
 

 HISTORIC PRESERVATION ARCHITECTURAL 
REVIEW COMMISSION  

Thursday, May 7, 2026, 6:00 PM 
The Bonnie Osler Meeting Room 

 Regular Meeting  
AGENDA 

 
 

 

 
Page  

A. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL   
B. OPEN PUBLIC HEARING   
C. PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS:   
 1. Public hearing regarding H-3-26 on behalf of Groome Church requesting 

demolition of addition, and restoration and additions to existing church 
sanctuary building, discussion, public comment and possible action. Pre-
application meeting held March 5, 2026. Property located at 601 Savannah 
Road, Tax Parcel 335-8.11-114.00. Zoning LC HIS.   
Groome_Section Through Entry Vestibule - 2026 05 07 
601 Savannah Rd. - Groome Church - HPARC 2026 04 02 
Ruth A. Yannes Public Comments 
Robert Jaeger, President Partners for Sacred Place Public Comments 

3 - 37 

 
D. CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING AND OPEN REGULAR MEETING   
E. ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 1. HPARC is accepting Committee Application Forms. *The current Commission 

makeup will require the existing vacancy to be filled by a resident in the 
Historic District.*  

 

 
F. APPLICATIONS:   
 F.1. Discussion and possible action regarding H-3-26 on behalf of Groome Church 

requesting demolition of addition, and restoration and additions to existing 
church sanctuary building. Pre-application meeting held March 5, 2026. 
Property located at 601 Savannah Road, Tax Parcel 335-8.11-114.00. Zoning 
LC HIS.   
Groome_Section Through Entry Vestibule - 2026 05 07 
601 Savannah Rd. - Groome Church - HPARC 2026 04 02 

39 - 66 

 
 F.2. Discussion and possible action regarding H-7-26, a request for review of a 

proposed conversion of a 1st floor deck to a screened-in porch and 
construction of a rear, 2nd floor, covered and screened-in porch, with new 
steps and landing.  
H-7-26 112 W Third Street - Complete Application Packet 

67 - 78 

 
G. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
 G.1. Update on draft guidelines.    
H. CHAIR/STAFF REPORT:   
 H.1. Application requesting to hang a 14”x24” metal sign on a decorative bracket 

over the porch in the front of the building now used for commercial purposes.   
C&S 11-26 112 W Third St DECISION NOTICE 

79 

 
 H.2. C&S 13-26 - Application requesting installation 147 lineal feet of 36" western 

red cedar picket fence with one 4' wide gate and one 8' wide double gate.  
C&S 13-26 139 Franklin Ave. DECISION NOTICE 

81 

 

https://www.ci.lewes.de.us/FormCenter/Public-Outreach-9/Committee-Application-Form-149


 
 H.3. Application requesting removal of the existing asphalt driveway and install a 

Cambridge Sherwood Ledgestone paver driveway with paver border of 
roundtable Onyx natural.  
C&S 14-26 104 Orr St. DECISION NOTICE 

83 

 
I. PUBLIC COMMENT   
J. ADJOURNMENT:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87850320182?pwd=r5th3uyJznEba8t88Vcv6QsWqf1F1I.1 
Join via audio: 
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
Webinar ID: 878 5032 0182 
Passcode: 590162 
Pursuant to 29 Del. C. § 10004(e)(3) this Agenda is subject to change; including addition or deletion of items or Executive Sessions. Agenda items 
may not be considered in sequence and therefore, should not be relied upon by any member of the public. To request special accommodations for 
persons with disabilities please contact the City Hall office at (302) 645-7777, at least 72 hours in advance of a meeting. 
The City of Lewes strives to make our public meetings widely available through Zoom and YouTube broadcasts. While the City is committed to 
continuing this access, pursuant to 29 Del. Code, §10006A, technological failure does not affect the validity of these meetings, nor the validity of any 
action taken in these meetings. 

The Bonnie Osler Meeting Room is located at 101 Adams Avenue, Lewes DE 
Agenda Posted: 04/30/2026    Posted By: ASA 

Page 2 of 83

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87850320182?pwd=r5th3uyJznEba8t88Vcv6QsWqf1F1I.1


p. 20Proposed Restoration & Additions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware Proposed Design - Section Through Entry/Vestibule

Page 3 of 83



Page 4 of 83



Historic Preservation Architectural Review Commission Application 

Name of Property Owner: 

Address of Property Owner: 

Phone Number of Property Owner: 

Email Address of Property Owner {optional): 

Name of Applicant (if not owner): 

Address of Applicant (if not owner): 

Phone Number of Applicant (if not owner): 

Email Address of Applicant (optional): 

Applicant's Interest in Property: 

Address/Location of Property: 

Sussex County Tax Map & Parcel Number: 

Description of proposed work being reviewed: 

Number of packets required:    2

Items Required: See attached application & material checklists 

Date: 

Prior to the completion of an application, it is recommended that the property owner/applicant set up a pre- 

application meeting with the Building Department to discuss the review process, submission requirements 

and review criteria as noted in Chapter 197, Article VI, Section 197-56 through 59 of the City Ordinance. The 

completed application and supporting documentation must be received at least two weeks (10 working days) 

prior to a regular scheduled meeting in order to be placed on the meeting agenda. Applicants or their 

designee must attend the meeting in order for their application to be heard. Regularly scheduled meetings 

are held on the first Thursday of each month at 6:00 pm in the Council Chambers of City Hall or Rollins Center.

