
Regular Board Meeting Agenda June 19, 2026  
 

  

 
  

 North Coast Regional District 
Regular Board Meeting Agenda 
Friday, June 19, 2026 2:00 PM 

Held at the North Pacific Cannery, 1889 Skeena Dr, Port Edward BC V0V 1G0 
Link: Join Zoom Meeting 

Dial: 1 778 907 2071 
Meeting ID: 690 464 2377  

 

  
  

Page 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER   
 1.1 Call to Order.   
 1.2 The North Coast Regional District acknowledges the traditional territory of 

the Haida and Tsimshian on which this meeting takes place. 
 

 
2. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA (ADDITIONS/DELETIONS)   
 2.1 Adoption of Agenda 

 
That the June 19, 2026, North Coast Regional District Regular Board Meeting 
Agenda be adopted as presented/amended. 

 

 
3. BOARD MINUTES & BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES   
 3.1 North Coast Regional District Regular Board  Meeting Minutes of  May 15, 

2026 
 
That the May 15, 2026, North Coast Regional District Regular Board meeting 
minutes be adopted as presented/amended. 
2026.05.15 Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

7 - 14 

 
4. STANDING COMMITTEE / COMMISSION MINUTES - BUSINESS ARISING   
 4.1 North Coast Regional District Committee Minutes  

 
That the following North Coast Regional District Committee Minutes be 
received: 

 Minutes of the May 15, 2026, Electoral Area Advisory Committee 
meeting;  

 Minutes of the May 20, 2026, RBA Funding Electoral Area Advisory 
Committee Meeting. 

2026.05.15 Electoral Area Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 
2026.05.20 RBA Funding Electoral Area Advisory Committee Meeting 

15 - 18 

 
 4.2 Recommendation from the May 20, 2026, RBA Funding Electoral Area 

Advisory Committee Meeting 
 
That the Electoral Area Advisory Committee recommend to the Board of the 
North Coast Regional District allocating $49,800 of RBA funding to the 
Sandspit Placemaking Project. 

 

 
5. DELEGATIONS   
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 5.1 R. Poole, Poole Consulting, Government of Alberta - Westcoast Oil Pipeline 
Project  
2026_04_02_WCOP_IntroDeck_PPT_final 

19 - 29 

 
 5.2 J. Anderson, Local Government Relations Lead, Loralee Huson, Area Manager  

& Newton Choy, General Manager, Telus Communications - Haida Gwaii and 
Area Updates 
Telus Presentation 

30 - 32 

 
6. FINANCE   
 6.1 S. Landrath, Treasurer – Supplier Payments over $5,000 for May 2026 

 
That the report 'Supplier Payments over $5,000 for May, 2026' be received 
for information. 
Supplier Payments over $5000-May 

33 

 
 6.2 S. Landrath, Treasurer - 2025 Statement of Financial Information  

 
That the Board of the North Coast Regional District approve the 2025 
Statement of Financial Information as presented. 
2026.06.19 2025 SOFI Staff Report 
2026.06.15 SOFI DRAFT 2025 

34 - 77 

 
7. CORRESPONDENCE   
 7.1 List of Correspondence Supplied 

 
That the list of correspondence supplied dated June 19, 2026 be received. 
2026-05-13 UBCM to Mayors and Regional District Chairs 
UBCM Provincial Reponse to 2025 Resolutions 
2026-05-08 Letter to Hon. Brenda Bailey, Ministry of Finance re Provincial 
Sales Tax Expansion 
PC0652_Pages 
2026.05.13 Correspondence - Prime Minister and Premier - Healthcare 
Equality North Coast and Haida Gwaii 
Ltr to the Minister of Housing and Municipal Affairs - Request for Additional 
Funding 
FW Update on the Rennell Sound FSR (“Rennell Pass”) Access Restoration 
Work 
First Nations Agreements with Ksi Lisims LNG 
2026.06.05_NR_Met Agreements_FINAL 
202606_1 
2026.06.09_NR_Gitxaala Agreements_FINAL 

78 - 97 

 
 7.2 Public Transit Alliance of BC - Invitation: Tuesday June 23, 6pm Where’s the 

Bus? The Rural Transportation Crisis in BC 
 
For information. 
FW Tuesday June 23rd, 6pm Where’s the Bus The Rural Transportation Crisis 
in BC 

98 
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 7.3 L. Bishop, Executive Director, Laskeek Bay Conservation Society - Laskeek Bay 
Budget Amendments 
 
For direction. 
NCRD Grant-In-Aid Ammendment Request June 1, 2026 
NCRD SP Grant Budget - Ammended June 1, 2026 

99 - 100 

 
 7.4 D. Murdock, Mayor, District of Saanich - BC Local Government Climate Action 

Program (LGCAP) - Funding Contribution  
 
For direction. 
Letter of Motion_LGCAP Funding-2026May19 

101 - 103 

 
 7.5 L. Fyles, Executive Assistant, Haida Gwaii Protocol Table - Airport Tree 

Clearing Joint Letter for Signature 
 
That the Board of the North Coast Regional District support signing a 
proposed joint-letter with Haida Gwaii communities to Minister Boyle and 
Minister Neill in support of expediting the Village of Masset's Airport Safety 
Project. 
Re Airport Tree Clearing Joint Letter for Signature 

104 

 
 7.6 K. Laidlaw, Manager, Northern Health Authority - Mobile Mammogram Truck 

Visit to Haida Gwaii 
 
For direction.  
FW Mobile Mammogram Truck - FYI 

105 - 107 

 
 7.7 D. Bradley, Director, Field Operations & B. Brunce, Manager Upper Air and 

Radar Division Meteorological Service of Canada, Environment and Climate 
Change Canada - Update re: Holland Rock and Grey Islet Automated Weather 
Stations 
 
For direction. 
Update re Holland Rock and Grey Islet Automated Weather Stations 
Joint Advocacy for Reliable Marine Weather Reporting 
2024.08.02 - Service Interruptions at the Land Weather Station on Holland 
Rock 

108 - 111 

 
8. REPORTS / RESOLUTIONS   
 8.1 D. Fish, Chief Administrative Officer - Tlell Soccer Field Parking Lot Paving 

Project  
 
That the report entitled “Tlell Soccer Field Parking Lot Paving Project” be 
received; 
 
And that the Board allocate up to $240,000 from the Electoral Area D Parks 
and Trails Reserve Fund toward the Tlell Soccer Field Parking Lot Paving 
project costs.  
 
2026.06.17 Staff Report - Tlell Soccer Field Paving Project 

112 - 114 
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 8.2 C. Edwards, Corporate Officer - 2026 UBCM Convention Meeting Requests 
 
That the report entitled “2026 UBCM Convention Meeting Requests” be 
received; 
 
And that Staff be directed to submit 2026 UBCM meeting requests following 
the Board’s consideration of meeting topics. 
2026.06.19 2026 UBCM Convention Meeting Requests 
FW UBCM 2026 – UBCM Meeting Request Form - BC Hydro 
Registration for the 13th Annual Resource Breakfast Series – September 15, 16, 
and 17, 2026 

115 - 120 

 
 8.3 S, Landrath, Treasurer - Cargo Vehicle for Haida Gwaii Recreation  

 
That the report entitled “Cargo Vehicle for Haida Gwaii Recreation” be 
recieved;  
 
And that the Board decommit the $23,275 in RBA funds originally earmarked 
for the Tlell Soccer fields parking lot from the Haida Gwaii Recreation Service 
and commit the $23,375 towards the purchase of the Haida Gwaii Recreation 
vehicle; 
 
And that the Board repay the $50,000 interfund borrowing allocated in 
resolutions 149-2026 and 152-2026 from the Haida Gwaii Recreation service 
and commit the $50,000 towards the purchase of the Cargo Van; 
 
And that the Board allocate $50,000 from the Area E Parks & Trails Capital 
and Planning Reserve to replace the above interfund borrowing; 
 
And further that the Board approve that the remaining $26,625 of the Haida 
Gwaii Recreation vehicle purchase be funded via an equipment loan through 
the MFA. 
 
2026.06.19 Staff Report - HG Rec Cargo Van Final 

121 - 125 

 
9. BYLAWS   
 9.1 D. Fish, Chief Administrative Officer - Proposed Oona River Community Hall & 

Grounds Service Establishing Bylaw No. 718, 2026  
 
That the staff report entitled “Proposed Oona River Community Hall & 
Grounds Service Establishing Bylaw No. 718, 2026” be received; 
 
And that that the Board of the North Coast Regional District proceed with 
First Reading of Bylaw No. 718, 2026. 
 
 
That the Board of the North Coast Regional District proceed with Second 
Reading of Bylaw No. 718, 2026.  
 
That the Board of the North Coast Regional District proceed with Third 
Reading of Bylaw No. 718, 2026. 
2026.06.19 Oona River Community Hall Service Establishment Bylaw 
718. Oona River Community Hall and Grounds Service Establishment 
2026.06.19 Attachment B Oona River Community Feedback Surveys 

126 - 143 
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 9.2 A. Baigent, Community Planner & Advisor, Urban Systems - Update: 

Application for proposed Moresby Island Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 
236, 1995 (Amendment Bylaw No. 715, 2026) and Sandspit-Moresby Island 
Interim Zoning Bylaw No. 186, 1989 (Amendment Bylaw No. 716, 2026) – 
Hekate’s Retreat – Sandspit 
 
That the Staff Report dated June 19, 2026, entitled “Update: Application for 
proposed Moresby Island Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 236, 1995 
(Amendment Bylaw No. 715, 2026) and Sandspit-Moresby Island Interim 
Zoning Bylaw No. 186, 1989 (Amendment Bylaw No. 716, 2026) – Hekate’s 
Retreat – Sandspit” be received for information;  
  
And that the summary of the Public Hearing held Tuesday May 26, 2026, 
regarding “Moresby Island Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 236, 1995, 
Amendment Bylaw No. 715, 2026”, and “Sandspit-Moresby Island Interim 
Zoning Bylaw No. 186, 1989, Amendment Bylaw No. 716, 2026” be received.   
 
That the Board of the North Coast Regional District proceed with Third 
Reading of Bylaw No. 715, 2026. 
 
That the Board of the North Coast Regional District proceed with Third 
Reading of Bylaw No. 716, 2026. 
2026.06.19 Hekate Retreat Public Hearing - Staff Report 
2026.05.26 Public Hearing Minutes Reporting 
Final Public Hearing Written Submissions__Redacted (1) 
Sandspit community map 
715. 2026 Hekate Retreat - OCP Amendment Bylaw 
716. 2026 Hekate Retreat - GC-1 Zoning Bylaw 

144 - 181 

 
10. LAND REFERRALS / PLANNING   
 10.1 C. Wentland, Planning/Economic Development Officer - Land Referral 

196927176 – 001; 196928798 – 001; 196928072 - 001 – Rogers 
Communications – License of Occupation for Communications Site, Electric 
Powerline, and Road 
 
That the Staff Report entitled “Land Referral 196927176 – 001; 196928798 – 
001; 196928072 - 001 – Rogers Communications – License of Occupation for 
Communications Site, Electric Powerline, and Road”, be received; 
 
And that the Board provide a response to the Ministry supporting approval of 
the project. 
 
2026.06.19 STAFF REPORT LAND REFERRAL 196927176 - 001 (2) 

182 - 184 

 
11. NEW BUSINESS   
 11.1 Director's Reports 

 
That the Director's verbal reports be received. 
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 11.2 D. Fish, Chief Administrative Officer - Joint Advocacy Letter Re: Emergency 
Management Funding 
 
That the Board of the North Coast Regional District support sending a joint-
advocacy letter to the Hon. Minister Green, Emergency Management & 
Climate Readiness, advocating for the continuation of emergency 
management funding for local government programs.  
Regional District Chairs and CAOs Forum - joint advocacy follow-up 
202604xx Joint Advocacy Letter re Emergency Management Funding 

185 - 188 

 
 11.3 Director Putterill, Electoral Area E  - Louise Narrows Dredging  

 
For direction. 

 

 
 11.4 Director Putterill, Electoral Area E - Ministry of Transportation and Transit 

Road Issues 
 
For direction. 

 

 
12. OLD BUSINESS  
 
13. PUBLIC INPUT  
 
14. ADJOURNMENT   
 14.1 Adjourn 

 
That the Board resolves to adjourn the June 19, 2026 meeting the time being 
__ P.M. 
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North Coast Regional District 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes 
Friday, May 15, 2026 2:00 PM 

Held at the Highliner Hotel (815 1st Avenue, Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1B3) 
 

 

 
 
Chair: B. Pages, Village of Masset 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Directors: 

B. Cunningham, City of Prince Rupert 
D. Franzen, District of Port Edward 
L. Pineault, Village of Daajing Giids (via teleconference) 
S. Cabianca, Village of Port Clements 
O. Rutherford, Electoral Area A 
K. Bergman, Electoral Area C 
J. Young, Electoral Area D 
E. Putterill, Electoral Area E (via teleconference)

 
Regrets: H. Pond, City of Prince Rupert 
 
 

 
Staff: 

D. Fish, Chief Administrative Officer 
S. Landrath, Treasurer 
C. Edwards, Corporate Officer 
C. Wentland, Planning/Economic Development Officer 

Public Media: 0 
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

1.1 Call to Order at 2:04 P.M. 

 
1.2 The North Coast Regional District acknowledges the traditional territory of the 

Haida and Tsimshian on which this meeting takes place. 

 
2. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA (ADDITIONS/DELETIONS) 

2.1 Adoption of Agenda 

 
That the May 15, 2026 North Coast Regional District Regular Board Meeting 
Agenda be adopted as amended to include: 

• 11.2 D. Fish, Chief Administrative Officer -MIRR Community 
Engagement 

• 11.3 Director Young, Electoral Area D - Northern Health Temporary 
Foreign Worker Policy 

Item 3.1
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• 11.4 Director Putterill, Electoral Area E - 2026 Census Delivery 
• 11.5 Director Putterill, Electoral Area E - Scenic Highway Improvement 

Act. 
Director Cunningham/Director Franzen 

240-2026 CARRIED 
 

3. BOARD MINUTES & BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
3.1 North Coast Regional District Regular Board Meeting Minutes of April 17, 2026 

 
That the April 17, 2026 North Coast Regional District Regular Board meeting 
minutes be adopted as presented. 

Director Franzen/Director Young 

241-2026 CARRIED 
 

3.2 North Coast Regional District Committee of the Whole Minutes of April 18, 2026 

 
That the April 18, 2026 North Coast Regional District Committee of the Whole 
meeting minutes be adopted as presented. 

Director Cunningham/Director Young 

242-2026 CARRIED 
 

4. STANDING COMMITTEE / COMMISSION MINUTES - BUSINESS ARISING 
 
 
4.1 Recommendation from the March 18, 2026, Electoral Area Advisory Committee 

Meeting 

 

Director Rutherford joined the meeting at 2:07 P.M. 

 
That the Board of the North Coast Regional District send correspondence to 
the Ministry of Transportation and Transit to inquire into the possibility of 
partnership opportunities to address funding for shoreline erosion mitigation 
on Haida Gwaii. 

Director Young/Director Cunningham 

243-2026 CARRIED 
 

5. DELEGATIONS 
 

6. FINANCE 
6.1 S. Landrath, Treasurer – Supplier Payments over $5,000 for April 2026 

 
That the report 'Supplier Payments over $5,000 for April, 2025' be received for 
information. 

Director Franzen/Director Young 

244-2026 CARRIED 

Item 3.1
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6.2 S. Landrath, Treasurer & Steve Kietzmann, Doane Grant Thornton LLP - 2025 Draft 
Audited Financial Statements 

That the 2025 Draft Audited Financial Statements be adopted as amended 
subject to the inclusion of a disclosure statement regarding Resource Benefits 
Alliance funding. 

Director Franzen/Director Young 

245-2026 CARRIED 
 

7. CORRESPONDENCE 
7.1 List of Correspondence Supplied 

 
That the list of correspondence supplied dated May 15, 2026 be received. 

Director Cunningham/Director Franzen 

246-2026 CARRIED 
 

That the Board of the North Coast Regional District endorse the resolution 
provided by the City of Prince George regarding the Northern-Rural 
Homeowners Grant to be submitted to UBCM. 

Director Franzen/Director Young 

247-2026 CARRIED 
 

7.2 I. Brown, Government Relations Manager, BC Transit - Re: Public Transportation – 
Prince Rupert-Terrace 

 
That Staff be directed to include BC Transit daily bus operation along the 
Prince Rupert - Terrace corridor and Haida Gwaii within reporting to the 
Board regarding 2026 UBCM convention Minister meetings. 

Director Rutherford/Director Cunningham 

248-2026 CARRIED 
 

7.3 M. Karjaluoto, Our Blood Counts - Request for Letter of Support 

 
That the Board provide a letter of support to Our Blood Counts for the 
establishment of a treatment center and a mobile blood donation unit in Prince 
George. 

Director Young/Director Franzen 

249-2026 CARRIED 
 

7.4 C. Lutner, CAO, Village of Daajing Giids - Naqsmist Storytellers- Cultivating Safe 
Spaces (May 26, 2026) 

 
That the correspondence from C. Lutner, CAO, Village of Daajing Giids 

Item 3.1
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regarding the Naqsmist Storytellers- Cultivating Safe Spaces training be 
received for information. 

Director Young/Director Franzen 

250-2026 CARRIED 
 

7.5 D. Gunn, Executive Director, Northern Region, Ministry of Transportation and Transit 
- MOTT Maintenance and Contract Execution for Service Area 27 

 
That the correspondence from D. Gunn, Executive Director, Northern Region, 
Ministry of Transportation and Transit regarding MOTT Maintenance and 
Contract Execution for Service Area 27 be received for information. 

Director Young/Director Franzen 

251-2026 CARRIED 
 

7.6 J. Humphries, Chief Administrative Officer, Village of Masset - Masset Organics 
Diversion Pilot Project 

 
That Staff be directed to continue with the implementation of the pilot project 
and bring back reporting on any impacts to the Board. 

Director Franzen/Director Cunningham 

252-2026 CARRIED 
 

7.7 B. Johnson, Communications Support, North Central Local Government Association - 
Opportunity for Joint Advocacy participation - Request for an Independent Expert Led 
Review of Universal Mental Health Care in British Columbia 

 
That the Board of the North Coast Regional District endorse the joint advocacy 
letter provided by the North and Central Local Government Association 
regarding the request for an independent expert-led review of universal 
mental health care in British Columbia. 

Director Cunningham/Director Franzen 

253-2026 CARRIED 
 

8. REPORTS / RESOLUTIONS 
8.1 S. Landrath, Treasurer - NCRD’s Investment Portfolio Update 

 
That the staff report entitled “NCRD’s Investment Portfolio Update” be 
received; 

 
And that Staff be directed to bring forward an investment policy for the Board’s 
consideration. 

