 
of yards, courts and other open spaces, the density of population, and the location and use of 16 
buildings, structures and land for trade, industry, residence or other purposes”; and 17 

 18 
WHEREAS, Section 38 of the Charter of The City of Lewes provides that the above-19 

referenced grant of power “shall embrace new buildings or additions to or alterations of existing 20 
structures of every kind; to condemn buildings or structures, or portions thereof, that constitute a 21 
fire menace and to require or cause same to be torn down, removed or so altered as to eliminate 22 
the menace of fires; to prescribe the height and thickness of any building and the kind and grade 23 
of materials used in the construction thereof”; and 24 
 25 

WHEREAS, Chapter 197, Zoning, Section 197-104, Text and map amendments, of the 26 
Municipal Code of the City of Lewes provides that any amendment to the Zoning Ordinance shall 27 
be made after a public hearing following fifteen (15) days’ notice by publication in an official 28 
paper or a paper of general circulation in the City. Accord 22 Del. C. § 304; and  29 

 30 
WHEREAS, at least fifteen (15) days’ notice of such hearing was provided by publishing 31 

notice of the time and place of such hearing in an official paper or newspaper of general circulation 32 
in the City; and  33 
 34 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was conducted on February __, 2026. 35 
 36 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and City Council, in session met, a quorum 37 
pertaining at all times thereto, in the manner following to-wit: 38 
 39 
 40 
 41 
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TOPIC: Draft Ordinance –Accessory Dwelling Units  

VERSION: February 2, 2026 

PRESENTATION: TBD 

2 

 

 Section 1.  Chapter 197, Zoning, Section 197-46.1, Accessory dwelling units 42 
(ADUs), is hereby further amended by making insertions as shown by underlining and deletions 43 
as shown by strikethrough as follows: 44 

 45 
§ 197-46.1 Accessory dwelling units (ADUs). 46 
 47 
. . . . 48 
 49 
F. Requirements. 50 

 51 
(7)  In the event tThe property owner does not must occupy and reside in either the 52 
principal dwelling unit or the ADU as their principal legal residence., the property owner 53 
shall designate an individual to serve as a local contact person, who shall be available 24 54 
hours a day to accept telephone calls from the City and, if requested by the City, respond 55 
physically to any rented dwellings on the property within a reasonable time period, not to 56 
exceed two hours, when the dwellings are rented and occupied.  57 

 58 
 59 

Section 2. If any provision of this Ordinance shall be deemed or held to be invalid or 60 
unenforceable for any reason whatsoever, such invalidity or unenforceability shall not affect any 61 
other provision of this Ordinance which may be given effect without such invalid or 62 
unenforceable provision, and to this end, the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to 63 
be severable.  64 
 65 
 66 

Section 3.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption by the 67 
Mayor and City Council. 68 
 69 
I, Timothy Ritzert, Secretary of the City Council of the City of Lewes, do hereby certify that the 70 
foregoing is a true and correct copy of the ordinance passed by Mayor and City Council at its 71 
regular meeting on ___________________, at which a quorum was present and voting throughout 72 
and the same is still in full force and effect.  73 
 74 
 75 
      _____________________________ 76 
        Secretary  77 
 78 
SYNOPSIS: This Ordinance amends accessory dwelling unit requirements. Specifically, it 79 
eliminates the owner-occupancy requirement for ADUs and establishes a local contact 80 
requirement for ADUs that are not owner-occupied.   81 
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Summary of Public Comments – Ordinance 2-26 (Accessory Dwelling 

Units) 

Category Count/Details 
Total number of comments 5 

A. # of comments in support 2 

B. # of comments in opposition 3 

C. # of 'other' comments 0 
  

Topics addressed in the comments 

included 

 