Signature of Property Owner/Applicant:
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CITY OF LEWES HISTORIC PRESERVATION ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMISSION (HPARC) 

APPLICATION CHECKLIST 

Project Street Address _____________________ _ 

HPARC approval is part of the application process for issuance of a building permit in the Lewes Historic 

District. The Building Official(s) will confirm the requirements for each application. A full set of working 

(construction) drawings is not required for HPARC's review/approval. 

The following items are required and must be submitted as part of a complete application for review by 

HPARC, prior to the issuance of a Building Permit: 

CHECK BOX 
- -----------

1.An accurate site plan, drawn to scale; indicating the existing house location, outbuildings,

fences, hardscape, the number of off-street parking spaces, and proposed building and other

changes with dimensions. The site plan may be prepared by a professional surveyor, architect, or

individual with relevant experience and must provide enough information to explain the project.

2. Architectural design drawings (floor plans and exterior elevations) of proposed changes,

including new and existing construction, alterations, building and site modifications must be

drawn to scale and dimensioned. These preliminary design drawings may be prepared by a

professional architect, or individual with relevant experience.

3. A description, drawing details and literature of the type, texture, and colors of the materials to

be used. Examples may include, siding, windows, trim, porch flooring, railings, roofing materials,

exterior lighting, hardscaping etc. Please see the HPARC Materials Checklist for additional

reference.

4. Current photographs of the property, clearly identifying front, sides and rear street views, if

applicable.

5. Current photographs of the adjacent and neighborhood properties, including both sides of the

streetscape on which the property is located.

6. For new construction and significant alterations. a three-dimensional drawing (perspective) or

a building model is recommended to show the proposed structure and its mass compared to the
existing building and to surrounding structures as it would appear in the streetscape.

-------------- -------------

The Building Officials shall review the HPARC application for completeness and confirm a date for the 

applicant's presentation before HPARC. The applicant or their representative MUST attend the HPARC 

meeting. HPARC monthly meetings are informal and collaborative. HPARC decisions are based on the 

application and information presented, and applied to the Historic Preservation Ordinance of the City 

Code of Lewes, (197-56), and the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic 

Properties, along with discussions by the HPARC Commissioners, applicants and members of the public. 

HPARC meetings are open, with opportunity for public input prior to HPARC's final decision. 

Please note: All materials submitted as part of an application are considered the same as testamentary 

and are part of the official record. 

*Application Complete: ___________ Date: __________ _

*This application checklist must be signed and dated by the Building Official(s).
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John Milner Architects
Design & Preservation

March 19, 2026

Mr. Kevin Mallinson
Chairperson, City of Lewes Historic Preservation Architectural Review Commission
114 E. Third Street
Lewes, Delaware 19958

Re: Proposed Restoration and Additions to Groome Church

Dear Mr. Mallinson:

Thank you for assisting us in the process of preparing our application for the proposed project at Groome Church at 601 
Savannah Road, Lewes, Delaware. Groome Church, constructed in 1907, is a contributing structure to the Lewes Historic 
District. Please find enclosed documents pertaining to the proposed redesign which we are submitting for review and 
approval at the next HPARC session. 

This project proposes an exterior restoration to the original sanctuary structure, including new wood cedar shingle 
siding and roofing. The proposed shingle color and configuration was determined through historic photographs and 
paint analysis. The existing stained glass windows are to remain or to be salvaged and reused in areas where the existing 
structure is to be modified. A more historically appropriate wood door with a new pent roof for weather protection is 
proposed at the Savannah Road entrance. The exterior brick and concrete accessible ramp, installed in 2010, will be 
removed and relocated further down Dewey Avenue, away from the original historic façades. 

The project also includes an addition to the south of the existing sanctuary. Recently, Groome Church acquired the 
adjacent property and residential structure at 609 Savannah Road. The intent is that the two lots will be united into a 
cohesive campus for the church and community. We have included historic and current photographs showing the exterior 
of the structure and adjacent buildings. Also included are 2D and 3D concept images to illustrate the visual impact of the 
additions and exterior restoration efforts. 

We appreciate your consideration of our submission. Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions or require 
additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Miller, AIA, NCARB
Principal
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p. 2Proposed Restoration & Additions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware

Zoning District
•	 LC (H) Limited Commercial

Existing/Proposed Use
•	 Church

Development Standards
•	 Proposed design meets zoning dimensional standards for height. Two variances were 

granted by the Board of Adjustment for expanded footprint beyond the existing building 
line. No other variances are being pursued. 