Director Young/Director Franzen 

254-2026 CARRIED 
 
  

Item 3.1
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8.2 S. Landrath, Treasurer - Island Solid Waste Landfill Closure 
 
That the staff report entitled “Island Solid Waste Landfill Closure Costs” be 
received; 

 
And that Staff be directed to investigate potential uses of grant funding, 
including Athlii Gwaii Legacy Trust by submitting an expression of interest to 
support landfill closure costs; 

 
And further that Staff be directed to report back to the Board at the Regular 
Board meeting on June 19, 2026. 

Director Young/Director Pineault 

255-2026 CARRIED 
 

8.3 C. Wentland, Planning and Economic Development Officer - OCP Revitalization: 
Complete Communities Assessment 

 
That the staff report entitled “OCP Revitalization: Complete Communities 
Assessment” be received for information. 

Director Young/Director Franzen 

256-2026 CARRIED 

8.4 C. Edwards, Corporate Officer - 2026 UBCM Convention Minister Meeting Requests 

That the staff report entitled "2026 UBCM Minister Meeting Requests" be 
received for information. 

Director Young/Director Franzen 

257-2026                                                                                                       CARRIED 
 

Pursuant to Section 90 of the Community Charter, the Board gives notice and exercises its 
authority and excludes the media and public, except for regional district staff from the Closed (In-
Camera) Meeting of the Board to deal with matters falling under Section 90 (1)(a) and (j). 

 
That the Board of the North Coast Regional District recess to Closed (In-Camera) meeting at 
3:51 P.M. returning immediately following the Closed (In-Camera) meeting. 

Chair Pages/ 

258-2026 CARRIED 
Reconvened at 5:09 P.M. 

 
8.5 C. Edwards, Corporate Officer - Director Accommodations - Port Edward Regular Board  

Meeting - June 19, 2026 

 
That the report from staff entitled “Director Accommodations - Port Edward 
Regular Board Meeting - June 19, 2026”, be received for information. 

Director Cunningham/Director Franzen 

259-2026 CARRIED 

Item 3.1
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9. BYLAWS 
 

10. LAND REFERRALS / PLANNING 
10.1 C. Wentland, Planning and Economic Development Officer - Land Referral 195388661 

- 003 – Rogers Communications – License of Occupation for Communications Site 

 
That the staff report entitled “Land Referral 195388661 - 003 – Rogers 
Communications – License of Occupation for Communications Site”, be 
received; 

 
And that the Board provide a response to the Ministry supporting approval of 
the project subject to the applicant providing and completing the necessary 
reporting under the Species At Risk Act. 

Director Young/Director Cunningham 

260-2026 CARRIED 
 

11. NEW BUSINESS 
11.1 Director's Reports 

 
Director Cunningham, City of Prince Rupert 
- The City's new A&W has opened and has been busy. 
- Roadworks crews are completing the cut block of road next to the A&W and roundabout. 
- Road repair on the south side of Crestview is underway. 
- Sand cleaning along road ways is ongoing due to the large amounts of winter maintenance 
required during the winter months. 

 
Director Franzen, District of Port Edward 
- The District is conducting interviews for a Chief Administrative Officer. 
- The District is preparing for its 60th anniversary celebration held on June 20th. 
- The District is holding a community cleanup is on the 19th and 21st of May 
- The District has adopted its 5 year financial plan. 
- Ongoing infrastructure work is underway to address community storm drains. 
- The Ministry of Environment and Parks is actively working with the District on Dianna Lake 
Park improvements and maintenance. 

 
Director Bergman, Electoral Area C 
- Seasonal members of the community have begun to arrive. 
- Diamond drillers are in the community working in a remote site 
- NCRD staff visited the community and hosted a Q&A session regarding service 
establishment. 

 
Director Cabianca, Village of Port Clements 
- The Village hosted a community cleanup where free pickup of garbage was offered for 
seniors and was well used by the community. 
- The Village ordered a new community playground 
- Ongoing works to finalize the sewage lagoon in progressing. 
- A new clerk has started with the Village. 

Item 3.1
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Director Young, Electoral Area D 
- Director Young attended the Association of Vancouver Island and Coastal Communities 
Convention. 
- Director Young mentioned ongoing community engagement activities in Tlell regarding civic 
addressing 

 
Director Rutherford, Electoral Area A 
- Director Rutherford noted ongoing conversations with the community about the gazebo 
project. 
- O'Brien road maintenance was able to go ahead with brushing and laying some gravel in the 
community. 
- Director Rutherford mentioned that the community was looking to do a scrap metal cleanup 
project. 

 
Director Pineault, Village of Daajing Giids 
- Sturdy Creek which continually floods during high precipitation events is undergoing an 
archeological study in support of advancing remediation efforts. 
- Director Pineault mentioned that the redesign of the logo for the Village is going well. 
- The Village will be hosting a townhall on the proposed sewage treatment plant. 
- Director Pineault noted that the recent healthcare equality letter was published in the Tyee 
newspaper and included on a radio broadcast section. 

 
Director Putterill, Electoral Area E 
- The Sandspit Boil water advisory was lifted. 
- Director Putterill mentioned that a way shack used by the community and Rod and Gun club 
along Copper Bay Road had been torn down as it was at its end of life. 
- The Sandspit Harbour society is beginning a sediment removal project. 

 
Chair Pages, Village of Masset 
- The Village's airport runway paving has been making good progress due to good weather and 
the trees which are impeding the airport glide slope are currently being considered by the 
CHN. 
- Chair Pages noted that the paving company working to pave the airport had a street sweeper 
available for rent to the Village which was rented to clean up the streets of gravel from winter 
maintenance. 

 
That the Director's verbal reports be received. 

Director Cunningham/Director Franzen 

261-2026 CARRIED 
 

11.2 D. Fish, Chief Administrative Officer -MIRR Community Engagement 

 
Staff discussed community engagement events being planned in the civic communities on 
Haida Gwaii by the Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation and the Council of 
the Haida Nation. MIRR has inquired into the potential participation of elected officials 
during these community meetings. The Board asked questions and Staff responded 
accordingly. 

 
11.3 Director Young, Electoral Area D - Northern Health Temporary Foreign Worker Policy 

 
Director Young provided an update regarding Northern Health staff who have been 
inadvertently stripped from their eligibility for temporary foreign worker status by changes 

Item 3.1
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to job descriptions in sweeping policy updates. The Board noted that this issue can also be 
raised at tomorrow's North West Regional Hospital District meeting. 

 
11.4 Director Putterill, Electoral Area E- 2026 Census Delivery 

 
That Staff send correspondence to the Honourable Melanie Joly copying Andre 
Loranger, Chief Statistician of Canada, regarding late and haphazard issuance 
of census forms by mail for 2026. 

Director Putterill/Director Cunningham 

262-2026 CARRIED 
 

11.5 Director Putterill, Electoral Area E - Scenic Highway Improvement Act. 

 
That Staff investigate all roads designated as scenic highway in Haida Gwaii 
and bring further reporting to the Board. 

Director Putterill/Director Cunningham 

263-2026 CARRIED 
 

12. OLD BUSINESS 
12.1 Director Pages, Village of Masset - Follow-Up on May 6, 2026, Meeting with BC 

Ferries 

 
That the Board send correspondence to Union of BC Municipalities requesting 
that BC Ferries be invited as a presenting organization at the 2026 Union of BC 
Municipalities Annual General Meeting and Convention. 

Director Young/Director Putterill 

264-2026 CARRIED 
 

13. PUBLIC INPUT 
 

14. ADJOURNMENT 
14.1 Adjournment 

 
That the Board resolves to adjourn the May 15, 2026 meeting the time being 
6:20 P.M. 

Director Cunningham/Director Franzen 

265-2026 CARRIED 
 

Approved and adopted: Certified correct: 
 
 

 
Chair Corporate Officer 

Item 3.1

Page 14 of 188



Electoral Area Advisory Committee Meeting 
Minutes 

May 15, 2026 

Page 1 of 2 

 

North Coast Regional District 
Electoral Area Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

Friday, May 15, 2026 10:00 AM 
Held at the Highliner Hotel (815 1st Avenue, Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1B3) 

 
 

E. Putterill, Electoral Area E (via teleconference) 
Chair:  
  
 
 
 

O. Rutherford, Electoral Area A 
Directors: K. Bergman, Electoral Area C 

J. Young, Electoral Area D 
 
Regrets: 0 

D. Fish, Chief Administrative Officer 
S. Landrath, Treasurer 

Staff: C. Edwards, Corporate Officer 
C. Wentland, Planning/Economic 
Development Officer 

Public Media: 0 
 
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

1.1 Call to Order at 10:08 A.M. 

 
1.2 The North Coast Regional District Electoral Area Advisory Committee acknowledges 

the traditional territory of the Haida and Tsimshian on which this meeting takes 
place. 

 
2. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA (ADDITIONS/DELETIONS) 

2.1 Adoption of Agenda 

 
That the May 15, 2026 Electoral Area Advisory Committee meeting agenda be 
adopted as presented. 

Director Young/Director Bergman 

038-2026 CARRIED 
 

3. COMMITTEE MINUTES & BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
3.1 Electoral Area Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of April 15, 2026 

 
That the following Electoral Area Advisory Committee meeting minutes be 
adopted as presented: 

 
• Minutes of the April 15, 2026 Electoral Area Advisory Committee 

meeting; and 

Item 4.1
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• Minutes of the April 28, 2026 RBA Funding Electoral Area Advisory 
Committee meeting. 

Director Young/Director Bergman 

039-2026 CARRIED 
 

4. STANDING COMMITTEE / COMMISSION MINUTES - BUSINESS ARISING 
 

5. FINANCE 
 

6. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

7. REPORTS / RESOLUTIONS 
 

Director Rutherford joined the meeting at 10:46 A.M. 

7.1 C. Wentland, Planning and Economic Development Officer - OCP Round 2 Scenario 
Planning 

 
Staff presented a review of completed activities in official community plan revitalization to 
date, collected feedback during round 2 of public engagement, and guiding topics on draft 
official community plan statements for input. The Committee asked questions and Staff 
responded accordingly. 

 
8. NEW BUSINESS 

 
9. OLD BUSINESS 

 
10. PUBLIC INPUT 

 
11. ADJOURNMENT 

11.1 Adjourn 

 
That the Electoral Area Advisory Committee resolves to adjourn the May 15, 
2026 meeting the time being 12:42 P.M. 

Director Young/Director Bergman 

040-2026 CARRIED 
 

Approved and adopted: Certified correct: 
 
 

 
Chair Corporate Officer 
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Electoral Area Advisory Committee Meeting 
Minutes 

May 20, 2026  
 

  

 
  

 North Coast Regional District 
RBA Funding Electoral Area Advisory Committee Meeting 

Minutes 
Wednesday, May 20, 2026 10:00 AM 

Held via teleconference  

 

 
Chair:  E. Putterill, Electoral Area E  

Directors: 
  

   
K. Bergman, Electoral Area C 
J. Young, Electoral Area D 
  

 

Regrets: O. Rutherford, Electoral Area A 
   

Staff: 
D. Fish, Chief Administrative Officer 
S. Landrath, Treasurer 
C. Edwards, Corporate Officer  

 

Public Media: 0   
  
  
 
 1. CALL TO ORDER  
 1.1 Call to Order at 7:06 P.M.  
 
 1.2 The North Coast Regional District Electoral Area Advisory Committee acknowledges 

the traditional territory of the Haida and Tsimshian on which this meeting takes 
place.  

 
 2. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA (ADDITIONS/DELETIONS)  
 2.1 Adoption of Agenda  
 
 That the May 20, 2026 Electoral Area Advisory Committee meeting agenda be 

adopted as presented. 
Director Bergman/Director Young  

 041-2026 CARRIED 
 
 3. CORRESPONDENCE  
 3.1 R. Brooks, Secretary, North Coast Mountain Bike Association - 2026 NCRD 

Community Works Funding Application   
 
 That the correspondence from R. Brooks, Secretary, North Coast Mountain 

Bike Association regarding the 2026 NCRD Community Works Funding 
Application be received. 

Director Bergman/Director Young  
 042-2026 CARRIED 
 

Page 1 of 2
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Electoral Area Advisory Committee Meeting 
Minutes 

May 20, 2026  
 

 That Staff be directed to bring the gas tax policy to the next EAAC meeting for 
review.  

Director Bergman/Director Young  
 043-2026 CARRIED 
 
 4. REPORTS / RESOLUTIONS  
 4.1 D. Fish, Chief Administrative Officer - Resource Benefits Alliance & Community Works 

Funds Funding  
 
 That the Electoral Area Advisory Committee recommend to the Board of the 

North Coast Regional District allocating $49,800 of RBA funding to the 
Sandspit placemaking project. 

Director Young/Director Bergman  
 044-2026 CARRIED 
 
 That the report entitled “Resource Benefits Alliance & Community Works 

Funds Funding” be received. 
Director Bergman/Director Young  

 045-2026 CARRIED 
 
 5. NEW BUSINESS 
 
 6. OLD BUSINESS 
 
 7. PUBLIC INPUT 
 
 8. ADJOURNMENT  
 8.1 Adjourn  
 
 That the Electoral Area Advisory Committee resolves to adjourn the May 20, 

2026 meeting the time being 7:53 P.M. 
Director Bergman/Director Young  

 046-2026 CARRIED 
 
 Approved and adopted: 

 
 

 Certified correct: 
 
 

 _________________ 
Chair 

 _________________ 
Corporate Officer 
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Classification: Protected A

West Coast Oil Pipeline Engagement

1
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Classification: Protected A2

• We represent Alberta’s government.
– Alberta’s government plans to submit a proposal - not an application - to the Major Projects Office for a West 

Coast Oil Pipeline (WCOP) project by July 1, 2026.
– The Major Projects Office (MPO) was established by the federal government in 2025 to streamline the 

approval and development of major infrastructure projects considered to be in the national interest. 

• We have structured a team to work on pre-engagement for the WCOP project. Our team includes Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous engagement professionals, communications staff, and a full technical team. 

• The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Alberta's government and the federal government commits 
both governments to explore and advance the feasibility of a new crude oil pipeline to Canada’s West, working 
collaboratively to assess regulatory pathways, Indigenous partnership opportunities, and financing options to 
increase Canadian energy export capacity to global markets.

• WCOP is in Canada’s national interest because it will strengthen energy security, expand access to global 
markets, generate economic growth and public revenues, and can create long-term economic opportunities for 
Indigenous Nations across the project corridor.

Who We Are
Item
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Classification: Protected A3

Commitments & Values

Community First
We are committed to high-

quality engagement 
standards, grounded in 

transparency, respect, and 
consistency. 

Stronger Together
We are committed to 

partnership, guided by a 
principle of shared benefit and 

co-ownership.

Sustainability
We are committed to the 
integration of traditional 

knowledge, recognizing its 
importance in informing responsible 

project development.

Your Voice Matters
Inclusive engagement, ensuring 
all voices and perspectives have 

an opportunity to be heard.

Grounded Understanding
Active listening, with a focus on 

understanding community 
priorities and concerns.

Building Trust
Proactive risk management, 

identifying and addressing issues 
early through open dialogue.

Item
 5.1
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Classification: Protected A4

• To introduce the project concept and begin building a respectful dialogue.

• To understand preferred communication protocols, including who the appropriate representatives 
are and how each community prefers to receive information and engage in discussions.

• To gather initial perspectives on the project, including how communities feel about the concept of a 
potential pipeline and any early questions, priorities, or concerns they may wish to raise.

What Are We Engaging About?
Item
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Classification: Protected A5

• Alberta’s government is preparing a submission for a world-class Indigenous co-owned pipeline to 
the west coast of British Columbia to strengthen Canada’s energy independence, increase global 
competitiveness and drive prosperity.

Project Description
Item
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Classification: Protected A6

Project Timeline

Fall 2025 - ongoing
Engagement and 

pre-work 
Relationship-building 

conversations began with 
Indigenous communities in 

Alberta and British Columbia 
and continue as part of the 

Alberta’s government’s 
commitment to meaningful 
and respectful engagement.

October 2025
Project 

announcement
Alberta's government 

announced the plan to 
advance a submission to 
the Major Projects Office 

for a west coast oil 
pipeline.

November 2025
MOU signed

The governments of 
Canada and 

Alberta signed an 
MOU that included a 
declaration that an 

Indigenous co-owned 
Alberta oil pipeline to 

Asian markets is a project 
of national interest.

We are here
Submission 

development
The technical advisory 

group reviewed the criteria 
for a project of national 

interest and assembled a 
team of technical experts 
that started preliminary 

assessment work.

July 2026
Submission

Alberta’s government will 
submit the west coast oil 

pipeline project to the 
Major Projects Office for 

designation as a project of 
national interest.

Item
 5.1
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Classification: Protected A7

• We are committed to understanding and managing environmental risks comprehensively.

• Environmental protection is not an afterthought, but part of the earliest planning decisions and 
regulatory review processes.

• We recognize communities have raised important concerns about potential risks, including spills, 
impacts to waterways, caribou habitat, salmon habitat, traditional land use, and sensitive coastal 
and ecosystems. We understand these concerns are serious and deeply rooted in stewardship 
responsibilities and lived experience. That is why comprehensive environmental review, rigorous 
study, and meaningful Indigenous engagement would be essential components of any project 
advancement.

• Early planning will include identifying sensitive landscapes, watercourses, habitats, and ecosystems, 
and integrating robust protection and mitigation measures into project design. Studies and planning 
will inform how potential impacts are prevented or minimized.

Environment & Safety
Item
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Classification: Protected A8

We Are 
Committed to 
Working 
Together to 
Protect Land 
and Water.
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Classification: Protected A9

We Are 
Committed to 
High 
Standards - 
Prevention is 
Our Top 
Priority. Item
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Classification: Protected A10

• The MOU between Alberta’s and Canada’s governments regarding a proposed pipeline project 
affirms Indigenous communities as true partners, with pathways to ownership, economic benefits 
and long-term prosperity.

• There will be opportunities associated with the proposed project, including employment, training, 
contracting, and procurement packages.

• The scope and timing of these opportunities will become clearer as the project advances and more 
detailed planning is completed, but partnership with Indigenous communities with be crafted from 
the start.

Economic Opportunities
Item
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Classification: Protected A11

• We are open to discussing whatever form of arrangement a community may wish to consider at this 
stage, whether that be continued meetings, presentations, communications protocol, letter of intent, 
memorandum of understanding, or another form of early-stage agreement that supports ongoing 
dialogue and collaboration.

• Please let us know:
 What questions do you have about this phase of the project?
 How would you like to receive information/communications protocol for this project for your community?
 Who in your community should we be engaging with as discussions continue? 
 What information you’d like to receive?
 Can we follow-up over the next few months?