- Requests that existing ADUs be 

grandfathered or recognized as legal 

nonconforming uses 

Raised by 3 commenters 

- Opposition to the ADU ordinance or 

proposed changes due to concerns about 

increased density, parking limitations, and 

impacts to neighborhood character 

Raised by 2 commenters  

- Concerns regarding impacts on property 

values, property rights, and potential 

financial harm to owners who purchased 

properties under prior regulations 

Raised by 2 commenters 

- Support for eliminating the owner-

residency requirement to preserve existing 

long-term rental housing 

Raised by 1 commenter 

- Concerns that existing ADU owners 

were not adequately consulted during 

development of the ordinance or review 

process 

Raised by 1 commenter 

- Concerns that certain requirements (e.g., 

owner residency, off-street parking) may 

be impossible for older properties to meet 

Raised by 1 commenter 

- Support for enforcing existing zoning 

ordinances and allowing the current ADU 

ordinance to remain in place while 

reviewing the broader rental ordinance 

and future zoning policies 

Raised by 1 commenter 

- Concerns that increasing housing supply 

without safeguards could lead to more 

short-term rentals, increased density, and 

reduced quality of life 

Raised by 1 commenter 
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160 

Ten 
Principles 
for 
Responsible 
Tourism 
EDWARD T. McMAHON 

If a destination becomes too 

crowded, too commercial, 

or too much like every other 

place, then why should tourists 

bother to go there? 

Half Dome rises above Yosemite Valley In 
Yosemite National Park, California. 

WHERE DID YOU GO ON YOUR last vaca­

tion? Was it rewarding and satisfying? 

Would you recommend it to a friend? Did 

the destinalion meet your expectations, or 

were you disappointed? Did traffic conges· 

tion, dirty air, crowded beaches, slipshod 

service, or excessive commercialism leave 

you feeling frustrated and cheated? 

Tourism is big business. Americans spend 

more than $Boo billion a year on travel and 

recreational pursuits away from home. Tour­

ism is one of the three largest industries in 

every American state and a critical factor in 

the U.S. and world economies. 

However, tourism is also a double-edged 

sword. On one hand, it provides commu· 

nities with many benefits: new jobs, an 

expanded tax base, enhanced infrastruc­

ture, improved facilities, and an expanded 

market for local products, art, and handi­

crafts. In short, It can be an important tool 

for community revitalization. On the other 

hand, it can create problems and burdens 

for communities such as crowding, traffic 

congestion, noise, increased crime, haphaz­

ard development, cost-of-living increases, 

and degraded resources. 

"The impacts of tourism on a commu­

nity can be beneficial if planned and man­

aged, or extremely damaging if left without 

controls," says Michael Kelly, former chair-

URBAN LANO SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 201S 

man of the American Planning Associa· 

tion's tourism planning division. 

Mass-Market and Sustainable 

Tourism 

How does a community maximize lhe ben· 

efits of tourism while minimizing the prob· 

lems? First, communities need to recognize 

the differences between mass-market tour­

ism and sustainable tourism. Mass-market 

tourism is all about "heads in beds." 1t is 

a high-volume, hi�h-impact but low-yield 

approach. A classic example is Fort Lauder· 

dale, Florida. 

Tourism is about more than 

marketing. It is also about 

protecting and enhancing the 

product communities are 

trying to promote. 

In the 1970s and 1980s, Fort Lauderdale 

was the "spring break capital" of America. 

City officials thought it was a great idea to 

invite hundreds of thousands of college 

students to visit for a few weeks each year. 

What they did not count on was that the 

college kids would sleep six to eight to a 

room and that the only thing they would 

spend money on was beer. The city had to 

hire extra police and cleanup crews, and 

soon Fort Lauderdale had a reputation as 

an out-of-control town full of drunken col· 

lege kids. 

Today, Fort Lauderdale is no longer the 

spring break capital. It may not have as 

many tourists as it once did, but the tour­

ists who do visit are older and more afflu­

ent. They sleep two to a room; they dine 

at fancy restaurants and shop in high-end 

stores; their presence does not require the 

city to hire extra police and cleanup crews. 

Sustainable tourism is lower volume and 

lower impact, but has a higher yield. 

In order to understand mass-market tour­

ism, think about mega-hotels, theme parks, 

chain stores, and the new generation of 

Supporting Documents provided by Gail 

VanGilder during public comment at the May 

4, 2026 Mayor and Council Public Hearing 

Page 19 of 32



Page 20 of 32



Page 21 of 32



Page 22 of 32



Page 23 of 32



Page 24 of 32



  Version: Draft – May 4, 2026 Meeting  

 1 
 2 

 3 

A RESOLUTION  4 

OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LEWES, DELAWARE, 5 

TO PURSUE AMENDMENTS TO THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF LEWES, 6 