Parking Requirements
•	 1 parking spot per 40 square feet of floor area for rooms having movable seats
•	 35 parking spots required per Community Room square footage; 39 spots provided in 

adjacent, Church-owned parking lot (area within dotted box at Location Plan)

Location of Church site and adjacent Church-owned parking lot.

609 Savannah Rd
(New Church Lot)

601 Savannah Rd
(Exist Church)

507 Savannah Rd
(Exist Church Parking )

Site Information & Project Approach

Site Information Project Approach

Project Introduction

The church recently celebrated 120 years of service to the Lewes, DE community, which has seen tremendous growth in 
the region and growth is continuing. Groome Church desires to meet these demands, and the current church facilities 
are outdated and no longer responsive to the needs of the church and community. The church has proposed plans for 
the restoration and rehabilitation of their current Sanctuary Building and for sensitive additions so that the church can 
continue to be mission-minded and accommodating, and a vital resource to the community.

A Statement from Groome Church

“The Groome sanctuary is small, and we do not intend to enlarge the present nave. The seating capacity 
is restrictive, yet we desire to maintain the present level of accommodation. In preparation for a ‘once in a 
century’ make over, we have purchased all the liturgical adornments and furnishings necessary to perform 
worship and community outreach in the manner envisioned by our founder, John Wesley. As a congregation 
that supports and celebrates the arts, we have established a well-known legacy for enriching community life 
through numerous concerts, philanthropic events and intellectual offerings open to the entire community. 
In order to expand this vital part of our ministry and to maintain in the future our historic order for 
worship, we need to expand. Building the proposed architectural concept is not a luxury, it is a necessity; 
for without the additions we can neither strive for excellence nor accomplish our mission.”

Project Objectives

Sanctuary Building Restoration/Rehabilitation: Restore the exterior of the original church building to its early 20th century 
appearance, especially the facades facing Dewey and Savannah. The restoration scope includes roof and siding materials, 
windows, doors, architectural details, etc. The intent is to maintain the historic use and character with minimal changes to 
distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships, to the greatest extent possible.

Sanctuary Building Additions: To maintain the existing seating capacity in the sanctuary and accommodate updated church 
functions, the cross gables on either side (NE and SW) need to be sensitively expanded. The SW Chancel (courtyard) cross 
gable is being expanded to accommodate space for accessibility, liturgical elements (organ, piano, pulpit, lectern, font, etc.), 
choir seating and performance area. The NE (Dewey) cross gable is being expanded to accommodate modern sound system 
requirements. These improvements are necessary to simply retain the existing seating capacity. The seating capacity of the 
Nave is NOT changing.

SE/Back Additions: The other church facilities also need to be upgraded and expanded. Improvements include making 
additions that are beautiful, welcoming, accessible and accommodating for the church and community. The most significant 
expansion is being planned for the SE (back) portion of the site with offices, restrooms, classrooms and community-oriented 
gathering spaces. New additions are being designed to be compatible with the surrounding historic buildings and streetscapes 
in terms of materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing.
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p. 3Proposed Restoration & Additions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware

1945, Courtesy of Delaware Public Archivesc. 1907, Courtesy of Groome Church

c. 1910-1940

Historic Photographs Page 10 of 83



p. 4Proposed Restoration & Additions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware

View from the Corner of Savannah Rd & Dewey Ave

Existing West Elevation Existing North Elevation Existing East Elevation

Existing Condition Photographs Page 11 of 83



p. 5Proposed Restoration & Additions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware

Neighboring Property at 108 Dewey Ave, Existing south elevation of the Church609 Savannah Rd, Existing west elevation of the Church

View across Savannah Rd & Dewey Ave to Bethel Methodist Cemetery, Rite Aid, Beebe Medical Center & Church-owned parking lotView east down Savannah Rd

Current Contextual Photographs Page 12 of 83



p. 6Proposed Restoration & Additions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware
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p. 15Proposed Restoration & Additions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware Existing - View from Corner of Savannah Rd & Dewey Ave Page 22 of 83
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p. 20Proposed Restoration & Additions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware

Paint analysis of sample retrieved from existing attic. First layer: Heavy layer of soiling prior to first paint 
finish (red arrow); Second Layer: First paint finishes, two campaigns of light gray (light blue arrow); Third 
Layer: Two later campaigns of white paint (white arrow).

Original Shingle Siding Colors

Early or original cedar shingles are still present below the current exterior vinyl siding. A 
sample of these early shingles was taken from the south elevation, which is still visible  in 
the attic of the 1960s addition. Through paint analysis, it was determined that the original 
wood was finished with a layer of oil, presumably as a protectant. This oil was covered with 
multiple layers of dirt, suggesting the natural oil finish was exposed for some time prior 
to being painted. The first three finish campaigns exhibit a light gray color and the most 
recent two layer are whites.  