Possible Next Steps
Item
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Let’s make
the future friendly“
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Payable To Amount Purpose

Aurora Design Group Ltd. 67,804.77$                   
Project 1836 - Haida Gwaii Repair Work 

(Sandspit Water)

BC Hydro 7,375.46$                     
New RD building, Regional Recycling, ISW 

(landfill), Sandspit Hall & Sandspit 

Pumphouses hydro (5 invoices)

Big Red Enterprises Ltd. 20,795.83$                  April garbage collection

Christie 3D Adorn Ltd. 12,059.25$                   
Excavator service, porto toilet rental/cleaning 

and labour & truck-fencing (2 invoices)

Doane Grant Thorton LPP 18,375.00$                   2025 NCRD Audit - bill #1

Haida Gwaii Fuel Ltd. 10,419.18$                    April statement (15 invoices)

Horst, Michael 49,000.00$                 
2011 Excavator - Takeuchi TB175 MIDI 

175301892

Methane Expert Engineering Ltd. 5,195.65$                      Solar Flare - Project Initiation

Municipal Pension Plan (MPP) 11,334.74$                    
PP10-2026 Payroll Remittance                       

(Employee & Employer portions)

Pacific Blue Cross 16,400.57$                   
PBC/BC Life Premiums - June and ASO 

(Travel) - April

Receiver General 19,435.06$                   PP10-2026 Payroll Remittance

Rocky Point Engineering Ltd. 5,197.50$                     
Mechanical Consulting & Energy Modelling - 

New RD building

Rupert Wood'n Steel Construction Ltd. 81,264.84$                   
Structural Repairs (new RD building), 

Billing #9

Urban Systems Ltd. 8,635.20$                    
NCRD On-Demand Planning Services & 

D/E OCP Support Tasks (2 invoices)

Vancouver Island Regional Library 17,025.25$                   2026 Quarter 2 Levy

350,318.30$       

51,483.75$          

401,802.05$      

Includes vendors paid via credit card

TOTAL PAYMENTS:

North Coast Regional District
Supplier payments over $5,000 - May, 2026

PAYMENTS OVER $5,000:

PAYMENTS UNDER $5,000:

I:\#5 Finance\1730 Cheques - CY 7y D\1730-00 General\Supplier Payments Over $5000\Supplier Payments over $5000-2026
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June 19, 2026 
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Staff Report  

 
Date:  June 19, 2026 

To:  D. Fish, Chief Administrative Officer 

From: S. Landrath, Treasurer 

Subject: 2025 Statement of Financial Information 

Recommendation: 

That the Board of the North Coast Regional District approve the 2025 
Statement of Financial Information as presented. 

 
BACKGROUND: 

The Financial Information Act requires every local government in British Columbia to 
submit Statements of Financial Information (SOFI) to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing by June 30th of each year. Under the Financial Information Regulations 
of SOFI, the Board of Directors must approve the financial information submitted to the 
Ministry. 
 
The SOFI report ensures municipal compliance with provincial reporting requirements. 
The  for disbursements and statements financial SOFI  to is of the purpose  report the
employee remuneration, goods and services. It is a regulatory requirement for all local 
governments in British Columbia to submit SOFI report by June 30 each year and make 
it available for public examination for 3 years once released. 
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2 

The SOFI includes the North Coast Regional District’s (NCRD) audited financial 
statements and schedules regarding remuneration paid to the Board of Directors, a listing 
of the NCRD  the reporting over remuneration with theirand employees’s  positions
threshold amount of $75,000, amounts paid to suppliers of goods and/or services to
which the NCRD  taxes other and any GST exceeding a totalpaid  $25,000 including
during the year, and all grants awarded by the NCRD to not-for-profit organizations for 
the reporting year. 
 
The schedules are prepared for the provincial government according to the Financial 
Information Act Regulations. It should be noted that SOFI schedules are based on when 
payments were made rather than the accrual basis normally used for financial statement 
presentation. 
 

 the  under requiredAs  Government ActLocal   376Section  the , NCRD  to requiredis
prepare the SOFI as well as present the audited financial statements of the previous year.  
Public notice was given that the SOFI report and the audited financial statements are 
available for public viewing.  To this date, no public comments have been received.  The 
SOFI must be approved by the Board before June 30th each year. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Board Remuneration 
The remuneration amounts disclosed in the SOFI report include the following: 

• Honoraria  
• Officer’s Allowance 
• Electronic Devices allowance 
• Meeting remuneration 

 
Staff Remuneration  
The remuneration amounts disclosed in the SOFI report include the following: 

• Salary/Hourly wages 
• Vehicle allowance 
• Vacation pay 
• Statutory holiday pay 
• Sick pay 
• Medical pay 
• Overtime 
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3 

• Charge hand bonus  
• Retroactive wage changes 
• Taxable benefits including Accidental Death & Dismemberment, Life Insurance 

and MSP premiums. 
 

Expenses 
The expense amounts disclosed in the SOFI include the following costs to attend board 
meetings, conventions and professional development courses: 

• Travel costs including ferry, airfare, mileage, taxi charges, baggage handling fees 
• Accommodations 
• Registration fees  
• Actual meal costs or per diems 

 
Not included in remuneration or expense disclosure 

• Employer’s portion of Canada Pension Plan contributions and Employment
Insurance premiums 

• Payments to the Municipal Pension Plan  
• Benefits paid by the employer which are not taxable in the hands of the employee 

(extended health, dental, and long-term disability)  
• Worksafe BC premiums. 
• Safety clothing and boot allowances 
• Business cards 
• Meals and refreshments for board meetings and committee meetings 
• Amounts included in accounts payable or prepaid expenses at December 31, 2023 

 
Recoveries/reimbursements 
It is important to note that the report does not include any recoveries. So, reimbursements 
made  the from NCRD the to North West  been have not District HospitalRegional
deducted from the amount reported as expenses of the Board. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff is recommending that the Board approve the 2025 SOFI report as presented. 
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 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Office of the Web Site: Mailing Address: Location: 
Premier www.gov.bc.ca PO Box 9041 Stn Prov Govt Parliament Buildings 
  Victoria BC  V8W 9E1 Victoria 
 

 
 

May 13, 2026 
 
Dear Mayors and Regional District Chairs: 
 
The 2026 Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM) Convention will be held in Vancouver from 
September 14–18, 2026. My Cabinet colleagues and I are looking forward to meeting and 
continuing our shared work to support resilient communities and stable local economies. 
 
If you would like to request a meeting with me, or one of my Cabinet colleagues, please register 
online at https://ubcmreg.gov.bc.ca (invitation code: MeetingRequest2026) by June 24, 2026. 
Attached is the Provincial Appointment Book, which is intended to serve as a reference document 
to identify the lead Minister for any topic(s) you wish to discuss. Should you have any questions 
related to Minister-level meetings, please contact UBCM.Meetings@gov.bc.ca or phone 
250-213-3856. 
 
For staff-level meetings, the Intergovernmental Relations Secretariat will shortly be providing 
details on how to request a meeting with a provincial ministry, agency, commission, and/or 
corporation. 
 
The Convention continues to provide an important forum for dialogue, problem‑solving, and 
partnership across all orders of government. I am pleased to have the opportunity to join you 
again this year and to work together to protect essential services, strengthen health care and 
education, support families, and build safer, more resilient communities. 
 
I look forward to connecting with many of you in September. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
David Eby, KC 
Premier 
 
Attachment 
 
cc: Honourable Brittny Anderson 

Minister of State for Local Governments and Rural Communities 
 
Cori Ramsay, President 
Union of BC Municipalities 
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May 8, 2026 
 
File: 0530-003/0400-30 
 
Via email - FIN.Minister@gov.bc.ca 
 
 
The Honourable Brenda Bailey 
Minister of Finance 
Province of British Columbia 
 
Dear Minister Bailey: 
 
Re: Provincial Sales Tax Expansion 
 
The City of Abbotsford has received a copy of your April 30, 2026 response to the Village of Zeballos
regarding the expansion of the Provincial Sales Tax (PST). We appreciate your explanation of the
Government of BC’s rationale, including the goal of broadening the tax base to better reflect the modern, 
service-oriented economy.  
  
On behalf of Abbotsford City Council, I am writing to respectfully reinforce concerns raised by local 
governments across British Columbia regarding the application of PST to professional and related services, 
and to request further consideration of measures that would mitigate the impacts on municipalities. 
  
As reflected in the City of Abbotsford’s proposed 2026 UBCM resolution, local governments already face 
substantial fiscal pressures, including infrastructure renewal, climate adaptation, and housing delivery, with 
limited revenue tools available. Applying PST to required professional services represents an internal cost 
shift within the public sector that constrains the ability of local governments to effectively deliver provincially 
mandated and essential community services. Professional services are crucial for municipal infrastructure 
delivery, regulatory compliance, and long-term capital planning.  
  
While we acknowledge that the tax will apply to only a portion of certain service costs, the cumulative
financial impact on local governments remains significant and creates upward pressure on project budgets 
and property taxation without improving service outcomes.  
  
We also note the province’s reference to broader tax policy alignment across jurisdictions and measures 
taken to reduce costs for businesses and local governments. While these measures are appreciated, they 
do not directly offset the specific and immediate financial impacts of the PST expansion on municipal capital 
and operating budgets.  
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 Minister Bailey 2 May 8, 2026  

Consistent with Abbotsford’s UBCM resolution and the concerns raised by other communities such as the 
Village of Zeballos, we respectfully request that the province consider one of the following approaches: 
 

1. Exempt local governments from the application of PST on professional and related services; 
or 

2. Implement a rebate or offset mechanism, similar to the GST model, to avoid intergovernmental 
cost downloading and mitigate impacts on affordability and infrastructure delivery.  

  
We believe these approaches would maintain the broader tax objectives while recognizing the distinct role 
of local governments as public service providers operating within constrained fiscal frameworks. 
  
The City of Abbotsford values its strong partnership with the Government of BC and remains committed to 
working collaboratively on solutions that support sustainable infrastructure investment, housing delivery, 
and community well-being. We would welcome the opportunity to engage further with you and your ministry 
to explore options that address these concerns. 
  
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 

 
 
Ross Siemens 
Mayor 
 
c. Hon. Christine Boyle, Minister of Housing and Municipal Affairs 
    Bruce Banman, MLA Abbotsford South 
    Harman Bhangu, MLA Langley - Abbotsford 
    Reann Gasper, MLA Abbotsford-Mission 
    Heather Maahs, MLA Chilliwack North 
    Korky Neufeld, MLA Abbotsford West  
    Union of British Columbia Municipalities 
    British Columbia Regional Districts 
    Council members 
    Peter Sparanese, City Manager 
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PC0635 / 121 

 
June 8, 2026 
 
 
VIA E-MAIL 
 
Barry Pages  
corporateofficer@ncrdbc.com 
 
 
Dear Mr. Pages,  

Thank you for detailing health care accessibility for residents of the North Coast and Haida 
Gwaii. We appreciate hearing from the people of B.C. about their concerns and questions about 
government, and their ideas about areas where we might focus on in our audit work, we give 
each request serious consideration.  
 
We have taken note of your concerns, and we’ll consider your submission further in our future 
planning. As we are required to maintain the confidentiality of our work, we are  
unable to report back on the status of any work that may arise relative to your submission.  
  
Check out oag.bc.ca for more information about what we do and to stay up to date on our 
reports and planning  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sheila Dodds, CPA, CA, CIA  
Deputy Auditor General 
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May 13, 2026 
 
 

Honourable Mark Carney 
Prime Minister 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A6 
Email: 
mark.carney@parl.gc.ca  
  

Honourable Premier David 
Eby 
Office of the Premier PO BOX 
9041 STN Prov. Govt. 
Victoria, BC 
V8W 9E1 
Email:  
Premier@gov.bc.ca   

 

Auditor General Canada 
240 Sparks Street, 
Ottawa, ON 
K1A 0G6 
Email:  
communications@oag-bvg.gc.ca  

Auditor General of British 
Columbia 
PO Box 9036 STN PROV GOVT, 
Victoria BC 
V8W 9A2 
Email:  
bcauditor@bcauditor.com  

  

 
Re: Health Care Equality – North Coast and Haida Gwaii 
 
 
Dear Honourable Prime Minister and Premier,  
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the North Coast Regional District (NCRD), we wish 
to firstly thank Canada, and the Province for their work to provide Canadians and British 
Columbians access to necessary healthcare services. For rural and remote areas such as 
the  receive to distances largetravel must residents and Haida Gwaii, Coast North
specialized and even routine healthcare services.  
 
The geographical gaps in healthcare services create challenges for residents of the North 
Coast  which services to  necessary receive and Haida Gwaii  healthcare is why  arewe
writing to request that health care equality be reconsidered for rural and remote areas 
that require extensive travel to receive healthcare services.  
 
On Haida Gwaii and in other rural and remote areas, residents do not have local access to 
multiple healthcare services at the extent required to effectively address health issues
such as:  
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• Mental health services;  
• Addiction facilities; 
• Diagnostic care; 
• Surgery;  
• Cancer treatment; 
• Orthodontic care; and 
• Optometric care. 

 
 
For the residents of Haida Gwaii seeking health care, time travelling to receive health care 
can span days and requires coordination with BC Ferry sailing schedules. While portions 
of BC Ferries transportation fees are provincially covered under the Medical Services
Plan, most do not receive taxable travel benefits from employers to benefit fully from the 
Northern  CreditExpense Tax the Medical travel, Residents  medical Deductions  and
available to all Canadians is easily exceeded. Expenses such as accommodations, childcare 
and lost wages, add up quickly and substantially.  
 
Travel to larger centers such as Terrace, Prince George or Vancouver can take a week or 
longer for a single appointment. Often treatments are prolonged, may require multiple 
appointments, and/or trips are unexpected as with medivacs. This can leave patients with 
both a health and a financial crisis.  
 
To address the inequality of health care accessibility and to support equity of health care 
for residents of the North Coast, Haida Gwaii, and other rural and remote areas the Board 
requests that the Province and the Government of Canada: 

• Ensures t inequity the  examines and Plan Togetherhe Working  recognizes that 
Canadians in rural and remote areas face to obtain health care services, including 
service delivery  oflength gaps,   Health  the  and Care, obtain requiredtravel  to
associated costs and impact for individuals. 

• Defines  accessreasonable  and establishes  healthof standards  careprovincial
accessibility to ensure equitable access for those living in rural and remote areas in 
British Columbia. 

• Amends the Canada Health Act to add clear language under Accessibility Section 
12 to address reasonable access geographically for all Canadians. 

• Enables a regional Health Care Service Delivery Study, modeled from BC’s Living 
Wage Study, to identify service gaps and the costs endured by some British
Columbians. 
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• Pledges to address systemic challenges and harmonize health care service delivery 
throughout entire catchment areas. 

 
In addition, the Board requests that the Auditor specific to British Columbia undertake a 
comprehensive  and remote rural for health of  care real the ofand reviewaudit  costs
British Columbian’s requiring extensive travel to access services including: 
 

• Reviewing the Province’s adherence to the guiding principles of the Canada Health 
Act and the Medicare Protection Act with specific attention to rural and remote 
communities. 

• Reviewing  designates allocatesand that  the  selection orthe process  criteria
locations of health care services and/or equipment, including diagnostic imaging. 

• Assessing the equity in current Canada Health Transfer Payments and provincial 
healthcare allocations of said payments. 

•  care health ofEvaluation downloading  the followingandtrends  socioeconomic 
and per capita impacts on rural and remote communities. 

 
Through these actions, the Province and the Government of Canada can support restoring 
a strong and reliable health care system that addresses the needs of communities in rural 
and remote areas where many Canadians live, work, and play. The necessity of reliable, 
suitable,  large  a support that these regions and  iscare health effective  imperative in
portion of the Canadian natural resource sector and international trade. 
 
Thank you again for your dedication to providing health care to Canadians and British 
Columbians, and for your attention to the needs of rural and remote areas. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Barry Pages  
Chair 
cc. Mr. Ellis Ross, MP; Honourable Josee Osborne, Minister of Health; Honourable Tamara 
Davidson, MLA; North Coast President Gaagwiis and Council of the Haida Nation; North 
West Regional Hospital Board; All Islands Protocol Table; Aidan McLaren-Caux, UBCM Small 
Communities Group; Laurie Hopfl, Rural Mayors Health Group; Medical Services 
Commission MSC; BC Ombudsperson; Village of Daajing Giids 
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The Corporation of the 

District of Central Saanich 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 21, 2026 

 

Honourable Christine Boyle, Minister of Housing and Municipal Affairs 

Parliament Buildings Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 

Via email: HMA.minister@gov.bc.ca  

 

The Honourable Brenda Bailey, Minister of Finance 

PO Box 9048 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC V8W 9E2 

Via email: FIN.Minister@gov.bc.ca 

 

Dear Ministers Boyle and Bailey, 

 

RE: Request for Dedicated Provincial Funding to Support Municipalities That Achieve Provincially Mandated 

Housing Targets 

 

On behalf of the Council of the District of Central Saanich, I am writing to acknowledge the Province of British 

Columbia’s leadership in addressing the housing crisis through the establishment of mandatory housing targets 

for local governments. We share the Province’s commitment to increasing housing supply and supporting 

complete, livable communities across British Columbia.  

 

The District of Central Saanich has proactively responded to provincial housing initiatives and requirements. Council 

and staff have undertaken significant planning, policy, and regulatory work to facilitate increased housing supply, 

including substantive housing-related land use policy changes, zoning bylaw amendments, and updates to our 

Official Community Plan. These actions required considerable municipal resources and reflect Council’s strong 

commitment to meeting, exceedingcases severalinand , prour targets.housingovincially mandated   

  

While Central Saanich is proud of its progress, the rapid pace and scale of housing delivery required to meet 

provincial generatestargets corresponding growth- pressures on municipal related

operations, neighbourhood livability, and community infrastructure. Increased development activity places added 

demands on staff capacity, traffic and transportation systems, water, sewer, stormwater, and utility infrastructure, 

as well as parks, recreation facilities, and other public amenities that support a high quality of life.  

  

Local governments that demonstrate leadership and compliance with provincial housing mandates play a critical 

role in achieving shared provincial objectives. To that end, Council respectfully requests that he Province establish 

a dedicated funding stream for municipalities that have successfully implemented housing-enabling policy and 

regulatory changes and achieved or exceeded their housing targets. Such a program would recognize municipal 

leadership, incentivize continued housing creation, and ensure communities have the tools necessary to manage 

growth responsibly.  
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Specifically, the District of Central Saanich urges the Province to consider funding that may be allocated to:  

• Municipal operational capacity, including staffing and systems required to manage increased development 

activity and service demands;  

• Neighbourhood infrastructure improvements, such as traffic calming initiatives, pedestrian safety 

enhancements, and active transportation infrastructure;  

• Civil infrastructure upgrades, including water, sewer, stormwater, and utility capacity expansions required to 

support additional housing; and  

• Public amenities, including parks, recreation facilities, community spaces, and other infrastructure that 

contributes to complete, livable, and resilient neighbourhoods.  