CHAPTER 170, VOLUME 57, LAWS OF DELAWARE, AS AMENDED, 7 

RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE LEWES RESILIENCY FUND. 8 

 9 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Lewes have conducted a 10 

review of the Charter of the City of Lewes and agreed to seek an amendment to the Charter 11 

of the City of Lewes (the “Charter”) in an effort to promote the long-term economic and 12 

environmental resilience of the City of Lewes; and 13 

 14 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Lewes deem it desirable to 15 

establish a dedicated Lewes Resiliency Fund within the Charter to provide a permanent, 16 

restricted source of funding for the enhancement of the City’s ability to withstand and adapt 17 

to environmental challenges inherent in a coastal community; and  18 

 19 

WHEREAS, the proposed Charter amendment would establish the Lewes Resiliency 20 

Fund within the Charter for the purpose of protecting our local economy and City operations 21 

through investments in sustainable infrastructure, ecosystem restoration, flood mitigation, and 22 

community-driven solutions; and  23 

 24 

WHEREAS, the proposed Charter amendment would restrict the use of the funds 25 

exclusively to resiliency mitigation, prevention, and post-disaster activities, prohibiting use 26 

for ongoing City operations; and  27 

 28 

WHEREAS, the proposed Charter amendment would require a supermajority vote 29 

of the City Council to authorize expenditures from the Fund, except in emergency 30 

circumstances; and  31 

 32 

WHEREAS, the proposed Charter amendment would clarify that the establishment 33 

and maintenance of the Fund does not constitute municipal debt and does not create any 34 

borrowing obligation of the City; and  35 

 36 

WHEREAS, the proposed Charter amendment would authorize the Mayor and City 37 

Council, by resolution, to establish a funding formula or other mechanism for deposits into 38 

the Fund; and  39 
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 40 

 41 

WHEREAS, the proposed Charter amendment would require the affirmative vote of 42 

at least four (4) of the five (5) members of the City Council to abolish the Fund or transfer 43 

Fund assets to any other City fund or purpose, thereby ensuring appropriate protection for the 44 

Fund’s dedicated resources; and  45 

 46 

WHEREAS, on May 12, 2025, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Lewes 47 

adopted a Resolution establishing the Lewes Resiliency Fund, evidencing the City’s 48 

commitment to long-term environmental resilience and the protection of dedicated resiliency 49 

resources; and  50 

 51 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Lewes now desire to further 52 

protect the Lewes Resiliency Fund by enshrining its establishment, purpose, and fiscal 53 

safeguards in the Charter, thereby providing a permanent and durable foundation that cannot 54 

be altered without specific legislative action; and  55 

 56 

57 

58 

 59 

  

WHEREAS, on May 4, 2026, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Lewes  held 

a properly noticed public hearing regarding the proposed changes to the City Charter and  
considered additional public feedback.  

 60 

 61 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Lewes provided ample and 62 

meaningful opportunity for public comment in relation to the aforementioned proposed City 63 

Charter changes; and  64 

 65 

 66 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of the 67 

City of Lewes, Delaware, in session met on the ________ day of _______, 2026, that:  68 

 69 

Section 1.  The Mayor and City Council of the City of Lewes shall pursue Charter 70 

Amendments relating to the aforementioned Charter provisions in accordance with the Act 71 

attached hereto as EXHIBIT A, titled: 72 

 73 

 74 

AN ACT TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF LEWES  75 

TO ESTABLISH A DEDICADED FUND KNOWN AS  
THE LEWES RESILIENCY FUND 

 76 

 77 

 78 

Section 2.  The Mayor and City Council of the City of Lewes hereby request that 79 

the Delaware General Assembly pass, and that the Governor of the State of Delaware sign, 80 

the Act attached hereto as EXHIBIT A. 81 

 82 

 83 

Section 3.  This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon its adoption by the 84 

Mayor and City Council of the City of Lewes.   85 
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 86 

Adopted by the Mayor and City Council 87 

of the City of Lewes 88 

________________ 89 

 90 

I, Timothy Ritzert, Secretary of the City Council of the City of Lewes, do hereby 91 

certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the Resolution passed by the Mayor and 92 

City Council at its meeting on ______________, at which a quorum was present and voting 93 

throughout and the same is still in full force and effect. 94 

 95 

 96 

_________________________________ 97 

Secretary of City Council 98 

City of Lewes 99 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

 

 

SPONSOR: Sen. ___________ 

 Rep. ___________ 

 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

153rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

HOUSE BILL NO. ______ 

 