Natural cedar shingle roofing & siding

Cedar Shingle Siding & Roofing

Original pattern shingles above square cut shingles as found within the attic space of 1960’s addition.

Painted Wood Windows, Doors & 
Exterior Trim

Painted, chamfered accent shingles

Church’s original two-tone shingle siding, with dark trim, will be recreated. Painted wood trim will be replaced in kind.

Materials Approach - Restoration

Existing stained glass windows are to remain, or to be salvaged and re-
installed in new locations. New exterior storm panel are to be installed.

Stained Glass Windows

Page 27 of 83



p. 21Proposed Restoration & Additions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware

Exposed Brick Foundation

Salvaged & New Stained Glass Windows

Painted Metals

Brick and mortar at new foundations to match in size, color and pattern of existing brick. 

Typical exterior railings are steel, painted black.

New stained glass windows will be introduced at the Chancel and Community Room and 
salvavged units from the original sanctuary will be resused in new locations.

Typical Windows at Addition

Doors

Custom wood doors are designed for both the Savannah Rd and Dewey 
Ave entrances.

Materials Approach - New Construction

Approach to Finishes For Additions to the Historic building:

The color shown for the shingles on the “additions” (white/off-white) will help to distinguish 
them from the original field shingles (natural/weathered). Some subtle detailing changes are also 
being incorporated on the additions, including simplified detailing at rafter tails and other trim 
profiles. These changes will help to achieve the goal of differentiating the new from the historic, 
and the additions will still be complimentary and compatible in terms of materials, features, scale, 
massing, etc.

Copper Drainage System

Copper gutters and downspouts are to be used throughout.

Benjamin Moore “Essex Green” Trim Color

New fixed, aluminum storm windows will be 
installed at the exterior of salvaged stained glass. 

Mahogany wood windows, with simulated divided lites and exterior 
putty muntin profiles by Lepage Millwork. Both double hung and 
casement units are to be used. 
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p. 22Proposed Restoration & Additions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware Appendix - Additional Drawings Page 29 of 83
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SITE INFoRMATION

Location

Zoning Disrrict
. LC (H) Limited Commercial

Existing/Proposed Use
. Church

u/nufs ft
Pqf ^/eu);fr)ieD qhss

,U/,llDdDUd i4*'''
D,driry::i*lL

Develop ment Standarcls
Proposed design meets zoning dimensional standards for height. Two variances were

granted by the Board ofAdjustment for expanded footprintbeyond the existingbuilding

line. No other variances are being pursued.

Parking Requirements
o I parking spot per 40 square feet of floor area for rooms having rnovable seats
. 35 parking spots required per Community Room square footage; 39 spots provided in

adjacent, Church-owned parking lot (area within dotted box at Location Plan)

PROJECT APPROACH

Project Introduction

The church recently celebrated 120 years of service to the Lewes, DE community, which has seen tremendous growth in
the region and growth is continuing. Groome Church desires to meet these demands, and the current church facilities

are outdated and no longer responsive to the needs of the church and community. The church has proposed plans for
the restoration and rehabilitation of their current Sancruary Building and for sensitive additions so that the church can

continue to be mission-minded and accommodating, and a vital resource to the community.

AStatementfromGroomechurch /Ot/" ttfuA 4R?D -/a Ey lp€dP/A /\rt/b
/ leeoaz. --l/e/ez ad.?a2;a?fra/tA - .-,2 t

"The Groome sanctuary is small, and we do not intend to enlarge the present nave. The seating capacity //e75 I
is restrictive, yet we desire to maintain the present level of accommodation. In preparation for a 'once in a '
century' make over, we have purchased all the lirurgical adornments and furnishings necessary to perform

worship and community outreach in the manner envisioned by our founder, John Wesley. As a congregation

that supports and celebrates the arts, we have established a well-known legacy for enriching community life
through numerous concerts, philanthropic events and intellectual offerings open to the entire community.

In order to expand this vital part of our ministry and to maintain in the future our historic order for
worship, we need to expand. Building the proposed architectural concept is not a luxury it is a necessity;

for without the additions we can neither strirze for excellence nor accomplish our mission."

Project Objectives

Sanctuary Building Restoration/Rehabilitation: Restore the orterior of the original church building to its early 20th century

appearance, especially the facades facing Dewey and Savannah. The restoration scope includes roof and siding materials,

windows, doors, architectural details, etc. The intent is to maintain the historic use and character with minimal changes to
distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships, to the greatest extent possible.