  

Central Saanich has demonstrated strong alignment with provincial housing objectives through timely policy 

implementation and regulatory reform. However, without dedicated growth-related funding, municipalities risk 

falling behind in delivering the infrastructure and services needed to support the very housing supply 

the Province seeks to accelerate.  

  

We would welcome the opportunity to work collaboratively with the Province to further refine this approach and 

to share Central Saanich’s experience as a community that has embraced housing reform. Council also intends to 

share this correspondence with the Union of British Columbia Municipalities and neighbouring local governments 

to support broader regional and provincial advocacy on this matter.  

  

Thank you for your continued partnership and leadership in addressing British Columbia’s housing challenges. We 

look forward to your consideration of this request and to ongoing collaboration to support sustainable growth 

and livable communities. Should you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact our Director of 

Planning and Building Services, at Jarret.Matanowitsch@csaanich.ca.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Mayor Ryan Windsor 

 

cc: Union of British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) 
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From: Duke, Larry A FOR:EX <Larry.Duke@gov.bc.ca>  
Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2026 11:11 AM 
To: Duke, Larry A FOR:EX <Larry.Duke@gov.bc.ca> 
Subject: Update on the Rennell Sound FSR (“Rennell Pass”) Access Restoration Work 
 
Greetings, 
The Haida Gwaii Natural Resource District of the Ministry of Forests is providing the 
following update regarding the Rennell Sound Forest Service Road (FSR), commonly 
referred to as “The Rennell Pass”. 
The Ministry has plans to replace aging creek crossings along the Rennell Sound FSR. 
Storm events in November 2025 caused additional damage to the road corridor, including 
failure of two crossings and a landslide that blocked the road, resulting in closure of the 
route to all vehicle traffic. 
Major construction activities will commence on or about June 13, 2026. The planned work 
includes replacement of eight stream crossings through installation of bridges and major 
culverts, as well as removal of the landslide blocking the road corridor. 
Construction plans estimate that work may be substantially completed by early August 
2026. It is important to caution that this timeline remains subject to change. Project 
completion will depend on a number of factors including weather, site conditions, 
construction progress, and any unforeseen issues encountered during the work. Therefore, 
due to project complexities, it is currently premature to confirm a reopening date for 2026. 
The Rennell Sound FSR remains closed to vehicle traffic and the public is reminded to 
respect all posted signs, barricades, and construction activities within the corridor. 
As a recognized important route to residents, visitors, and recreational users, the public’s 
patience as this work proceeds is appreciated. Additional project updates will be provided 
as construction progresses. 
Questions regarding the project may be directed to FrontCounter Haida Gwaii at 250-559-
6200 or by email at FrontCounterHaidaGwaii@gov.bc.ca 
 Thank you. 
 

 

Larry Duke, RFT 

Engineering Officer 
Haida Gwaii Natural Resource District | Ministry of Forests  

250-559-6415 | Larry.Duke@gov.bc.ca  

With.gratitude.I.live.and.work.on.the.traditional.territory.of.the.Haida.Nation 
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From: Natasha Westover <nwestover@westernlng.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 9, 2026 1:22 PM 
To: Natasha Westover <nwestover@westernlng.com> 
Subject: First Nations Agreements with Ksi Lisims LNG 
 
Good Afternoon, 
 
Please find the attached briefing note for your awareness and use. This information is currently live 
and we have begun to receive media inquiries but I wanted to ensure that you were aware of this 
great announcement. 
For context, the announcement outlines that Metlakatla and Lax Kw'alaams have signed new 
agreements with Ksi Lisims LNG and updated agreements with PRGT and have dropped their 
judicial reviews. We officially now have five out of six Nations with signed agreements (we are 
announcing the fifth later this week). These agreements show the project has broad support from 
local First Nations which reflects the majority of Canadians in supporting LNG development. 
Please feel free to share the news with your members or post on social media! This is great news for 
our project and for the energy industry in BC and Canada as a whole. If you have any questions, 
don't hesitate to reach out. 
 
Thanks,  
 
Natasha Westover 
Director, Community Relations & Public Affairs 
604-305-4928 
nwestover@westernlng.com 
www.westernlng.com  
 

 
 
Natasha Westover 
Director, Community Relations 
 
mobile: (604) 305-4928 
email: nwestover@westernlng.com 
web: www.westernlng.com  

 

 
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the person or entity to whom they are 
addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, 
or taking of any action in reliance upon this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If 
you have received this email in error please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer. Western LNG LLC. 
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Metlakatla First Nation signs Benefits Agreement with Ksi Lisims LNG and amended 
Project Agreement with PRGT 

June 9, 2026 

TSIMSHIAN TERRITORY/PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. — Ksi Lisims LNG and the Metlakatla First Nation 
have signed a benefits agreement, representing an important moment for the Ksi Lisims LNG 
project, a proposed LNG facility and marine terminal at Wil Milit on Pearse Island being co-
developed by the Nisga'a Nation, Western LNG and Rockies LNG. 

includesagreement benefitsThe andclimate initiativessupport for outsets business 
opportunities intended to utilize Metlakatla’s existing expertise and strengthen capacity to 
deliver long term benefits to the community and support economic independence.  

“This agreement reflects the importance of working together to create opportunities that 
benefit both our members and the broader Northwest region,” said Chief Councillor Robert 
Nelson. “It establishes a foundation for participation, collaboration, and shared success while 
recognizing the important role Indigenous leadership plays in shaping the future of our region. 
We look forward to continuing to work with our neighbouring Nations and project partners to 
support economic participation, strengthen capacity, and create lasting opportunities for our 
businesses, workforce, and communities.” 

“Building and maintaining strong relationships with participating First Nations is fundamental to 
how we approach these projects,” said Davis Thames, Founder, CEO, and President of Western 
LNG. “Through collaboration and partnership, we are committed to developing Ksi Lisims LNG 
in a way that reflects shared values and delivers tangible benefits for Metlakatla First Nation 
members.” 

"The Benefits Agreement between Metlakatla and Ksi Lisims LNG is an important step for the 
project and for the region,” said Eva Clayton, President of the Nisga’a Nation. “We have always 
envisioned the Ksi Lisims LNG project as economically important for the entirety of Northwest 
B.C., and we are pleased to see this vision materializing.”  

Metlakatla First Nation and Prince Rupert Gas Transmission Ltd. have also amended their 
existing Project Agreement to reflect developments since the Agreement was first signed in 
2015.   

Media Contact: 

Rebecca Scott 
Western LNG 
rscott@westernlng.com  
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About Ksi Lisims LNG  
Ksi Lisims LNG, meaning “from the Nass River” in the Nisga’a language, is a proposed net-zero 
liquefied natural gas project in British Columbia, Canada. It will be located on Nisga’a Nation-
owned land on the northern tip of Pearse Island. Powered by renewable hydroelectricity, Ksi 
Lisims LNG is designed to be one of the lowest emission intensity LNG facilities in the world 
with a pathway to net-zero. The facility will produce 12 million tonnes per annum of LNG from 
two floating LNG production and storage facilities.   
 
About PRGT 
The Prince Rupert Gas Transmission Project is a 750km natural gas pipeline that will safely and 
responsibly deliver natural gas from northeastern British Columbia to the proposed Ksi Lisims 
LNG facility on Nisga’a Nation territory. PRGT was acquired from TC Energy during 2024 by 
NW Infrastructure Limited Partnership, co-owned equally by Western LNG and the Nisga'a 
Nation.  PRGT represents a new model for Indigenous-led infrastructure—prioritizing 
environmental responsibility, economic reconciliation, and local partnership. 
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Lax Kw’alaams Band signs Benefits Agreement with Ksi Lisims LNG and modernized 
Project Agreement with PRGT 

June 9, 2026 

TSIMSHIAN TERRITORY/PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. — The Lax Kw’alaams Band has signed a Benefits 
Agreement with the Ksi Lisims LNG project, a proposed LNG facility and marine terminal at Wil 
Milit on Pearse Island.  

"Our vision for Ksi Lisims LNG has always been about creating long-term prosperity for all 
communities across northwest B.C.,” said Eva Clayton, President of the Nisga’a Nation. “This 
agreement marks a step forward in our relationship with Lax Kw’alaams – one based on mutual 
respect, shared success and economic prosperity.” 

The Benefits Agreement includes procurement opportunities which build on the Lax Kw’alaams 
Band's existing business capacity and interests in order to maximize meaningful participation, 
long-term benefits and support sustainable economic development.  

"We are committed to developing Ksi Lisims LNG in a way that the entire northwest of B.C. has 
the opportunity to benefit," said Davis Thames, Founder, CEO, and President of Western LNG. 
"By working collaboratively and integrating lessons learned from past major infrastructure 
projects, the Ksi Lisims LNG project is setting a new standard for developing major 
infrastructure projects with Indigenous Nations.”  

As part of signing the Benefits Agreement, the Lax Kw’alaams Band has withdrawn its federal 
judicial review1 of Canada’s Decision Statement in connection with Ksi Lisims LNG's 
Environmental Assessment Certificate.     

In addition to the Benefits Agreement, Lax Kw’alaams and Prince Rupert Gas Transmission Ltd. 
have amended and modernized their existing Project Agreement to reflect developments since 
the agreement was first signed in 2017.  

Western LNG and the Nisga’a Nation look forward to working with Lax Kw’alaams to implement 
the terms of the Benefits Agreement and the amended Project Agreement as the parties 
continue to work toward a Final Investment Decision, expected before the end of 2026. 

Media Contact: 

Rebecca Scott 
Western LNG 
rscott@westernlng.com  

 
1 Lax Kw’alaams Band v. Attorney General of Canada et al. Federal Court File No. T-4013-25 
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About Ksi Lisims LNG  
Ksi Lisims LNG, meaning “from the Nass River” in the Nisga’a language, is a proposed net-zero 
liquefied natural gas project in British Columbia, Canada. It will be located on Nisga’a Nation-
owned land on the northern tip of Pearse Island. Powered by renewable hydroelectricity, Ksi 
Lisims LNG is designed to be one of the lowest emission intensity LNG facilities in the world 
with a pathway to net-zero. The facility will produce 12 million tonnes per annum of LNG from 
two floating LNG production and storage facilities.   
 
About PRGT 
The Prince Rupert Gas Transmission Project is a 750km natural gas pipeline that will safely and 
responsibly deliver natural gas from northeastern British Columbia to the proposed Ksi Lisims 
LNG facility on Nisga’a Nation territory. PRGT was acquired from TC Energy during 2024 by 
NW Infrastructure Limited Partnership, co-owned equally by Western LNG and the Nisga'a 
Nation.  PRGT represents a new model for Indigenous-led infrastructure—prioritizing 
environmental responsibility, economic reconciliation, and local partnership. 
 

Item 7.1

Page 95 of 188



Gitxaała Nation signs Benefits Agreement with Ksi Lisims LNG and Project Agreement 
with PRGT 

June 9, 2026 
 
PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. — Ksi Lisims LNG and Gitxaała Nation have signed a Benefits Agreement, 
marking an important milestone for the proposed LNG facility and marine terminal. In addition, 
Gitxaała Nation has also signed a Project Agreement with PRGT – the natural gas pipeline co-
owned by the Nisga’a Nation that will service Ksi Lisims LNG. 
 
These agreements include financial provisions, business and workforce opportunities, and 
support for climate initiatives. Their terms are designed to strengthen relationships and 
enhance the projects’ capacity to deliver lasting benefits to Gitxaała citizens, while supporting 
the development of these critical infrastructure and export facilities.   
 
“The Gitxaała Nation is proud to enter into these agreements with the Nisga’a Nation and 
Western LNG,” said Luugagwelks: Linda Innes – Elected Chief Councillor of the Gitxaała Nation. 
“These agreements reflect the strong and longstanding relationship between our Nations and 
our ourbenefit that opportunities willsupportingtocommitment shared economic
communities and the region for generations to come.” 
 
"Continuing to advance these foundational agreements with Indigenous Nations helps to build 
prosperity for communities in northwest B.C. and continues to be a key priority for Ksi Lisims 
LNG and PRGT, President LNG.WesternofandFounder,Thames,Davissaid" CEO,
"Collaborating with Nations has been the core of this project since its inception and a major 
part of what we see as making Ksi Lisims LNG a successful initiative.”  
 
"The agreement between Gitxaała Nation and Ksi Lisims LNG and PRGT are important steps for 
our projects and for First Nations in B.C.,” said Eva Clayton, President of the Nisga’a Nation. “We 
have always envisioned PRGT and Ksi Lisims LNG as projects that would usher in a new era of 
prosperity for the entirety of northwest B.C. and we are pleased to see this vision materializing.” 
 
Western LNG and the Nisga’a Nation look forward to working with Gitxaała Nation to implement 
the terms of the agreements as efforts toward a Final Investment Decision in 2026 continues.  
 
Media Contact: 
Rebecca Scott 
rscott@westernlng.com  
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About Ksi Lisims LNG  
Ksi Lisims LNG, meaning “from the Nass River” in the Nisga’a language, is a proposed net-zero 
liquefied natural gas project in British Columbia, Canada. It will be located on Nisga’a Nation-
owned land on the northern tip of Pearse Island. Powered by renewable hydroelectricity, Ksi 
Lisims LNG is designed to be one of the lowest emission intensity LNG facilities in the world 
with a pathway to net-zero. The facility will produce 12 million tonnes per annum of LNG from 
two floating LNG production and storage facilities.  
 
About PRGT 
The Prince Rupert Gas Transmission Project is a 750km natural gas pipeline that will safely and 
responsibly deliver natural gas from northeastern British Columbia to the proposed Ksi Lisims 
LNG facility on Nisga’a Nation territory. PRGT was acquired from TC Energy during 2024 by 
NW Infrastructure Limited Partnership, co-owned equally by Western LNG and the Nisga'a 
Nation.  PRGT represents a new model for Indigenous-led infrastructure—prioritizing 
environmental responsibility, economic reconciliation, and local partnership. 
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From: Guy Dauncey <guy@westcoastclimateaction.ca>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 9, 2026 10:55 AM 
Subject: Tuesday June 23rd, 6pm Where’s the Bus? The Rural Transportation Crisis in BC 
 
 

 
 
Tuesday June 23rd, 6pm  Where’s the Bus? The Rural Transportation Crisis in BC 
From the Public Transit Alliance of BC: Where’s the bus? For many people, it’s hard to get around BC by public 
transit. There’s a bewildering mix of public, private, health and community services, no integrated timetable, 
and often no service at all.  
 
Join us as by Zoom we ask the question: “What’s to be done?”, with first-hand accounts from Creston, 
Kitimat, Gabriola, Port Alberni, and Sicamous, and Jeremy Valeriote MLA, and experts who have spent years 
focussed on the challenge. Register here 
 
 
Guy Dauncey, FRSA 
Pro-Tem Coordinator, Public Transit Alliance of BC  
www.transitalliancebc.ca 
 
Author of The Economics of Kindness: A New Ecological Civilization (Palgrave, September 2026) 
 
https://thepracticalutopian.ca/about/ 
Ladysmith, BC 
250-924-1445 
 
On Substack: The Economics of Kindness 
 
As a settler of British ancestry, I acknowledge with gratitude that I live on the traditional lands of the Snuneymuxw and Stz'uminus 
peoples. 
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Laskeek Bay Conservation Society 
PO Box 867 
Daajing Giids, BC V0T 1S0 
laskeek@laskeekbay.org 
 
North Coast Regional District 
205-815 1st Avenue West 
Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1B3 
info@ncrdbc.com 
 

Dear North Coast Regional District, 
 

Thank you so much for approving our organization for Grant-In-Aid funding. This 
contribution goes a long way to ensure our small non-profit can undergo a Strategic and 
Operational planning process, which will guide our mission into the next few years. 

 
When we had originally applied for funding, we envisioned holding a two-day Strategic and 

Operational planning process in person on Haida Gwaii. However, as we had not received funding 
support by January, we decided to move forward with the less expensive online option. 

 
We held five online planning sessions throughout the spring, bringing together board 

directors, past and present staY members, and representatives from dozens of partner 
organizations. In the coming months we will work with our facilitator, Lindsay Seegmiller, to 
summarize, present and implement our new strategic and operational plan. 

 
We are submitting a budget amendment in the hopes that the NCRD will continue to 

honour the funding it had allocated for us. The facilitator fees and supplies remain the same. 
Online communication tools replaced some of what would have been spent on catering and 
travel. Honoraria were reduced by half as meetings were in shorter intervals (2-3 hours) instead of 
entire days. Finally, we’ve added pieces of equipment, a laptop and printer, that will better enable 
us to implement our strategic and operational plans.  

 
Thank you for considering these changes. We welcome any follow up questions and thank 

you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Laura Bishop 
Executive Director 
Laskeek Bay Conservation Society 

Item 7.3

Page 99 of 188

mailto:laskeek@laskeekbay.org
mailto:info@ncrdbc.com


 

Item Description Amount
Facilitator Fees Planning, faciltation, reporting 5,000.00$    
Communication Zoom, Doodle & Adobe Subscriptions 750.00$         
Equipment Laptop 2,500.00$    
Equipment Printer/Scanner/Copier 650.00$         
Supplies Paper, sticky notes, markers, etc. 100.00$         
Honoraria $100 x 10 for people whose workplace doesn't cover attendance 1,000.00$    

Total 10,000.00$ 
Requested of NCRD 7,000.00$    
Covered by LBCS 3,000.00$    
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The Corporation of the District of Saanich | Mayor’s Office 

770 Vernon Avenue Victoria BC V8X 2W7 | T 250-475-5510 | www.saanich.ca 

1 

VIA EMAIL 
May 19, 2026 

The Honourable David Eby, Premier 

The Honourable Adrian Dix, Minister of Energy and Climate 

The Honourable Kelly Greene, Minister of Emergency Management and Climate Readiness 

The Honourable Christine Boyle, Minister of Housing and Municipal Affairs 

The Honourable Brenda Bailey, Minister of Finance 

Email: Premier@gov.bc.ca, ECS.Minister@gov.bc.ca, EMCR.Minister@gov.bc.ca, 

HMA.Minister@gov.bc.ca, FIN.Minister@gov.bc.ca  

Dear Premier Eby, Minister Dix, Minister Greene, Minister Boyle, and Minister Bailey: 

RE: BC Local Government Climate Action Program (LGCAP) – Funding Continuation 

On May 11, 2026, Saanich Council passed the following motion: 

That Council direct the Mayor to send a letter to the Province and Local MLA's, as per the draft 

provided, outlining the need for continued Local Government Climate Action Program (LGCAP) funding 

and share this letter with the Capital Regional District Board of Directors, other BC municipal elected 

officials and Chief Administrative Officers. 