AN ACT TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF LEWES TO ESTABLISH A DEDICATED FUND 

KNOWN AS THE LEWES RESILIENCY FUND FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENHANCING THE CITY’S 

ABILITY TO WITHSTAND AND ADAPT TO ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES AND TO FACILITATE 

RECOVERY FROM WEATHER EVENTS INHERENT TO A COASTAL COMMUNITY. 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE (Two-thirds of all members 

elected to each house thereof concurring therein): 

 

Section 1.  Amend the Charter of the City of Lewes by inserting a new Section 20B to read as follows: 1 

Section 20B. Lewes Resiliency Fund.  2 

(a) The Mayor and City Council shall establish and maintain a dedicated fund to be known as the Lewes Resiliency 3 

Fund (the “Fund”). The purpose of the Fund shall be the enhancement of the City’s ability to withstand and adapt to 4 

environmental challenges and to facilitate recovery from weather events inherent to a coastal community, including 5 

but not limited to investments in sustainable infrastructure, ecosystem restoration, flood mitigation, and community-6 

driven climate solutions.  7 

(b) Moneys deposited into the Fund shall be used exclusively for resiliency mitigation, prevention, response, and 8 

post-disaster activities. Except as provided in subsection (e), the Fund shall not be used for routine or ongoing City 9 

operations. The Mayor and City Council may, by resolution, further define and clarify allowable uses of the Fund, 10 

provided such uses remain consistent with the purposes of this Section.  11 

(c) The Mayor and City Council may, by resolution, establish and amend a funding formula or other mechanism for 12 

periodic deposits into the Fund.  13 

(d) Except as provided in subsection (e), no moneys shall be expended from the Fund except upon the affirmative 14 

vote of at least four (4) of the five (5) members of the City Council.  15 

(e) In the event of a sudden emergency affecting the City, including emergencies recognized under the City’s 16 

Emergency Operations Plan, including but not limited to a major fire, flood, storm, toxic spill, or any emergency 17 

declared by Sussex County, the State of Delaware, or the Federal government whose scope includes the City, the 18 

Mayor, or the Deputy Mayor in the Mayor’s absence, may unilaterally authorize expenditures of Fund moneys when 19 

immediate action is necessary to protect life, property, or critical infrastructure and there is insufficient time for the 20 
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City Council to convene. Any such emergency expenditure shall be reported to the City Council as soon as 21 

practicable and presented to the City Council for review at its next regular meeting.  22 

(f) The establishment and maintenance of the Fund shall not constitute or create municipal debt or any obligation of 23 

the City.  24 

(g) The abolition of the Fund or the transfer of Fund assets to any other City fund or purpose shall require the 25 

affirmative vote of at least four (4) of the five (5) members of the City Council. 26 

Section 2.  If any provision of this Act shall be deemed or held to be invalid or unenforceable for any 27 

reason whatsoever, then such invalidity or unenforceability shall not affect any other provision of this Act that may 28 

be given effect without the invalid or unenforceable provision, and to this end, the provisions of this Act are hereby 29 

declared to be severable.  30 

SYNOPSIS 

This Act amends the Charter for the City of Lewes to add a new Section 20B establishing the Lewes Resiliency Fund 

(the “Fund”). The Fund is a dedicated municipal fund whose purpose is to enhance the City’s ability to withstand and adapt 

to environmental challenges and to facilitate recovery from weather events inherent to a coastal community, including 

investments in sustainable infrastructure, ecosystem restoration, flood mitigation, and community-driven climate solutions. 

Moneys in the Fund may be used exclusively for resiliency mitigation, prevention, response, and post-disaster activities as 

further defined by the Mayor and City Council by resolution. The Fund may not be used for routine or ongoing City 

operations, nor shall the Fund constitute or create municipal debt. The Mayor and City Council may, by resolution, establish 

a funding formula for deposits into the Fund. Expenditure of Fund moneys generally requires the affirmative vote of at least 

four (4) of the five (5) members of the City Council; provided, however, that in the event of a sudden emergency, the Mayor, 

or the Deputy Mayor in the Mayor’s absence, may unilaterally authorize emergency expenditures from the Fund when 

immediate action is necessary and there is insufficient time for the City Council to convene, subject to Council review at its 

next regular meeting. Abolition of the Fund or transfer of its assets likewise requires a supermajority vote of at least four (4) 

of the five (5) members of the City Council. 
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