,- 
"vra).ti 

;Eii ;i;E i iiZ/o7cv6//aD /'a
Vsanctuary milding Aifditions: To maintiin the existing seating capacity in the sanctuary and accolffrodate updated church 

1

functions, the cross gables on either side (NE and SW) need to be sensitively e><panded. The SW Chrncel (courtyard) cross I
/gable is being e><panded to accommodate space for accessibility, liturgical elements (organ, piano, pulpit, lectern, font, etc.), I

choir seating and performance area.rfhe NE (Dewey) cross gable is being expanded to accommodate modern sound system l,
requirements. These improvements are necessary to simply retain the existing seating capacity. The seating capacity of thery ,
NaveisNOTclranging. Z/lSfa.ef 1
SE/Back Additionsr The other church facilities also need to be upgraded and expanded. Improvements include making

additions that are beautiful, welcoming, accessible and accommodating for the church and community. The most significant
expansion is being planned for the SE (back) portion of the site with offices, restrooms, classrooms and community-oriented

gathering spaces. New additions are being designed to be compatible with the surrounding historic buildings and streetscapes

in terms of materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing.

Proposed Restoration & Adclitions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware Srrr lNporuwqrroN & Pno,ECT AppRoAcH I o. 2
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From: Michael Darling <mdarlingbox@aol.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 5, 2026 2:08 PM
To: Jon Ward <jward@ci.lewes.de.us>
Cc: cmiller@johnmilnerarch.com
Subject: Re Groome Church from Robert Jaeger, President Partners for Sacred Place

I've been pleased and honored to become acquainted with Groome
Church and its deep commitment to preserving its historic building.  The
congregation is also committed to serving the needs of its community
and has been working with John Milner Architects to design an addition
that is sensitive to the historic building while also providing space that
will house programs that are important to neighbors and people in
need.  It is not always easy for a church to create new opportunities to
extend its outreach while respecting its heritage, and I think Groome
has done credit to both.

Bob Jaeger

A. Robert Jaeger
President
Partners for Sacred Places
1700 Sansom Street, 10th floor
Philadelphia, PA  19103
215-567-3234, x12
www.sacredplaces.org

Partners for Sacred Places
Supporting congregations in preserving sacred places as vital
community and cultural spaces across the country.
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Historic Preservation Architectural Review Commission Application 

Name of Property Owner: 

Address of Property Owner: 

Phone Number of Property Owner: 

Email Address of Property Owner {optional): 

Name of Applicant (if not owner): 

Address of Applicant (if not owner): 

Phone Number of Applicant (if not owner): 

Email Address of Applicant (optional): 

Applicant's Interest in Property: 

Address/Location of Property: 

Sussex County Tax Map & Parcel Number: 

Description of proposed work being reviewed: 

Number of packets required:    2

Items Required: See attached application & material checklists 

Date: 

Prior to the completion of an application, it is recommended that the property owner/applicant set up a pre- 

application meeting with the Building Department to discuss the review process, submission requirements 

and review criteria as noted in Chapter 197, Article VI, Section 197-56 through 59 of the City Ordinance. The 

completed application and supporting documentation must be received at least two weeks (10 working days) 

prior to a regular scheduled meeting in order to be placed on the meeting agenda. Applicants or their 

designee must attend the meeting in order for their application to be heard. Regularly scheduled meetings 

are held on the first Thursday of each month at 6:00 pm in the Council Chambers of City Hall or Rollins Center.

Signature of Property Owner/Applicant:
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CITY OF LEWES HISTORIC PRESERVATION ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMISSION (HPARC) 

APPLICATION CHECKLIST 

Project Street Address _____________________ _ 

HPARC approval is part of the application process for issuance of a building permit in the Lewes Historic 

District. The Building Official(s) will confirm the requirements for each application. A full set of working 

(construction) drawings is not required for HPARC's review/approval. 

The following items are required and must be submitted as part of a complete application for review by 

HPARC, prior to the issuance of a Building Permit: 

CHECK BOX 
- -----------

1.An accurate site plan, drawn to scale; indicating the existing house location, outbuildings,

fences, hardscape, the number of off-street parking spaces, and proposed building and other

changes with dimensions. The site plan may be prepared by a professional surveyor, architect, or

individual with relevant experience and must provide enough information to explain the project.

2. Architectural design drawings (floor plans and exterior elevations) of proposed changes,

including new and existing construction, alterations, building and site modifications must be

drawn to scale and dimensioned. These preliminary design drawings may be prepared by a

professional architect, or individual with relevant experience.

3. A description, drawing details and literature of the type, texture, and colors of the materials to

be used. Examples may include, siding, windows, trim, porch flooring, railings, roofing materials,

exterior lighting, hardscaping etc. Please see the HPARC Materials Checklist for additional

reference.

4. Current photographs of the property, clearly identifying front, sides and rear street views, if

applicable.

5. Current photographs of the adjacent and neighborhood properties, including both sides of the

streetscape on which the property is located.

6. For new construction and significant alterations. a three-dimensional drawing (perspective) or

a building model is recommended to show the proposed structure and its mass compared to the
existing building and to surrounding structures as it would appear in the streetscape.

-------------- -------------

The Building Officials shall review the HPARC application for completeness and confirm a date for the 

applicant's presentation before HPARC. The applicant or their representative MUST attend the HPARC 

meeting. HPARC monthly meetings are informal and collaborative. HPARC decisions are based on the 

application and information presented, and applied to the Historic Preservation Ordinance of the City 

Code of Lewes, (197-56), and the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic 

Properties, along with discussions by the HPARC Commissioners, applicants and members of the public. 