On behalf of Saanich Council, I’m respectfully requesting your consideration for the need for the 

Province to continue to fund the Local Government Climate Action Program (LGCAP). In February 

2026, the Provincial Government released the 2026/27–2028/29 Service Plan for the Ministry of 

Energy and Climate Solutions. The plan does not appear to include funding for the renewal of the 

LGCAP. As long-standing local government partners of the Province, we are concerned that the 

implications of allowing this funding to lapse may not be fully understood. 

For more than 15 years, the Province has provided consistent annual climate action funding to local 

governments, recognizing our essential role in meeting provincial greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction 

targets and climate adaptation goals. LGCAP and its predecessor, the Climate Action Revenue 

Incentive Program (CARIP), have provided a critical and reliable source of dedicated funding that 

enables municipalities to resource staff capacity, support community climate initiatives, deliver key 

GHG reduction and adaptation programs, and leverage other utility funding and provincial and 

federal grants. Many of these initiatives directly support the goals of the CleanBC Roadmap and 

the Climate Preparedness & Adaptation Strategy. 

This funding arrangement and the projects and programs enabled have led to a nearly 50% 

reduction in Saanich’s corporate GHG emissions and a nearly 20% reduction in Saanich’s 

community-wide GHG emissions from our 2007 baseline. We have realized significant 

transportation mode shifts, from 17% of trips taken by transit and active transportation in 2011, to 

26% today; we have seen over 2,300 Saanich households replace their fossil fuel heating systems 

with heat pumps to deliver efficient heating and protective cooling; we have completed 

Item 7.4

Page 101 of 188

mailto:Premier@gov.bc.ca
mailto:ECS.Minister@gov.bc.ca
mailto:EMCR.Minister@gov.bc.ca
mailto:HMA.Minister@gov.bc.ca
mailto:FIN.Minister@gov.bc.ca


comprehensive climate risk assessments of Saanich infrastructure to ensure we are planning and 

investing effectively for the climate changes ahead. Provincial investments in local government 

action have been working, but there is more to do. Local government partners have valuable 

insights that should inform the next iteration of this successful program. 

Municipal budgets are under significant pressure to fund core services and respond to the 

increasingly costly impacts of accelerating climate changes, including devastating floods, wildfires, 

and extreme heat. Removing dedicated Provincial climate action funding will create a shortfall that 

cannot be replaced without significant impacts to local taxpayers. While we appreciate the various 

climate-related grants currently available through the Province, these programs are competitive, 

time-limited, and often difficult to access due to requirements for matching funds and the staff 

capacity needed to prepare and manage applications and implement projects. They have also been 

reduced in recent years. LGCAP has been the stable foundation that allows local governments to 

pursue these opportunities. Without it, many municipalities will be unable to apply for competitive 

grants or deliver community-focused climate programming that supports provincial objectives. 

Over the last three years Saanich received approximately $1.1 million from LGCAP, which staff 

successfully leveraged to secure approximately $1.0 million in additional external grant funding 

(this excludes other major grants for capital projects such as corporate building retrofits and EV 

charging infrastructure which are in the $multiple millions). This has contributed to a wide range of 

climate programs and projects that benefit Saanich residents and community including: 

• Corporate and Community Climate

Risk Assessments

• Community emissions inventories

• Strata Energy Advisor Program

• Top-up incentives for EV Ready Plans

and retrofits in MURBs

• Climate Plan Update

• Fleet E Bike Program

• Tillicum Green Infrastructure Project

• Energy & Carbon Emissions reporting

• Gorge Coastal Flood Adaptation

Strategy

• One Planet Saanich

• School climate education programs

• Rental Apartment Retrofit

Accelerator

• Zero Waste initiatives

• Oil removal policy review

Local governments are on the front lines of planning for and responding to climate impacts and 

have direct or indirect influence over more than half of B.C.’s GHG emissions. The Province 

cannot meet its CleanBC targets, achieve its climate adaptation goals and protect BC residents 

from the increasing impacts of climate change without strong, resourced municipal partners. 

LGCAP funding is essential to ensuring that local governments can continue to deliver climate 

action and prepare for climate impacts at the scale required. 

Despite our long-standing partnership, local governments, including Saanich, were not 

consulted on the decision to cease funding for LGCAP. To staff’s knowledge, no local 

government was engaged prior to the release of the Service Plan. While several months of 

LGCAP funding remains from the pre-payment for the 2026/27 year, many climate actions are 

multi-year projects, most external grants take months or years to determine, and many local 

governments fund staff using LGCAP, so work is already underway to prepare for the 2027-28 

year and beyond based upon continued LGCAP funding. Certainty related to consistent, 

continuous funding is paramount. 
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As we collectively work to build a stronger, more sustainable Province, Council requests that the 

Province confirm their commitment to consistent, continuous LGCAP funding and we look 

forward to further collaboration on climate action and preparedness. 

Sincerely, 

Dean Murdock 

Mayor  

cc: 
Hon. Nina Krieger, MLA Victoria Swan Lake <Nina.Krieger.MLA@leg.bc.ca> 
Hon. Diana Gibson, MLA Oak Bay Gordon Head <Diana.Gibson.MLA@leg.bc.ca> 
Hon. Lana Popham, MLA Saanich South <Lana.Popham.MLA@leg.bc.ca> 
Saanich Council <council@saanich.ca> 
CRD Board of Directors <crdboard@crd.bc.ca>
All BC Municipalities 
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Hi All,  

Linnaea: you are good to use my e-signature for this on behalf of area E . Dan/Caiden 
please add to RD June agenda  that way if the letter is not sent by then we can get the full 
RD board support and be able to use the letterhead. 

Electoral Area E Director 

North Coast Regional District 

M: 250-637-1443 

 

From: Haida Gwaii Protocol Table <protocoltable@haidanation.com> 
Sent: 28 May 2026 15:41 
To: Area D Director <aread-director@ncrdbc.com>; Area E Director <areae-
director@ncrdbc.com> 
Subject: Airport Tree Clearing Joint Letter for Signature  

  

Good afternoon Johanne and Evan, 

Following up on last night's Protocol Table item from the Village of Masset, please find 
attached the backgrounder Josh shared and the letter for signature to Ministers of Housing 
and Municipal Affairs and Water, Lands and Resource Stewardship to expedite the 
processing of their application for a license of occupation for the tree removal required for 
aviation safety (and Transport Canada licensing). 

Looking for you approval to add your signatures to the letter. 

Thanks and have a good day! 

 

Linnaea 

 

Linnaea Fyles 

Executive Assistant | Haida Gwaii Protocol Table 

protocoltable@haidanation.com 

T: 250-637-1029 

 

Item 7.5

Page 104 of 188

mailto:protocoltable@haidanation.com
mailto:aread-director@ncrdbc.com
mailto:areae-director@ncrdbc.com
mailto:areae-director@ncrdbc.com
mailto:protocoltable@haidanation.com


From: Laidlaw, Kerry [NH] <Kerry.Laidlaw@northernhealth.ca> 
Sent: 10 June 2026 13:35 
To: Area E Director <areae-director@ncrdbc.com> 
Subject: Re: Mobile Mammogram Truck - FYI  
  
 
Hi Evan 
 
Each year I advocate for stops in Sandspit, Skidegate, Port Clements, Masset and Old 
Massett.  Last year I recall that Sandspit was noted to be on a 2 year cycle which would 
make 2026 a scanning year. 
 
When I asked about the visit being limited to 2 spots (HGH and NHGH) in total this year, it 
was explained to me that the travel and set up time would reduce the number of 
mammograms that could be done on island.  I'm not sure if their time on island also 
affected their decision. 
 
Here is Crystal's direct contact number: 
 
Crystal Worrall (she/her) 
Program Coordinator 
BC Cancer Mobile Breast Screening Program 
Office: 200-601 W Broadway, Vancouver BC, V5Z 4C2 
Phone: (604) 675.4100 ext. 205538 
Email: crystal.worrall@bccancer.bc.ca 

 
At the very least, we could prep Mysti to get TAPs forms ready for pickup at the Sandspit 
clinic as travel to DG for this specialty service would be eligible. 
 
Let me know if you want to speak to Crystal again or if you plan to talk to her directly. 
 
Thanks, 
Kerry 

 
From: Area E Director <areae-director@ncrdbc.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2026 1:14 PM 
To: Laidlaw, Kerry [NH] <Kerry.Laidlaw@northernhealth.ca> 
Subject: Re: Mobile Mammogram Truck - FYI  
  
Hi Kerry, Looks like the same issue again. Are you able to inquire again or provide me with a 
contact. 
 
Evan Putterill 
Electoral Area E Director 
North Coast Regional District 
M: 250-637-1443 
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From: Laidlaw, Kerry [NH] <Kerry.Laidlaw@northernhealth.ca> 
Sent: 02 April 2025 10:56 
To: Area E Director <areae-director@ncrdbc.com> 
Subject: Re: Mobile Mammogram Truck - FYI  
 
Hi Evan, 
 
I did speak to the program lead and they had to make some temporary changes for this 
year.  Due to staffing shortages this summer, the van is only on HG for 6 days vs the normal 
14 days.  Normally, they stop in all communities, including Sandspit on a 2-year cycle.  With 
less than half the normal number of days on HG, this has pushed them into a "spoke and 
hub" service model with the van being setup at HGH-DG and NHGH-Masset in order to do 
the maximum number of patients (takes several hrs to level the vehicle and setup the 
mammography unit prior to use).   I was assured that this change is not permanent.  
 
Hope this explanation was helpful, 
Kerry 
 
 

 
From: Area E Director 
Sent: Wednesday, April 2, 2025 10:28 AM 
To: Laidlaw, Kerry [NH] 
Subject: Re: Mobile Mammogram Truck - FYI  
 
That would be great, thx. 
 
Get Outlook for Android 

 
From: Laidlaw, Kerry [NH] <Kerry.Laidlaw@northernhealth.ca> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 2, 2025 10:27:12 AM 
To: Area E Director <areae-director@ncrdbc.com> 
Subject: Re: Mobile Mammogram Truck - FYI  
  
 
Hi Evan, 
 
Thanks for the heads up.  The mobile program is managed by PHSA BC Cancer Agency and I 
do have a contact for the travelling service and could share these access concerns? 
 
 
Regards, 
Kerry 
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From: Area E Director 
Sent: Wednesday, April 2, 2025 10:04 AM 
To: Laidlaw, Kerry [NH] 
Subject: Mobile Mammogram Truck - FYI 
 
Hi Kerry, 
 
Sending to you only. 
 
Just a heads up that I am seeing concerns about the mobile mammogram truck not 
stopping in all communities this time around. Also hearing that it gets oversubscribed. 
 
Just a FYI, no response required. 
 
But if it is regularly oversubscribed and you think advocacy for another truck is warranted 
feel free to let me know in confidence. 
 
Regards, 
 
Evan 
 
Get Outlook for Android 
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From: Bradley,David (il | he, him) (ECCC) <David.Bradley@ec.gc.ca>  
Sent: June 11, 2026 10:43 AM 
To: Corporate Officer <corporateofficer@ncrdbc.com> 
Cc: Bunce,Braden (il | he, him) (ECCC) <Braden.Bunce@ec.gc.ca>; Bradley,David (il | he, him) (ECCC) 
<David.Bradley@ec.gc.ca> 
Subject: Update re: Holland Rock and Grey Islet Automated Weather Stations 
 
Dear Mr. Pages, 
 
We are writing to provide an update regarding the Holland Rock and Grey Islet automatic weather stations, 
following the concerns raised by the North Coast Regional District of British Columba in 2024.   We recognize 
their importance to the region and in response to the concerns raised, we undertook a series of targeted 
actions to strengthen performance and reduce outages. 
 
As you have likely observed, overall system reliability and data availability have improved significantly. Both 
stations have provided continuous observations throughout the winters of 2025 and 2026. 
 
This performance reflects a series of upgrades implemented in 2024, including increased battery capacity, 
expanded solar generation, supplemental wind systems, and more robust wind tower 
infrastructure.  Additional solar panels were installed at both sites, followed by vertical axis wind turbines. At 
Grey Islet, this also included a new tilting wind tower. 
 
Since these improvements were completed, both stations have consistently delivered weather data without 
outages related to power or communications. When sensor issues have arisen, site visits have been 
scheduled to perform the required repair or replacement activities.  
 
Overall, these enhancements have strengthened the resilience of both sites in harsh environmental 
conditions and have led to a sustained improvement in overall performance. 
 
Thank you for your continued engagement and for bringing these concerns forward. 
 
Please feel free to contact us if you have any further concerns or questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Bradley and Braden Bunce 

David Bradley 
Director, Field Operations, Upper Air and Radar Division 
National Atmospheric Monitoring Directorate 
Meteorological Service of Canada, Environment and Climate 
Change Canada  
David.Bradley@ec.gc.ca / Cel: 343-597-5271 
 
Directeur, Division des opérations terrain, aérologiques et du 
radar 
Direction nationale de la surveillance atmosphérique 
Service météorologique du Canada, Environnement et 
changement climatique Canada  
David.Bradley@ec.gc.ca / Tél. cell. : 343-597-5271 
 

Braden Bunce 
Manager, Pacific & Yukon Operations, Field Operations, Upper Air 
and Radar Division 
National Atmospheric Monitoring Directorate 
Meteorological Service of Canada, Environment and Climate 
Change Canada  
 
braden.bunce@ec.gc.ca / Cell : 587-3572418 
  
Gestionnaire, Opérations du Pacifique et du Yukon, Division des 
opérations terrain, aérologiques et radars 
Direction nationale de la surveillance atmosphérique 
Service météorologique du Canada, Environnement et 
changement climatique Canada  
Braden.bunce@ec.gc.ca / Tél. : 587-357-2418 
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From: Corporate Officer <corporateofficer@ncrdbc.com>  
Sent: May 7, 2026 3:55 PM 
To: supervisor.rupert@innav.gc.ca 
Subject: Joint Advocacy for Reliable Marine Weather Reporting 
 
Good Afternoon,  
 
I am writing to reach out on behalf of the North Coast Regional District (NCRD) to share our ongoing advocacy 
efforts with respect to the reliability issues of the Holland Rock land weather station and surrounding marine 
weather buoys in and along the Pacific North Coast and Haida Gwaii.  
 
Since 2022, the NCRD Board has been advocating for increased reliability of marine weather stations on the 
North Coast and Haida Gwaii, specifically during inclement and harsh weather conditions when weather 
monitoring matters the most.  
 
During these inclement weather conditions, the NCRD has experienced long periods where data was not 
being reported from the Holland Rock land weather station and marine weather buoys impacting many from 
residents, to corporations, who rely on such data for safe marine travel.  
 
At this time, NCRD staff have been directed by our Board to reach out to surrounding organizations that rely 
on this marine weather data to gauge interest in jointly advocating to the Minister of Environment and Climate 
Change Canada for increased reliability of marine weather monitoring stations including the Holland Rock 
land weather station and marine weather station buoys surrounding the Pacific North Coast and Haida Gwaii.  
 
The NCRD Board, following confirmation from interested parties, is intending to draft a joint advocacy letter 
and is respectfully requesting that your organization’s leadership consider authorizing the use of your 
organization’s name and logo as signatories on this letter. 
 
Should this be of interest to your organization, please respond by May 29th. Following the deadline, NCRD 
staff will reach out to interested parties for further coordination. 
 
If you have any questions regarding joint advocacy for reliable marine weather reporting, please feel free to 
reach out.  
 
Thank you,  
 
Caiden 
 
 

 

Caiden Edwards 
Corporate Officer | North Coast Regional District 
P: 250.624.2002 (ext. 2) 
A: 205 - 815 1st Avenue West, Prince Rupert BC, V8J 1B3 
Mail: 730 2nd Avenue West, Prince Rupert BC, V8J 1H3 
T: 888.301.2002 | F: 250.627.8493 
www.ncrdbc.com                   @NorthCoastRegionalDistrict 
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14, 342 3rd Avenue West 
Prince Rupert BC, V8J 1L5 

P: 250.624.2002 
TF: 888.301.2002 

 

W: www.ncrdbc.com 
F: 250.627.8493 

 

August 2, 2024 

Honourable Steven Guilbeault 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, K1A 0A6 
Email: ministre-minister@ec.gc.ca  
 
Dear Minister Guilbeault, 
 
Re:  Service Interruptions at the Land Weather Station on Holland Rock 
 

Thank you for your letter to the Board of the North Coast Regional District (NCRD) dated June 7, 
2024 responding to the NCRD’s concerns around service interruptions at the land weather station 
on Holland Rock (Weather Station). 
 
As the Minister stated, the Weather Station did not report observations between January 6 and 
April 2, 2024 as a result of the solar power system being unable to keep the batteries charged. The 
letter noted that on April 18, 2024, a maintenance visit was conducted and that batteries were 
replaced and a second solar panel was added to enhance the resilience of the station during 
inclement weather. As the Board understands, these solar power systems are prone to failure 
during times of inclement weather, which can be prolonged during the fall and winter months 
along the north coast. 
 
The Board of the NCRD appreciates the completed upgrades and that the Ministry is actively 
investigating options to improve the resiliency of the infrastructure, including the addition of 
batteries, solar panels, and/or wind generation. 
 
The Board wishes to reiterate the critical importance of the Weather Station to marine safety in 
our region. Inclement weather on the north coast is unavoidable and we urge you to consider a 
more reliable power source that can be implemented. Afterall, it is during inclement weather when 
the Weather Station is most needed to ensure safe and dependable maritime travel in our region. 
 
We look forward to your prompt response on this matter. Please let us know if you have any 
questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
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14, 342 3rd Avenue West 
Prince Rupert BC, V8J 1L5 

P: 250.624.2002 
TF: 888.301.2002 

 

W: www.ncrdbc.com 
F: 250.627.8493 

 

 

Barry Pages 

 
Chair, North Coast 
Regional District 

 
 

Lisa Pineault 

 

Mayor, Village of 

Daajing Giids 

 
Scott Cabianca 

 

Mayor, Village of 

Port Clements 

 
 

Knut Bjorndal 

 

Mayor, District of

Port Edward 
 
 

Cc:        Honourable Diane Lebouthillier, Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the  
              Canadian Coast Guard 
              Marine Communications and Traffic Services 
              Honourable Rob Fleming, Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure 
 
Attachment A – 2024.06.07 Service Interruptions at the Land Weather Station on Holland Rock 

from Minister Guilbeault 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Item 7.7

Page 111 of 188



 

 

 

 
North Coast Regional District 

 June 17, 2026 

   

 

1 

 

Staff Report 

 
Date: June 17, 2026 

To:  Electoral Area Advisory Committee 

From: D. Fish, Chief Administrative Officer  

Subject: Tlell Soccer Field Parking Lot Paving Project  
 

Recommendation: 

THAT the report entitled “Tlell Soccer Field Parking Lot Paving Project” be 
received; 
 
AND THAT the Board allocate up to $240,000 from the Electoral Area D
Parks and Trails Reserve Fund toward the Tlell Soccer Field Parking Lot
Paving project costs.  
 

PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on planning work for the Tlell Soccer 
Field  the from recommendation a seek Paving  and (Project) ProjectLot Parking  to
Electoral Area Advisory Committee (EAAC) to the North Coast Regional District (NCRD) 
Board to allocate $XXX from the Electoral Area D Parks and Trail Reserve toward Project 
costs. 
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BACKGROUND: 

In 2025, the NCRD completed an Active Transportation Plan for Electoral Area D.  
Within  plan, this  was Project EnhancementRelocation and TrailAnvilthe  Trailhead
identified as a keystone project.   

In August 2025, the NCRD submitted a funding application to the Strategic Priorities 
Fund (SPF) to complete Phase 1 of the Project, anticipated to cost $444,932. 

DISCUSSION:  

The project included a phased, multi-part project. The first part, specific to a funding 
application submitted to the SPF in August 2025, is to build a formalized, asphalt paved 
parking area at the new trailhead location at the Tlell Soccer Field. The proposed parking 
lot will be 1,750 square metres in size, with 57 stalls (each 2.9 metres wide), plus two 
accessible stalls. The parking lot will connect to the existing roadway that connects to 
Highway 16, which will also be paved as part of this project work.  

In July 2025, the NCRD received a proposal from Terus Construction for the paving of 
the soccer field parking lot, as well as the roadway entering into the soccer fields. The 
proposal included a cost of $238,434.  
 
Since 2025, NCRD staff have been working with the Haida Gwaii Youth Soccer

 Farmer’s Coast Island East Graham more recently, and, (HGYSA)Association  the
Institute (GIECFI) to facilitate this project work. HGYSA maintains a lease of the soccer 
fields and ad  the GIECFO whereas B.C., the Province of with lot parkingjacent  area
maintains a lease for the roadway entering into the soccer field.  
 
Staff have reached Partnership and Collaboration Agreements with both the HGYSA and 
the GIECFI to formalize a cooperative relationship between the Parties and define roles 
and responsibilities related to the Project.  
 
Under these agreements, the NCRD agrees to plan, design and complete the paving work, 
secure and administer funding for the work, manage contractors, and obtain necessary 
permitting. The HGYSA and GIECFI agree to maintain their tenures in good standing 
with the Province of BC, grant reasonable access to complete work, and provide ongoing 
maintenance to the paved areas. 
 
Terus Construction is currently on Haida Gwaii and is able to begin work the 4th week of 
June 2026, providing an opportunity to reduce mobilization costs by $38,000. 
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Financial Implication 
 
Staff have reached out to SPF staff and funding award decisions are not anticipated to be 
made until summer 2026, with no guarantee of a positive outcome.  
 
With this in mind, Staff recommend that the Board consider the use of existing Electoral 
Area D Parks and Trails Reserve Fund Balances to complete this phase of project work, 
valued at $238,434. 
 
Electoral Area D Parks and Trails Reserve Fund Balances 
 
The following funds are available in the Electoral Area D Parks and Trails Reserves as at 
April 30, 2026: 
 
Capital and Planning Grant Funds $148,804.30 
Growing Communities Funds $95,723.41 
Resource Benefits Alliance Funds $180,230.86 

TOTAL: $424,758.57 
 
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  

Housing Board Governance Shared Services 

Economy North Coast Community  

 
The NCRD will pursue, through advocacy, engagement and partnerships, enhanced
access to outdoor recreation opportunities.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

None. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff is recommending that the EAAC consider the information presented in this report 
and provide a recommendation to the NCRD Board that up to $240,000 from the
Electoral Area D Parks and Trails Reserve Fund be allocated toward Project costs.  
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Staff Report 

 
Date:  June 19, 2026 

To:  D. Fish, Chief Administrative Officer 

From: C. Edwards, Corporate Officer 

Subject: 2026 UBCM Convention Meeting Requests 

Recommendations: 

THAT the report entitled “2026 UBCM Convention Meeting Requests” be 
received; 

AND THAT Staff be directed to submit 2026 UBCM meeting requests 
following the Board’s consideration of meeting topics. 

PURPOSE: 

To present to the Board of the North Coast Regional District (NCRD) proposed meeting 
requests for the 2026 Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM) Convention and seek Board 
direction on advocacy priorities and additional meeting opportunities.  

BACKGROUND: 

On May 15, 2026, Staff presented reporting to the Board detailing the 2026 Union of BC 
Municipalities (UBCM) Minister and Ministry and Crown Corporation (MACC) meeting 
request process and sought direction with respect to proposed meeting request topics.  

Following Board discussion, Staff were directed to prepare proposed meeting requests 
based on previous UBCM advocacy efforts, current priorities, and Board direction. 
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DISCUSSION: 

Meeting Topics: 

The following tables identify proposed meeting requests and associated discussion topics 
for Ministerial and MACC meetings. These recommendations are based on previous 
UBCM meeting topics, board discussions, and issues identified through NCRD
correspondence and regional engagement.  

MINISTER MEETINGS: 

Minister  Topic(s) 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
Hon. Brenda Bailey  

- Aligning Property Tax Revisions with Rural Realities 

MINISTRY OF FORESTS: 
Hon. Ravi Parmar 

- Local Government Involvement in North Coast and Haida Gwaii Forestry  

MINISTRY OF HEALTH: 
Hon. Josie Osborne 

- Healthcare Staffing Shortages and National Occupation Classification Revisions 
- North Coast and Haida Gwaii Healthcare Solutions to Meet Health Needs 

MINISTRY OF 
INFRASTRUCTURE: 
Hon. Bowinn Ma 

- North Coast Provincial Infrastructure Deficit  
- Federal Small Craft Harbour Divesture and Provincial Infrastructure Opportunity  

MINISTRY OF 
INDIGENOUS 
RELATIONS AND 
RECONCILIATION 
Hon. Spencer Chandra 
Herbert 

- Haida Title Agreement and Local Government Service Delivery 

MINISTRY OF 
TRANSPORTATION AND 
TRANSIT:  
Hon. Mike Farnworth 

- Necessity of Haida Gwaii Based Position for Maintenance Contractor Conformance 
- Shoreline Erosion Protection and Planning on Haida Gwaii 
- BC Ferries Service Reliability  

OFFICE OF THE 
PREMIER 
Hon. David Eby 

- Alaska Ferry Terminal Reinstatement Progress Update  
- Mile 28 Level Rail Crossing Postponed Project Concerns 

 
Minister meetings are intended to be high-level overviews of issue topics and an

 (15) be fifteen will meetings Minister on said provide updates toopportunity  issues.
minutes long, five (5) minutes apart, and will be held in the Vancouver Convention Center 
East Building Level 2. 

Given the limited time available for these meetings, staff recommend that the Board
consider no more than 2-3 topics per meeting.  

Item 8.2

Page 116 of 188



 

 

 

 
North Coast Regional District 

  
June 19, 2026 

   

 

3 

The deadline for Minister meeting submissions is June 24, 2026. Meetings will be
confirmed in early September.  

MACC MEETINGS: 

Ministry  Topic(s) 

BC TRANSIT  - BC Transit Service of the Terrace – Prince Rupert Corridor Feasibility  

MINISTRY OF FORESTS:  - Follow Up on Ministry Transference of Planned Forest Service Road Closures  

MINISTRY OF HOUSING 
AND MUNICIPAL 
AFFAIRS:  

- Requesting Information on North Coast and Haida Gwaii Specific Housing 
Supports and Initiatives 

- North Coast and Haida Gwaii Housing Crisis Concerns 

MINISTRY OF JOBS AND 
ECONOMIC GROWTH: 

- Enforcement of Provincial Rural Initiative Policymaking Guidance  

- Provincial Policy Disconnect with Rural Realities  

MINISTRY OF TOURISM, 
ARTS, CULTURE, AND 
SPORTS:  

- Destination BC, Indigenous Tourism BC Promotion of North Coast and Haida 
Gwaii 
 

MINISTRY OF WATER, 
LAND AND RESOURCE 
STEWARDSHIP:  

- Follow up on the Watershed Securities Fund and Watershed Restoration Options 

MINISTRY OF 
TRANPORTATION AND 
TRANSIT: 

- Speed reductions on Haida Gwaii / Speed Reader Boards 

- Contractor Performance Monitoring and Auditing 

- BC Ferries Service Reliability  

- Approvals and Permitting 

- BC Ferries Service Level Matching for Shoulder Season and Haida Gwaii Tourism 

-Sangan River Bridge Pedestrian Walkway and Speed Limit Reductions  

 

MACC meetings are intended to be more technical, addressing specific needs with subject 
matter experts. The MACC meetings are longer, being up to thirty (30) minutes (twenty 
(20) minutes for the Ministry of Transportation and Transit staff). There is also only one 
(1) meeting per MACC and one (1) Local Government per meeting. MACC staff have also 
advised that up to three (3) topics can be considered at a meeting. 

MACC meetings will be held the week prior to the convention remotely via Microsoft
Teams. 

The deadline for meeting requests is August 5, 2026 Confirmation of meetings will be 
communicated in early September. 
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Meeting and Event Invitations:  

Staff have received additional invitations to meet with organizations not listed within
UBCM Provincial Appointments Book. Should the Board be interested in the following 
invitations, Staff will RSVP as directed:  

• Invitation to meet with BC Ferries 
o The NCRD was invited to meet with BC Ferries at the 2026 UBCM Convention 

during the May 6, 2026 meeting between BC Ferries and NCRD Directors.  
• Invitation to meet with BC Hydro 

o BC Hydro has extended an invitation to local governments to meet at the 2026 
UBCM Convention by June 30 included as Attachment A to this report.  

• Invitation to the 13th Annual Resource Breakfast Series 
o The Resource Breakfast Series has extended an invitation to attend the breakfast 

on September 15, 16, and 17, 2026, from 7:00 – 8:30 A.M. included as Attachment 
B to this report. 

Meeting Requests Process:  

Upon the Board’s selection of meeting topics, Staff will request meetings via the 2026 
UBCM Convention’s meeting request portal.  

Submissions through the portal will include a brief description of the topic, any issues or 
concerns, and if identified proposed solutions to the issues.  

In addition, other regional district or municipality members, and local MLA’s can be
invited to Minister meetings, however, UBCM staff recommended considering space 
limitations of the meeting rooms in the Vancouver Conference Center.  

ATTACHMENTS:  

• Attachment A – Invitation to meet with BC Hydro 
• Attachment B – Invitation to the 13th Annual Resource Breakfast Series 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff is recommending that the Board discuss potential 2026 UBCM Convention meeting 
requests and include any meetings for submission before the deadlines of June 24th for 
Minister meetings and August 5th for MACC meetings in direction to Staff. Staff is also 
seeking direction on additional meeting/event opportunities as outlined in this report.  
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From: Gammer, Bob <Bob.Gammer@bchydro.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2026 4:52 PM 
Cc: Mosure, David <Dave.Mosure@bchydro.com> 
Subject: UBCM 2026 – UBCM Meeting Request Form - BC Hydro 
 
 
Dear Chair and Board, 
    
Once again, BC Hydro will be participating in the 2026 UBCM Convention in Vancouver, the week of 
September 14. During the convention, our executives and senior staff will be available to meet with local 
government officials. These meetings offer a valuable opportunity for focused discussions on topics that 
matter most to your community.   
   
To request a meeting, please complete and submit our Meeting Request Form by Tuesday, June 30. Meeting 
times are limited to 20 minutes to accommodate as many local governments as possible. As time is limited, 
we ask you to focus on a single topic to ensure a productive and meaningful discussion.  
   
While we welcome the chance to connect at UBCM, please know you never need to wait for the convention to 
meet with us or to raise issues important to your community - we’re always available to connect whenever it 
is helpful. Feel free to reach out to me at any time to schedule a meeting.   
   
For questions related to the Meeting Request Form, please contact Matt Lahti, matt.lahti@bchydro.com.   
   
Full meeting details, including date, time and location, will be shared in early September.   
 
Sincerely,   
Bob Gammer 
_______________________________________ 
 
Bob Gammer | Manager, Northern Community Relations 
 
BC Hydro 
3333 – 22nd Avenue 
Prince George, BC  V2N 1B4 
 
P     250 561-4858 
M      250 961-0676 
E      bob.gammer@bchydro.com  
 
bchydro.com 
 
Smart about power in all we do. 

 
This email and its attachments are intended solely for the personal use of the individual or entity named above. Any use of this communication by an unintended recipient is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this email in error, any publication, use, reproduction, disclosure or dissemination of its contents is strictly prohibited. Please immediately delete this 
message and its attachments from your computer and servers. We would also appreciate if you would contact us by a collect call or return email to notify us of this error. Thank you for 
your cooperation. 
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Dear Regional District Chair and Directors, 
 
It is my pleasure to invite you to the 79th.Annual.Resource.Breakfast.Series.scheduled for September 15, 16, 
and 17, 2026 at the Terminal City Club in Vancouver, B.C. The Resource Breakfast Series promises an 
exceptional experience, bringing together B.C. Resource Ministers, Local Area Governments, and natural 
resource sector leaders for insightful discussions on the latest news, advancements, and future strategies in 
BC's natural resource sectors. 
 
Event Details: 

Date:  September 15, 16, and 17 Location: Terminal City Club, Vancouver 
Time:  7:00 – 8:30 am Dress Code:  Business  
Style:  Plated Breakfast Government Pricing:  $27.00 + tax per breakfast 

 
Registration: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/13th-annual-resource-breakfast-series-tickets-
1988570132798?aff=oddtdtcreator 
 
The annual Resource Breakfast Series offers a focused forum for meaningful discussion, featuring timely 
presentations on key developments in BC’s natural resource sector. Speaker announcements will follow 
shortly. 
 
This invitation only series brings together local and provincial government officials with select sponsors. 
Tickets are sold per breakfast, with local government asked to limit attendance to three seats per Municipal 
Council or Regional District to support broad participation from across the province. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the 13th Annual Resource Breakfast Series. Please reach out to 
events@c3alliance.ca if you have any questions.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Izzy 
 
Izzy Beard  
 
On Behalf of  
 
Sarah Weber |.President & CEO  
  

 
  
450 – 688 West Hastings Street       
Vancouver, British Columbia V6B 1P1 
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Staff Report 

 
Date: June 19, 2026 

To:  D. Fish, Chief Administrative Officer 

From: S. Landrath, Treasurer 

Subject: Cargo Vehicle for Haida Gwaii Recreation  
 

Recommendation: 
 
THAT the Board of the NCRD receive the staff report entitled “Cargo Vehicle 
for Haida Gwaii Recreation”;  
 
AND THAT the Board decommit the $23,275 in RBA funds originally
earmarked for the Tlell Soccer fields parking lot from the Haida Gwaii
Recreation Service and commit the $23,375 towards the purchase of the
Haida Gwaii Recreation vehicle; 
 
AND THAT the Board repay the $50,000 interfund borrowing allocated in 
resolutions 149-2026 and 152-2026 from the Haida Gwaii Recreation service 
and commit the $50,000 towards the purchase of the Cargo Van; 
 
AND THAT the Board allocate $50,000 from the Area E Parks & Trails Capital 
and Planning Reserve to replace the above interfund borrowing; 
 
AND THAT the Board approve that the remaining $26,625 of the Haida Gwaii 
Recreation vehicle purchase be funded via an equipment loan through the 
MFA. 
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BACKGROUND: 
 
At the April 17, 2026 Regular Board meeting held in Port Clements, the Haida Gwaii
Recreation Coordinator requested that the North Coast Regional District (NCRD) explore 
the purchase of a Ford Transit Van for the Haida Gwaii Recreation service.  
 
Haida Gwaii Recreation delivers programs and events at multiple locations across Haida 
Gwaii; however, Recreation equipment is not stored at each site. As a result, Recreation 
staff and/or  transport equipment from to  storage arevolunteers parents  required
locations to event sites and return the equipment following each event. Mileage paid to 
staff in 2025 totaled $10,000, resulting in a deficit in Haida Gwaii Recreation of 4%. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Recreation staff provided information regarding a 2025 Ford Transit Cargo Van currently 
available  additionalfollowing also identified the Ford. Totem Terrace through  Staff
inventory options: 
 
Stock # Description Cost before taxes 

and fees 
Cost after taxes 

and fees 
45765 2025 Cargo Van Base $74,500 $87,335 
45802 2025 Cargo Van Base $73,155 $85,758 
46013 2026 Cargo Van Base $76,445 $89,616 
46021 2026 Cargo Van Base $81,720 $95,799 

 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION: 
 
Purchase of Vehicle 
 
Several funding options are available to support the purchase of a vehicle for the Haida 
Gwaii Recreation service, including: 

• Fund with Haida Gwaii Recreation reserve balances; 
• Debt financing, including:  

o Financing through Ford Canada; and/or 
o An equipment loan from the Municipal Finance Authority (MFA); 

• Allocation of grant funding: 
o Gas Tax/Community Works Funding; and/or 
o Resource Benefits Alliance Funding; and 
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• Increasing the 2027 tax requisition and allocating the increase toward the
purchase of the vehicle. 

 
Available Reserves 
The balances in the Haida Gwaii Recreation Reserves at April 30, 2026 are as follows: 
 Balance Committed Uncommitted 
General Reserve $11,576 $5,790 $5,786 
Capital Reserve  $32,893 $23,375 $9,518 
Total in Reserves $44,469 $29,165 $15,304 

 
General reserve funds in the amount of $5,790 have been committed toward funding
2026 operations. Capital reserve funds in the amount of $23,375 were committed to the 
Tlell Soccer Field Paving Project (Project). The NCRD has since applied for grant funding 
for the Project and has a healthy balance in the Area D Parks and Trails capital reserve. 
The Board may wish to consider whether this commitment is still required from the Haida 
Gwaii Recreation capital reserve. If not, a total balance of $32,893 may be available from 
this capital reserve.  
 
Staff also note that $50,000 of the Haida Gwaii Recreation Capital Reserve was used for 
interfund borrowing for the administration building renovations. At the time of
borrowing, this capital priority was not identified.  As an option, the Board could choose 
to repay the $50,000 interfund borrowing to the Haida Gwaii Recreation Capital Reserve 
and reallocate the borrowing t  supported,  previouslyif and If anothero  reserve.
committed funds in the capital reserve were uncommitted, this would leave $82,893 
available in reserve funds.  
 
Staff  allocated ininterfund borrowing$50,000  Board repay the recommend that  the
resolutions 149-2026 and 152-2026 from the Haida Gwaii Recreation service and commit 
the $50,000 towards the purchase of the Haida Gwaii Recreation vehicle. 
 
Municipal Finance Authority Loan 
 
The MFA currently offers equipment financing at an interest rate of 2.88%. (This rate is 
guaranteed until August 8, 2026). 
 
Assuming a principal amount of $30,000, estimated monthly payments would be as
follows:  
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Term Payment 
12 months $2,539.17 
24 months $1,287.84 
36 months $870.85 
48 months $662.44 
60 months $537.46 

 
Staff is recommending that the remaining cost of the HG Recreation vehicle be financed 
through a MFA equipment loan. 

Operations 
 
The operating expenses for the new  HG Recreation vehicle (including fleet insurance, gas 
and maintenance)  for 2025in paid  was than less be expected to is  the $10,000 that
mileage reimbursement. 
 
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  
 
Housing Board Governance Shared Services 
Economy North Coast Community  

 
The NCRD will pursue, through advocacy, engagement and partnerships, enhanced
access to outdoor recreation opportunities. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
 
None.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

 recommend thatStaff  funds RBA in  originally thedecommit Board  the  $23,375
earmarked for the Tlell Soccer Fields Parking lot from the Haida Gwaii Recreation service 
and commit the $23,375 towards the purchase of the Haida Gwaii Recreation vehicle. 
 
Staff recommend that the Board repay the $50,000 interfund borrowing allocated in
resolutions 149-2026 and 152-2026 from the Haida Gwaii Recreation service and commit 
the $50,000 towards the purchase of the Haida Gwaii Recreation vehicle. 
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Staff also recommend that the Board allocate $50,000 from the Area E Parks & Trails 
Capital and Planning Reserve to replace the above interfund borrowing. 
 
Staff recommend that the Board approve that the remaining $26,625 of the Haida Gwaii 
Recreation vehicle purchase be funded via an equipment loan through the MFA. 
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Staff Report 

Date:  June 19, 2026 

To:  North Coast Regional District Board 

From: D. Fish, Chief Administrative Officer 

Subject: Proposed Oona River Community Hall & Grounds Service
Establishing Bylaw No. 718, 2026  

 

Recommendations: 

1. THAT the staff report entitled “Proposed Oona River Community Hall & 
Grounds Service Establishing Bylaw No. 718, 2026” be received; 
 
AND THAT that the Board of the North Coast Regional District proceed with 
first reading of Bylaw No. 718, 2026. 
 
2. THAT the Board of the North Coast Regional District proceed with second 
reading of Bylaw No. 718, 2026.  
 
3. THAT the Board of the North Coast Regional District proceed with third 
reading of Bylaw No. 718, 2026. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 
On May 2, 2026, NCRD Staff held a community meeting in Oona River, B.C., to discuss a 
proposed  the of members 20Oona  service. Hall Community River  Approximately
community participated.  
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While the community hall service was the main focus of discussion, additional discussion 
was had on a proposed incinerator for the community, as well as ferry services and house 
numbering. 

In 2024, a similar initiative to establish a service for the Oona River Community Hall was 
undertaken but ultimately failed to seek the approval of the electorate. 

DISCUSSION: 
 
Community Meeting & Survey Responses 

At the community meeting, NCRD staff posed the following questions to community
members, who were asked to submit responses via a distributed survey: 

1. Should there be a community hall service? 
2. Who should be included in the service area?  
3. What is a reasonable annual contribution? 
4. What priorities should funding support first? 
5. What would make a future proposal successful?  
6. Anything else you’d like to share? 

At the time of writing this report, the NCRD has received 11 survey responses,
representing approximately 33% of the total population as per 2021 Census figures.  

Survey responses indicate the following: 

1. Should there be a community hall service? 

Yes 63.6% 
Unsure 36.4% 

 
2. Who should be included in the service area? 

100% of respondents indicated only Oona River should be included in the service 
area. 

3. What is a reasonable annual contribution? 

The majority of respondents indicated a maximum requisition of $5,000/year, or 
equivalent to approximately $200 per individual property. 

4. What priorities should funding support first? 
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• Electrical 
• Siding 
• Maintenance 
• Incinerator 
• Capital improvements 
• Kitchen upgrades 

 
5. What would make a future proposal successful? 

 
The most frequent answer to this question was that a cap be placed on the
requisition amount. Additional responses included transparency, community
engagement, and heating system upgrades. 

Service Establishing Bylaw 

Staff have proposed the Oona River Community Hall & Grounds Service Establishment 
Bylaw No. 718, 2026 (Bylaw) for the Board’s consideration, included as Attachment A to 
this report. The proposed Bylaw reflects feedback received from the community through 
public engagement.  

Service 

Bylaw includes provision for “funding the operation, maintenanceThe proposed , 
equipment and capital improvements for the Oona River Community Hall and associated 
properties”. 

Boundary & Participants 

The boundaries and participants for the service area are proposed as a portion of Electoral 
Area C (Oona River), as outlined in Schedule A of the Bylaw.  

Cost Recovery Method 

In accordance with the Local Government Act, the annual cost of the service is to be 
recovered through one or more of the following: 

1. Property value tax imposed; 
2. Fees and charges; 
3. Revenue raised by other means; and 
4. Revenue received by way of agreement, enterprises, gift, grant or otherwise. 
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Maximum Requisition 

The proposed annual maximum requisition for this service is $5,000. Using the 2026 
assessment roll, this represents an approximate annual taxation amount of $95.00 for the 
average homeowner.  

For the Board’s information, varying tax requisition amounts have been illustrated below: 

NEXT STEPS: 

Bylaw Approval 

Staff is proposing that, following three readings of the Bylaw at the June 19, 2026 Regular 
Board meeting, that the Bylaw be provided to the Inspector of Municipalities for
Approval. 

If Inspector approval is received for the Bylaw prior to August 21, 2026, Staff will bring a 
proposed Oona River Community Hall & Grounds Service Referendum Bylaw No. 719, 
2026, to the August 21, 2026 Regular Board Meeting for the Board’s consideration. Bylaw 
No. 719, 2026 will authorize the NCRD to obtain, by referendum, the approval of the 
electors in Oona River (service area) regarding establishing a service for the Oona River 
Community Hall & Grounds. It is proposed that the referendum will be held at the same 
time as the Local General Election to be held October 17. 

Alternatively, the Board may wish to consider an Alternative Approval Process to seek the 
approval of the electorate. Given an annual maximum requisition limit of $5,000, this is 
an available option. 

Financial Implication 

Staff estimate the cost to hold a referendum in the community to be approximately
$5,000. As there is a planned municipal election at that time, incremental costs are not 
anticipated beyond what has been budgeted for local general elections.  

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  

Housing Board Governance Shared Services 

Economy North Coast Community  

 
The NCRD will identify needs and opportunities within the Regional District for enhanced
collaboration through the establishment of new sub-regional and regional shared services, or 
the restructuring of existing shared services. 
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ATTACHMENTS: 
 

• Attachment A - Oona River Community Hall & Grounds Service
Establishment Bylaw No. 718, 2026 

• Attachment B – Oona River Community Feedback Surveys 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff is recommending that the Board consider the Bylaw proposed in Attachment A to 
this report. Further, Staff recommends that the Board pass three readings to the proposed 
Bylaw before it is provided to the Inspector of Municipalities for approval.  
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Bylaw No. 718, 2026 

A bylaw to establish a service within Oona River for the purpose of operating a community hall and 
associated grounds 

 
WHEREAS under section 332 of the Local Government Act a regional district may operate any service the 
Board considers necessary or desirable for all or part of the Regional District; 
 

 WHEREASAND  the Board of the North Coast Regional District wishes to establish a service for the 
purpose of operating a community hall within Oona River, B.C. in Electoral Area “C”; 
 
AND WHEREAS the approval of the Inspector of Municipalities has been obtained under s. 342 of the 
Local Government Act; 
 

 WHEREASAND  the Board has received the approval of the electors in the proposed service area by 
referendum in accordance with section 344 of the Local Government Act and section 85 of the Community 
Charter; 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Board of the North Coast Regional District, in open meeting assembled, enacts 
as follows: 
 

1. Citation 

This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the Oona River Community Hall & Grounds Service 
Establishing Bylaw No. 718, 2026. 

2. Service 

The service established by this bylaw is for the purpose of operating a community hall and associated 
grounds within Oona River, B.C., including: 

• Funding for the operation, maintenance, equipment and capital improvements for the Oona 
River Community Hall and associated properties. 
 

3. Boundaries 

Schedule A, attached hereto and forming part of this Bylaw, forms the service area boundaries. 
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4. Participating Areas 

The participating area is a portion of Electoral Area C (Oona River) as identified in Schedule A.   

5. Cost Recovery 

As provided for in section 339 of the Local Government Act, the annual cost of providing the service 
shall be recovered by one or more of the following: 

a) Property value tax imposed in accordance with Division 3 of Part 11 of the Local Government 
Act; 

b) Fees and charges imposed under s. 397 of the Local Government Act; 
c) Revenue raised by other means authorized by the Local Government Act or another act; 
d) Revenues received by way of agreement, enterprises, gift, grant or otherwise. 

 
6. Maximum Requisition 

In accordance with section 339 of the Local Government Act: 

a) The maximum annual amount that may be requisitioned for the cost of the service is the amount 

equal to $5,000. 

 

Read a first time this     _____________________ 

Read a second time this     _____________________ 

Read a third time this     _____________________ 

Approval of the Inspector of Municipalities _____________________ 

Approval of the electorate received this  _____________________ 

Adopted this                    _____________________ 

 

                                                                                                      

___________________  ___________________ 

Chair  Corporate Officer 

 
I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the North Coast Regional District Bylaw No. 718, 2026. 
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North Coast Regional District 

  
June 19, 2026 

   

 

1 

 
 

Staff Report 

Date:   June 19, 2026 

To:   D. Fish, Chief Administrative Officer 

From:  A. Baigent, Community Planner & Advisor, Urban Systems 

Subject:  Update: Application for proposed Moresby Island Official Community 
Plan Bylaw No.  1995 236,  (Amendment  No. Bylaw 715  202, 6) and 
Sandspit-Moresby Island Interim Zoning Bylaw No. 186, 1989 
(Amendment Bylaw No. 716, 2026) – Hekate’s Retreat – Sandspit 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. THAT the Staff Report dated June 19, 2026, entitled “Update: Application for 
 No. 236, 1995Plan Community  Bylaw Island Moresbyproposed  Official

(Amendment Bylaw No. 715, 2026) and Sandspit-Moresby Island Interim Zoning 
Bylaw  2026) 716, Bylaw(Amendment 1989 186, No.  No. –  RetreatHekate’s – 
Sandspit” be received for information. 
 

2. AND THAT the summary of the Public Hearing held Tuesday May 26, 2026,
regarding “Moresby Island Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 236, 1995,
Amendment Bylaw No. 715, 2026”, and “Sandspit-Moresby Island Interim
Zoning Bylaw No. 186, 1989, Amendment Bylaw No. 716, 2026” be received.   

 
3. AND THAT “Moresby Island Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 236, 1995,

Amendment Bylaw No. 715, 2026” be given Third Reading. 
 
4. AND THAT “Sandspit-Moresby Island Interim Zoning Bylaw No. 186, 1989,

Amendment Bylaw No. 716, 2026” be given Third Reading. 
 

PURPOSE: 

To present to the Board the summary of the Public Hearing held Tuesday May 26, 2026, regarding 
an toapplication amend the Plan CommunityIslandMoresby Official (OCP) Sandspitand -
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2 

Moresby Island Interim Zoning Bylaw in support of additional amenities at Hekate’s Retreat, 
located at 342 School Road, Sandspit. 

BACKGROUND: 

On April 17, 2026, the Board gave First and Second Reading to “Moresby Island Official
 “Sandspit 2026”, 715, No. Bylaw  and1995, 236, No. Plan BylawCommunity Amendment -

Moresby Island Interim Zoning Bylaw No. 186, 1989, Amendment Bylaw No. 716, 2026”. The 
proposed amendments are intended to bring the existing short-term rental units into compliance 
while allowing for the subject parcels to be enhanced as a tourist destination, allowing for a second 
phase of development including four (4) additional short-term rental units, five (5) additional 
recreational vehicle sites, and amenities. 
 
Following First and Second Reading, staff were directed to schedule a public hearing and issue 
public notice pursuant to Section 94 of the Community Charter and Section 466 of the Local 
Government Act. A Public Hearing was held May 26, 2026.  
 
Administrative Corrections 
Prior to calling the Public Hearing to order, Staff advised the public of 2 administrative corrections 
to the proposed bylaws:  
 

1. OCP Amendment Bylaw No. 716, 2026 regarding District Lot 307 be amended to re-
designate the parcel from “Parks & Recreation” and “Residential” to “Commercial”, as
shown on Schedule “A”, attached to and forming part of Bylaw No. 715, 2026.  
 

2. Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 716, 2026 regarding GC-1 zone section 18.4.1 be amended 
to correct a setback reference to the Western boundary of District Lot 163 be amended to 
the Eastern zone boundary.  

 
These administrative corrections to the proposed bylaws were also reiterated by Urban Systems 
Ltd. during the summary of the proposed bylaws. The amendment bylaws attached to this report 
are reflective of these corrections.  
 
Public Hearing 
44 people attended the Public Hearing, which was held at the Sandspit Community Hall at 7:00 
p.m., Tuesday May 26, 2026. Through the Public Hearing process, the Regional District received 
7 written submissions.  also receivedStaff questions and outside  Hearing of Publicfeedback
related to technicalities of the amendment bylaws.  
 
The minutes of the Public Hearing, attached to this report, summarize the comments received 
from support for the speakers expressed manyhearing, During public.themembers of  the
proposed rezoning as a means of promoting economic sustainability and growth within the
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community, while others raised concerns regarding the proposal. The following key themes were 
identified in the written submissions received and attached to this report:  

• Opposition to broad commercial zoning 
• Protection of agricultural land and food security 
• Environmental concerns (i.e., aquifer, floodplain, riparian habitat) 
• Alignment with the OCP  
• Risks to local housing availability (e.g., short-term rentals reducing housing for residents) 

and increasing property values and rents 
• Advocacy for zoning that prioritizes agriculture and recreation as principal uses 

 
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  

The NCRD’s Strategic Plan 2023-2026 identifies five themes that guide the Regional District's 
use of resources, including funds, staff time and energy. The themes shown in bold are those 
that are consistent with this application.  

Housing Board Governance Shared Services 
Economy North Coast Community  

 
Housing (Priority 1): The NCRD will work in partnership with First Nations, industry, not-for-
profit societies and governments to increase the supply of stable and affordable housing on Haida 
Gwaii and the Mainland. 

North Coast Community (Priority 3): The NCRD will pursue, through advocacy, engagement 
and partnerships, enhanced access to outdoor recreation opportunities. 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  

The NCRD’s Sustainable Economic Development Strategy 2025 for Electoral Areas D and E 
establishes a series of guiding principles and strategic actions intended to support long-term 
economic resilience. The principles shown in bold are those that are consistent with this 
application, and the relevant strategies and policy actions are outlined below. 

Housing Transportation Networks Digital and Utility 
Infrastructure 

Education and Training Tourism Environmentally Sustainable 
Practices 

Community Services Partnerships  
 
Strategy 1 (Electoral Areas D and E): Bolster NCRD Services to Support Economic Development 

• Develop planning policies that support more housing and the usage of existing underused 
properties to attract new residents (Electoral Areas D and E – Policy Action 1.2.3). 
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Strategy 1 (Sandspit): Create a Community that Supports Existing Residents and Attracts New 
Ones 

• Develop incentives to build more housing and redevelop existing properties to attract new 
residents. Develop a marketing campaign highlighting Sandspit’s lifestyle, natural beauty, 
and community value to attract families and young professionals, promoting relocation 
incentives (Sandspit – Policy Action 1.1.3). 

Strategy 2 (Sandspit): Generate Employment Opportunities Through Increasing Tourism  

• Review current policies and supports for visitor accommodation businesses, including
short-term rentals, bed and breakfasts,  hotels/motels, in Sandspit to ensureand
alignment with visitor demand, market feasibility, and community priorities (Sandspit – 
Policy Action 2.1.4). 

ALTERNATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Administration is recommending that the Board receives this report and gives Third Reading and 
adopts the “Moresby Island Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 236, 1995, Amendment Bylaw 
No. 715, 2026”, and “Sandspit-Moresby Island Interim Zoning Bylaw No. 186, 1989, Amendment 
Bylaw No. 716, 2026”. Following Third Reading, the Board cannot receive or consider additional 
information from the public or the applicant regarding the amending bylaws before adoption.  
 
Alternatively, the Board may choose to proceed with one of the following options: 
 
1. Proceed with amendments to the proposed amending bylaws. 

 the Board direct any additional amendments to the proposed amending bylawsShould
following the public hearing, staff will review the proposed changes to determine whether they 
are substantive in nature. Any substantive amendments may require the applicant's consent 
and, where required by legislation, an additional public hearing prior to consideration of Third 
Reading. 

 
2. Defer consideration pending receipt of additional information. 

The Board may choose to defer consideration of the amending bylaws to allow for the
submission and review of additional application information requirements.   

 
3. Deny the proposed amending bylaws. 

If the Board denies the proposed amending bylaws, the bylaws cannot be considered further. 
Where an application has been denied, no application for the same bylaw shall be submitted 
to the Regional District for a period of six (6) months.  

 

CONCLUSION: 
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The Public Hearing process has been completed, and the Board has received public input through 
written submissions, verbal presentations, and comments regarding the proposed amendments. 
The attached Public Hearing minutes and written submissions provide a summary of the feedback 
received theconsider nowmayBoardThepublic.byraisedissues keytheidentifyand the
information received through the Public Hearing in determining whether to proceed with further 
consideration of the proposed bylaws.  

Attachments 
 

• Previous Staff Report – Item No. 9.1, April 17, 2026 
• Public Hearing Meeting Minutes dated Tuesday May 26, 2026 
• Written Submissions 
• Moresby Island Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 236, 1995, Amendment Bylaw No. 

715, 2026 
• Sandspit-Moresby Island Interim Zoning Bylaw No. 186, 1989, Amendment Bylaw No. 

716, 2026 
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NORTH COAST REGIONAL DISTRICT 
 

PUBLIC HEARING MEETING 
 
 

 
Report of the Public Hearing Meeting held at the Sandspit Community Hall, at 7:00 P.M. on 
Tuesday May 26, 2026, to receive representation from all persons who deem their interests to be 
affected by the following proposed bylaws: 
 
Moresby Island Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 715, 2026 and Sandspit-
Moresby Island Interim Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 716, 2026.  