HPARC meetings are open, with opportunity for public input prior to HPARC's final decision. 

Please note: All materials submitted as part of an application are considered the same as testamentary 

and are part of the official record. 

*Application Complete: ___________ Date: __________ _

*This application checklist must be signed and dated by the Building Official(s).
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(10)

Page 43 of 83



John Milner Architects
Design & Preservation

March 19, 2026

Mr. Kevin Mallinson
Chairperson, City of Lewes Historic Preservation Architectural Review Commission
114 E. Third Street
Lewes, Delaware 19958

Re: Proposed Restoration and Additions to Groome Church

Dear Mr. Mallinson:

Thank you for assisting us in the process of preparing our application for the proposed project at Groome Church at 601 
Savannah Road, Lewes, Delaware. Groome Church, constructed in 1907, is a contributing structure to the Lewes Historic 
District. Please find enclosed documents pertaining to the proposed redesign which we are submitting for review and 
approval at the next HPARC session. 

This project proposes an exterior restoration to the original sanctuary structure, including new wood cedar shingle 
siding and roofing. The proposed shingle color and configuration was determined through historic photographs and 
paint analysis. The existing stained glass windows are to remain or to be salvaged and reused in areas where the existing 
structure is to be modified. A more historically appropriate wood door with a new pent roof for weather protection is 
proposed at the Savannah Road entrance. The exterior brick and concrete accessible ramp, installed in 2010, will be 
removed and relocated further down Dewey Avenue, away from the original historic façades. 

The project also includes an addition to the south of the existing sanctuary. Recently, Groome Church acquired the 
adjacent property and residential structure at 609 Savannah Road. The intent is that the two lots will be united into a 
cohesive campus for the church and community. We have included historic and current photographs showing the exterior 
of the structure and adjacent buildings. Also included are 2D and 3D concept images to illustrate the visual impact of the 
additions and exterior restoration efforts. 

We appreciate your consideration of our submission. Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions or require 
additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Miller, AIA, NCARB
Principal
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p. 2Proposed Restoration & Additions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware

Zoning District
•	 LC (H) Limited Commercial

Existing/Proposed Use
•	 Church

Development Standards
•	 Proposed design meets zoning dimensional standards for height. Two variances were 

granted by the Board of Adjustment for expanded footprint beyond the existing building 
line. No other variances are being pursued. 

Parking Requirements
•	 1 parking spot per 40 square feet of floor area for rooms having movable seats
•	 35 parking spots required per Community Room square footage; 39 spots provided in 

adjacent, Church-owned parking lot (area within dotted box at Location Plan)

Location of Church site and adjacent Church-owned parking lot.

609 Savannah Rd
(New Church Lot)

601 Savannah Rd
(Exist Church)

507 Savannah Rd
(Exist Church Parking )

Site Information & Project Approach

Site Information Project Approach

Project Introduction

The church recently celebrated 120 years of service to the Lewes, DE community, which has seen tremendous growth in 
the region and growth is continuing. Groome Church desires to meet these demands, and the current church facilities 
are outdated and no longer responsive to the needs of the church and community. The church has proposed plans for 
the restoration and rehabilitation of their current Sanctuary Building and for sensitive additions so that the church can 
continue to be mission-minded and accommodating, and a vital resource to the community.

A Statement from Groome Church

“The Groome sanctuary is small, and we do not intend to enlarge the present nave. The seating capacity 
is restrictive, yet we desire to maintain the present level of accommodation. In preparation for a ‘once in a 
century’ make over, we have purchased all the liturgical adornments and furnishings necessary to perform 
worship and community outreach in the manner envisioned by our founder, John Wesley. As a congregation 
that supports and celebrates the arts, we have established a well-known legacy for enriching community life 
through numerous concerts, philanthropic events and intellectual offerings open to the entire community. 
In order to expand this vital part of our ministry and to maintain in the future our historic order for 
worship, we need to expand. Building the proposed architectural concept is not a luxury, it is a necessity; 
for without the additions we can neither strive for excellence nor accomplish our mission.”

Project Objectives

Sanctuary Building Restoration/Rehabilitation: Restore the exterior of the original church building to its early 20th century 
appearance, especially the facades facing Dewey and Savannah. The restoration scope includes roof and siding materials, 
windows, doors, architectural details, etc. The intent is to maintain the historic use and character with minimal changes to 
distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships, to the greatest extent possible.

Sanctuary Building Additions: To maintain the existing seating capacity in the sanctuary and accommodate updated church 
functions, the cross gables on either side (NE and SW) need to be sensitively expanded. The SW Chancel (courtyard) cross 
gable is being expanded to accommodate space for accessibility, liturgical elements (organ, piano, pulpit, lectern, font, etc.), 
choir seating and performance area. The NE (Dewey) cross gable is being expanded to accommodate modern sound system 
requirements. These improvements are necessary to simply retain the existing seating capacity. The seating capacity of the 
Nave is NOT changing.

SE/Back Additions: The other church facilities also need to be upgraded and expanded. Improvements include making 
additions that are beautiful, welcoming, accessible and accommodating for the church and community. The most significant 
expansion is being planned for the SE (back) portion of the site with offices, restrooms, classrooms and community-oriented 
gathering spaces. New additions are being designed to be compatible with the surrounding historic buildings and streetscapes 
in terms of materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing.
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p. 3Proposed Restoration & Additions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware

1945, Courtesy of Delaware Public Archivesc. 1907, Courtesy of Groome Church

c. 1910-1940

Historic Photographs Page 46 of 83



p. 4Proposed Restoration & Additions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware

View from the Corner of Savannah Rd & Dewey Ave

Existing West Elevation Existing North Elevation Existing East Elevation

Existing Condition Photographs Page 47 of 83



p. 5Proposed Restoration & Additions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware

Neighboring Property at 108 Dewey Ave, Existing south elevation of the Church609 Savannah Rd, Existing west elevation of the Church

View across Savannah Rd & Dewey Ave to Bethel Methodist Cemetery, Rite Aid, Beebe Medical Center & Church-owned parking lotView east down Savannah Rd

Current Contextual Photographs Page 48 of 83



p. 6Proposed Restoration & Additions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware
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p. 16Proposed Restoration & Additions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware Proposed Design - 3d View from Corner of Savannah Rd & Dewey Ave Page 59 of 83



p. 17Proposed Restoration & Additions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware Existing - View from Savannah Rd Page 60 of 83



p. 18Proposed Restoration & Additions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware Proposed Design - 3d View from Savannah Rd Page 61 of 83



p. 19Proposed Restoration & Additions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware Proposed Design - 3d Interior View of Chancel Page 62 of 83



p. 20Proposed Restoration & Additions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware

Paint analysis of sample retrieved from existing attic. First layer: Heavy layer of soiling prior to first paint 
finish (red arrow); Second Layer: First paint finishes, two campaigns of light gray (light blue arrow); Third 
Layer: Two later campaigns of white paint (white arrow).

Original Shingle Siding Colors

Early or original cedar shingles are still present below the current exterior vinyl siding. A 
sample of these early shingles was taken from the south elevation, which is still visible  in 
the attic of the 1960s addition. Through paint analysis, it was determined that the original 
wood was finished with a layer of oil, presumably as a protectant. This oil was covered with 
multiple layers of dirt, suggesting the natural oil finish was exposed for some time prior 
to being painted. The first three finish campaigns exhibit a light gray color and the most 
recent two layer are whites.  

Natural cedar shingle roofing & siding

Cedar Shingle Siding & Roofing

Original pattern shingles above square cut shingles as found within the attic space of 1960’s addition.

Painted Wood Windows, Doors & 
Exterior Trim

Painted, chamfered accent shingles

Church’s original two-tone shingle siding, with dark trim, will be recreated. Painted wood trim will be replaced in kind.

Materials Approach - Restoration

Existing stained glass windows are to remain, or to be salvaged and re-
installed in new locations. New exterior storm panel are to be installed.

Stained Glass Windows
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p. 21Proposed Restoration & Additions to Groome Church, Lewes, Delaware

Exposed Brick Foundation

Salvaged & New Stained Glass Windows

Painted Metals

Brick and mortar at new foundations to match in size, color and pattern of existing brick. 

Typical exterior railings are steel, painted black.

New stained glass windows will be introduced at the Chancel and Community Room and 
salvavged units from the original sanctuary will be resused in new locations.

Typical Windows at Addition

Doors

Custom wood doors are designed for both the Savannah Rd and Dewey 
Ave entrances.

Materials Approach - New Construction

Approach to Finishes For Additions to the Historic building:

The color shown for the shingles on the “additions” (white/off-white) will help to distinguish 
them from the original field shingles (natural/weathered). Some subtle detailing changes are also 
being incorporated on the additions, including simplified detailing at rafter tails and other trim 
profiles. These changes will help to achieve the goal of differentiating the new from the historic, 
and the additions will still be complimentary and compatible in terms of materials, features, scale, 
massing, etc.

Copper Drainage System

Copper gutters and downspouts are to be used throughout.

Benjamin Moore “Essex Green” Trim Color

New fixed, aluminum storm windows will be 
installed at the exterior of salvaged stained glass. 

Mahogany wood windows, with simulated divided lites and exterior 
putty muntin profiles by Lepage Millwork. Both double hung and 
casement units are to be used. 
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Delaware 19958
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PLAN

LANDS OF FORREST MORAN
AND

CITY OF LEWES
SUSSEX

RICHARD K. VETTER, P.E.
307 DRIVE

LEWES, DE 19958

SCALE: 1" = 20' 12/31/2025

ADDRESS: 112 WEST THIRD STREET

TAX PARCEL #: 335-8.08-53.00

I THIS WAS FOR PURPOSES FOR
THE BUYER NOTED NO RESPONSIBILITY IS ASSUMED BY THE ENGINEER TO ANY
FUTURE LAND OWNERS. I THE IMPROVEMENTS HEREON ARE

AS SHOWN.

RICHARD K. VETTER, P.E. #10329

BUYER: BDJ LLC

BASED ON PHYSICAL EVIDENCE DISCOVERED IN THE FIELD AND THE CALL OF
DEED BOOK 5937, PAGE 255.
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New stairs to 2nd floor screened in porch
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Chair & Staff Decision Notice  
 

 
Applicant Number:  C&S 11- 26  

Applicant: BDJ Properties, LLC, 621 Delaware St, New Castle, DE 19720 

Property Address: 112 West Third Street, Lewes, DE 19958; (SCTM 335-8.08-05.00) TC(H), (contributing)  

_X__   Contributing Structure    ___ Non-Contributing Structure 

Date of Review: April 15, 2026 

Item(s) for Decision: This application was to hang a 14”x24” metal sign on a decorative bracket over the 
porch in the front of the building now used for commercial purposes.   

 
HPARC Decision: 
___X__  Approved as submitted* 
______  Approved with conditions described below* 

______   Denied for reason(s) described below 
______  Withdrawn with comments 
 

*HPARC approval is valid for one year from the date of this Notice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lewes Historic District Zoning Code 
Chapter 197 – 58 Historic District or properties review process H 

“Changes to an HPARC approved project prior or during construction shall require review and approval by HPARC. For 
such changes, the applicant shall submit one copy of the original application and description of the proposed changes 
as well as any supporting documentation to illustrate the effect or no effect of such proposed changes. Consideration 
of such changes shall be placed at the top of HPARC’s agenda at the next regularly scheduled meeting or may be 
considered for approval by a Chair/staff review.”  

 
R. Kevin Mallinson  
R. Kevin Mallinson, PhD 
Signature of HPARC Chair  

NOTE: Approved per image in application; sign meets City Code requirements per Building Official. 
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NOTE:  

 
 
Chair & Staff Decision Notice 

 
Applicant Number: C&S 13-26 

Applicant: Haven Way Holdings IV LLC, 139 Franklin Ave. Lewes, De 19958 

Property Address104 O, Lewes, DE 19958; (SCTM 335-8.07-148.00) R-4(H), (Non-Contributing) 

 x _ Contributing Structure     Non-Contributing Structure 

Date of Review: April 23, 2026 

Item(s) for Decision: This application was to install 147LF of 36 inch high red cedar fencing and 2 gates. 
 
HPARC Decision: 
 X  Approved as submitted* 

Approved with conditions described below* 

Denied for reason(s) described below 
Withdrawn with comments 

*HPARC approval is valid for one year from the date of this Notice. 
 

 
Lewes Historic District Zoning Code 

Chapter 197 – 58 Historic District or properties review process H 
“Changes to an HPARC approved project prior or during construction shall require review and approval by HPARC. For 
such changes, the applicant shall submit one copy of the original application and description of the proposed changes 
as well as any supporting documentation to illustrate the effect or no effect of such proposed changes. Consideration 
of such changes shall be placed at the top of HPARC’s agenda at the next regularly scheduled meeting or may be 
considered for approval by a Chair/staff review.” 
 
Michael DiPaolo 
 Signature of HPARC Vice Chair 
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NOTE:  

 
 
Chair & Staff Decision Notice 

 
Applicant Number: C&S 14-26 

Applicant: Carl J. Dahlman, 104 Orr St. Lewes, De 19958 

Property Address104 Orr St, Lewes, DE 19958; (SCTM 335-8.07-148.00) R-4(H), (Non-Contributing) 

 _ Contributing Structure   X   Non-Contributing Structure 

Date of Review: April 27, 2026 

Item(s) for Decision: This application was to remove the existing asphalt driveway and install a Cambridge   
Sherwood Ledgestone paver driveway with paver border of roundtable Onyx natural. 
 
HPARC Decision: 
 X  Approved as submitted* 

Approved with conditions described below* 

Denied for reason(s) described below 
Withdrawn with comments 

*HPARC approval is valid for one year from the date of this Notice. 
 

 
Lewes Historic District Zoning Code 

Chapter 197 – 58 Historic District or properties review process H 
“Changes to an HPARC approved project prior or during construction shall require review and approval by HPARC. For 
such changes, the applicant shall submit one copy of the original application and description of the proposed changes 
as well as any supporting documentation to illustrate the effect or no effect of such proposed changes. Consideration 
of such changes shall be placed at the top of HPARC’s agenda at the next regularly scheduled meeting or may be 
considered for approval by a Chair/staff review.” 
 
Michael DiPaolo 
 Signature of HPARC Vice Chair 
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