 
 
 
Chair:                               Electoral Area E Director                                    E. Putterill 
  
Directors:      
   
Staff:   Corporate Officer    C. Edwards 

 
Chief Administrative Officer   D. Fish 
 
Urban Systems Ltd.    Andrew Baigent  
      Kali Holahan 

   
Members of the Public:       44 
 
 
Prior to calling the Public Hearing to order, Staff advised the public of 2 administrative corrections to the proposed 
bylaws:  
 

1. OCP amendment bylaw regarding District Lot 307 be amended to re-designate the parcel from “Parks & 
Recreation” and “Residential” to “Commercial”, as shown on Schedule “A”, attached to and forming part of 
Bylaw No. 715, 2026. 

2. Zoning amendment bylaw regarding GC-1 zone section 18.4.1 be amended to correct a setback reference 
which currently references the Western boundary of District Lot 163 and should be amended to reference the 
Eastern zone boundary. 
 

1. Call to Order at 7:14 P.M.  
 
2. Statement by the Chair on the Procedures for Public Hearing 

 
 i ChairThe ntroduced the proposed  Official  Plan Amendment Community IslandMoresby

Bylaw No. 715, 2026 and Sandspit-Moresby Island Interim Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 
716, 2026.  
 
For those wishing to speak, the Chair noted the following:  

• Speakers must sign in by filling out the speaker sign in sheet to be called upon;  
• The speaker must identify themself by full name;  
• Speakers will be limited to 2 minutes to express their views;  
•  be  additional provide to allowed will a secondspeak to wishingSomeone  time

information, after others have been heard from for a first time, and will have a time 
limit of 2 minutes for their subsequent presentation;  

• If the speaker wishes to read from a prepared statement, a copy must be provided to 
the Corporate Officer for reference;  

• The North Coast Regional District Panel representatives may ask questions for
clarification. However, the meeting is not a question period where debate takes place; 
and  
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• The North Coast Regional District Panel representatives will not provide any comment 
on issues raised at the time of raising the issue, but will be in attendance to listen to 
the comments presented and potentially respond .  

 
3. Staff to Summarize the Proposed Amendment Bylaws and Bylaw Process 
 

Andrew Baigent, Urban Systems, presented an overview of the proposed bylaw amendments 
noting the following:  
 

• The Willows Golf Course was purchased by the applicant in 2021. 
• will amendment zoning proposedThe 4 for developmentofphase  second aallow

additional rental units and 5 additional RV sites as well as additional amenities and 
would bring existing structures into zoning compliance.  

• Site specific restrictions include the Board’s direction and public feedback received 
from the previous public hearing held May 28, 2024. 

 
Kali Holahan, Urban Systems, presented the following considerations regarding the proposed 
GC-1 zoning designation:  
 

• The proposed zoning amendment reduced maximum lot coverage and removed 
development east of Copper Bay Rd., widely referred to as the Dunes.  

• Development is restricted within the zoning amendment to not allow development on 
the  of the footprinthistorical  coursegolf , and the “  coursegolf ” remains the 
predominant use through land area and operation specifications of a par 3, 9-hole golf 
course.   

• Restrictions  specificationsand  included  incorporate zoning amendmentin the
feedback on the application from the Moresby Island Advisory Planning Commission.  

 
4. Proponent Presentation 
 

Andrew Purdey and Daniel Brehens of the Purdey Group of Companies presented an update 
on the Hekate’s Retreat zoning application.  

 
5. Staff to Read Out Written Submissions  
 

C. Edwards, Corporate Officer, summarized the received written submissions noting that 
written submissions and a record of the public hearing will be available for public inspection 
one week prior to when reporting on the public hearing is presented to the Board. Written 
submissions will be included as an attachment to this report. 
 

6. Call for Public Comment on the Proposed Amendment Bylaws 
 

The Chair called for a first time for speakers, in the order they appear on the Speaker Sign-In 
Sheet:  
 
1. Gail Henry  

• The speaker indicated their support for the proposed bylaw amendments. As a long 
time resident of the community, they have seen positive and negative change, 
recognizing that historic uses of the property have not been viable, they are in support 
of the rezoning proposal. 
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2. Chris Putterill 
• The speaker indicated their support for the proposed bylaw amendments. They 

 Tofino, however,  become like community theacknowledged that  should not the 
community needs development and they fully support the application. The speaker 
also noted that they are attempting to subdivide lands to support housing and that they 
believe that community water supply is not an issue. 
 

3. Alice Cervo  
• The speaker indicated their support for the proposed bylaw amendments. They noted 

that the long-term benefits are of important consideration. 
 

4. Chad Whiteside 
• The speaker indicated their support for the proposed bylaw amendments. They noted 

that industry  is declining without community supports  and populationthe  the
development. They mentioned that as a business owner they recognize that housing is 
an issue, yet not allowing development will not improve housing outcomes. 
 

5. Deborah MacGowan 
• The speaker indicated their support for the proposed bylaw amendments. They noted 

that as a time long  resident 30over of years  golf course thethat has supported 
beautification of the community and that tourism is beneficial to the community.  
 

6. Rainer Gunther  
• The speaker indicated their support for the proposed bylaw amendments. They noted 

that Canadian federal research anticipates a tourism economy boom lasting until 2035 
and that the community has an opportunity to receive a portion of this capital. They 
mentioned that it is not uncommon for golf courses to be zoned commercial.  
 

7. Joni Fraser  
• The speaker indicated that they are in support of the golf course but not in support of 

the proposed zoning amendments. They noted that the zoning should ensure that the 
golf course remains the primary use of the land and all other uses are accessory uses. 
They noted that a phased development plan should be provided prior to determining 
if the golf course will remain the primary use. 
 

8. Carol Wagner  
• The speaker indicated that they support the golf course and are not opposed to the 

rezoning so long as the dunes remain untouched, but they are opposed to the impacts 
of a tourism-based economy on the community which reportedly only has a 22-week 
window of operation. They noted that a substantial portion of housing is short-term 
rentals impeding long-term community population growth. Final comments included 
opposition of the application due to housing crisis concerns.   
 

9. Robert Houston  
• The speaker indicated their support for the proposed bylaw amendments. They noted 

that  employed bychildrenfather ofaas  the  is acourse golf theRetreatHekate’s 
positive element of the community and that the community needs an injection of
development.  
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10. Brenda Kowalchuck 
• The speaker indicated their support for the proposed rezoning application. They noted 

that as  Hekate’sof managergeneral the of members many see they  the Retreat
community come to the restaurant and enjoy the space as a part of the community. 
They noted that their family also supports the operation of the golf course which has 
become a hub of the community and would like to see the golf course be able to sustain 
itself as currently the business is not sustainable without further development. 
 

11. Andrew Purdey  
• The speaker indicated their support for the proposed rezoning application. As the 

 amendments will they believe that the current iteration of the proposedapplicant,
allow Hekate’s Retreat to operate sustainably through revitalizing the golf course via 
the proposed second phase of development. They noted that Hekate’s Retreat intends 
to build an economic core for the community and that they wish to do no harm to 
nature in any way. They then thanked the community for attending the hearing.  

 
The Chair called for a second time for speakers. 

 
12. Joni Fraser  

• The speaker noted that the Sandspit school has 18 students, and that families wishing 
to move to the community struggle to find residential housing which should be the 
priority of any community development.  
 

13. Carol Wagner 
• The speaker posed a question regarding Hydro power draw and the feasibility of the 

grid to provide energy should development occur.  
 

14. Chris Putterill  
• The speaker noted that they believe that written submissions provided by non-resident 

members of the public should not be considered. 
 

15. Patricia Parsons  
• The speaker indicated that they are in support of the golf course but thinks that it 

should  as a beshouldhousing  priority notedThey commercial. zonedbe not  that 
opposed to commercial development which could impact the local aquifer. They also 
noted that current services such as the ferry and local housing initiatives are not able 
to support commercial development.  
 

16. Chelsey Kruger  
• The speaker indicated their support for the proposed bylaw amendments. They noted 

that as a mother to young children in the community they think that growth is needed 
and found the  upsettingcomments to opposed  growth , mentioning  familiesthat
should be considered.  
 

17. Patricia Parsons  
• The speaker noted that a hospitality community on Fogo Island is a good example of a 

hospitality driven community that has done well to include the community in every 
aspect of development. 
 

18. Seth Purdey 
• The speaker noted that the Hekate’s Retreat is currently operating at a loss and that 

the business is an asset to the community. They noted that a business needs to be 
viable and under current zoning it is not viable.  
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19. Joni Fraser 
• The speaker noted that the School District may be able to assist with land to be

provided to support housing.  
 

There being no further comments, comments were closed. 
 
 
7. Response to Comments 
 

The Chair opened the response to comments by Staff first with noting and responding to 
public comments by stating:  

• Accretion of land is not within the scope of the proposed bylaw amendments. 
• The NCRD is taking corrective action to address non-compliant short term rentals and 

will be following up with property owners via mail to present options to come into 
compliance.  

 
D. Fish, Chief Administrative Officer, responded to public comments by noting:  
 

• A record of the public hearing will be made available one week prior to the Board 
meeting which the report will be presented. Should review of the record and reporting 
be prepared in time, the record of the hearing will be made publicly available one week 
prior to the June 19, 2026 Regular Board meeting.  

• Historically housing has not been the mandate of local governments, however, the
 housing toinitiative takingbeenNCRD has  support  advocacyto iswhich  limited

barring capital fund availability. At this time the NCRD has submitted twice to the 
Canada  bothand Fund AcceleratorCorporation’s HousingandMortgage  Housing
applications were denied. Housing remains within the NCRD’s strategic priorities yet 
without large capital funds addressing the housing crisis remains challenging. 
 

Andrew Baignet and Kali Holahan responded to public comments by noting:  
• The proposed GC-1 zone has primary uses including agricultural and golf course and 

provisions are included within the zoning to ensure that use predominantly remains 
golf course. 

 
 
8. Closing Statement by the Chair 
 

The Chair thanked the public for taking the opportunity to attend the Public Hearing and 
provide comment on the subject bylaws.  

 
There being no further input from the public, the Public Hearing was adjourned at 8:44 P.M. 

 
 
 

Certified fair and correct:      Prepared by: 
 
  
 

____________________     ____________________ 
                      
Chair        Corporate Officer 
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From: 
Sent: May 20, 2026 9:20 AM 
To: NCRD Info <info@ncrdbc.com> 
Subject: GC-1 Zoning Area E 

 
 

As part of my submission regarding the application I wish to have 
clarity as to just where the actual boundary of Lot 163 lies. Is it 
one chain length from the historical (1908) boundary or fixed to that 
date? 
If it's fixed, is all accretion post 1908 crown land or is there a 
potential that parts of Lot 163 east of the highway are accreting and 
that "new" land could be acquired by the land owner via application to 
the Crown? 

 
Sincerely, Doug Gould 

 
 
 

From: Laura Edgars 
Sent: May 23, 2026 5:26 PM 
To: NCRD Info <info@ncrdbc.com> 
Subject: Sandspit Golf Course proposed bylaws 

 
 

To whom it may concern, 
 
 

I grew up in Sandspit and my children and I are Haida Citizens. I currently live off-
island with my family, but Sandspit has a special place in my heart. 

 
 

The thought of the entire golf course property switching to Commercial from 
Agricultural land & Golf Course gives me a sickening feeling. 

 
 

I care about all the people I know who live there and they tell me that there is no 
housing to buy or rent at a reasonable price. They desperately need families to move 
there and more kids for the school. 

 
 

Turning the golf course property into a commercial center is not going to bring the 
families needed. 
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I am concerned that for the size of Sandspit where there is not much private land 
anyway, turning that much land into commercial property is going to be of little benefit 
to the community, with proceeds going to the developer instead. 

 
 

This will just make properties even more expensive to buy or rent, squeezing out the 
locals, and turning Sandspit into a resort style tourist community like Tofino. 

No thank you! 
 
 

Sincerely, 

Laura Dobson (Edgars) 
 
 

From: Norman McGregor 
Sent: May 24, 2026 3:51 PM 
To: NCRD Info <info@ncrdbc.com> 
Subject: Bylaw No. 715, 2026 and Bylaw No.716, 2026 

 
 

May 24, 2026 
 
 

Dear Sirs, 
 
 

Re: The Moresby Island Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 715, 2026 and 
the Sandspit-Moresby Island Interim Zoning Amendment Bylaw No.716, 2026. 

 
 

Upon reviewing the materials provided,as a long term resident and property owner, I 
DO NOT support and Highly Object to both, the Moresby Island Official 
Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 715, 2026 and the Sandspit-
Moresby Island Interim Zoning Amendment Bylaw No.716, 2026. 

 
 

These changes would allow and promote, vast commercial over development, to a large 
section of agriculture land within the community and is not in line with the rural feeling 
of our town. 

 
 

This application should be dismissed. 

Thank you, 
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Norman McGregor 

486 Copper Bay Road 

Sandspit, BC 

 
From: Norman McGregor 
Sent: May 24, 2026 3:59 PM 
To: NCRD Info <info@ncrdbc.com> 
Subject: Bylaw No. 715 and Bylaw No.716, 2026 

 
 

May 24, 2026 
 
 

Dear Sirs, 
 
 

Re: The Moresby Island Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 715, 2026 and 
the Sandspit-Moresby Island Interim Zoning Amendment Bylaw No.716, 2026. 

 
 

Upon reviewing the materials provided,as a long term resident and property owner, I 
am against to both, the Moresby Island Official Community Plan 
Amendment Bylaw No. 715, 2026 and the Sandspit-Moresby Island Interim 
Zoning Amendment Bylaw No.716, 2026. 

 
 

These changes are to broad and would allow too much commercial over development, 
for a community our size and is not in line with the rural feeling of our town. 

 
 

This application should be dismissed. 
 
 

Debbie Korhonen 

486 Copper Bay Road 

Sandspit, BC 

 
From: Remi Gauthier 
Sent: May 24, 2026 7:06 PM 
To: NCRD Info <info@ncrdbc.com> 
Subject: Comments of Concern - Sandspit Golf Course 
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Hello, 

Attached you will find my letter of my concerns regarding the rezoning of the Sandspit 
Golf Course. 

Thank you. 

Remi 

 
Dear NCRD Board, 

 
 

I am on this day of May 22, 2026 writing to voice my concerns regarding the proposed 

land use changes to the Sandspit Golf Course lands. 

 
I’ve lived in Sandspit for over 40 years. I’ve been a subsistence gardener most of my life 

and sell my locally grown vegetables at the local Garden Markets. I also help build and 

maintain the trail system around Sandspit. 

 
I don’t play golf, but every day I see how much this land means to people. The biggest 

thing for me is the farmland. Before the golf course, it was a farm. The soil is built up 

enough to grow food, and this is the only piece of ground in Sandspit that can do it on a 

large scale. Just by looking at a map, you can see how much of Sandspit this property 

covers. 

 
Some people may not see how keeping farmland makes the community better, but it 

matters more every year. With grocery prices what they are and the ferry unreliable, 

having a place close to home where we can grow food is becoming increasingly 

important. Once you build over that soil or compact it for parking and RV pads, it’s 
gone. 

 
 

You can’t get it back, and there isn’t another spot waiting. Building up soil to grow 

vegetables takes years of work. 
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If we’re serious about food security for this community, we have to protect the little bit 
of arable agricultural land we have left. 

 
 

The other concern is that this land sits on a floodplain over our drinking water. I’ve seen 

high tides and storms push water up Latécia Creek and flood large parts of the golf 

course. Tides are getting higher and storms are getting worse. Governments and 

experts predict flooding will get worse. More buildings and sewage there don’t make 

sense to me. If something goes wrong, it’s our environment and drinking water on the 

line. 

 
I understand the proposal allows commercial structures and 15 residential units. 

Looking at the Official Community Plan, I see that part of the back lot is designated for 

residential use. That area is still the best place for houses and buildings; it’s away from 

the estuary flooding impact zone of the creek and away from the golf course greens. 

Keeping structures outside the areas that have been historically cultivated is the only 

way to preserve this land for future agricultural use and the golf course. 

 
Protect the agriculture and the golf course. Keep development light and fit for the land. 

Once it’s gone, we don’t get it back. 

 
Thank you for considering my concerns. 

Remi Gauthier 

Sandspit, BC 
 
 

From: Eve Gauthier 
Sent: May 24, 2026 8:23 PM 
To: NCRD Info <info@ncrdbc.com> 
Subject: Public Input for Sandspit Golf Course Rezoning 

Please find attached my public input submission for the Sandspit Golf Course which has 
a public hearing on May 26, 2026. 

Thanks, 
Eve... 
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Resolve Applicant Compliance Issues within Existing OCP Land-use Designations 
{Public Input regarding proposed OCP Amendment & GC-1 Zoning – Eve Gauthier} 

 

 
I appreciate the effort taken to address concerns raised by MIAPC and previous public input, 
and for engaging a consultant; however, significant concerns and compliance issues remain. 

 
As stated in the April 17 Staff Report, the proposed amendments are “intended to bring the 
existing short-term rental units into compliance while allowing for a second phase of 
development including an additional four (4) short-term rental units, five (5) additional 
recreational vehicle sites, and additional amenities.” 

 
This does not require changing the OCP’s Parks and Recreation and Residential designations 
to Commercial. The site has historically operated with short-term rentals and RV sites. Under 
the Local Government Act and the OCP, these uses can be made compliant by listing them as 
accessory and subordinate uses within the zoning. 

 
Main Concerns: 

 
1. OCP Inconsistencies 
Under the Local Government Act, zoning amendments must be consistent with the OCP as 
whole. These changes are not. The proposal conflicts with multiple OCP objectives: 

 
- Objective 1.1 & 1.4: Direct development away from floodplains, riparian areas, and 

water sources. 
- Objective 1.1a: Protect fish and wildlife habitat. 
- Objective 2.7: Protect agricultural land. 
- Objective 7.1: Maintain and enhance recreational opportunities. 
- Objective 8.1: Protect heritage sites, including this First Nations settlement area. 
- Objectives 3.1 & 3.2: Focus commercial development in the Commercial Core and not 

in residential and recreational areas. 
 

2. Inconsistency with the Sustainable Economic Development Strategy 2025 
The April 17 Staff Report notes that the draft did not consider the Environmental Sustainable 
Practices principle of the Strategy. By omitting this principle, the draft advances commercial 
uses while leaving farming and environmental protection unaddressed, despite both being 
explicit objectives of the Strategy and OCP. 

 
3. Loss of Public Input and Community Control 
The OCP reflects community values to protect recreation, agriculture, sensitive ecosystems, 
and culturally important lands. Restrictive zoning preserves NCRD’s ability to seek public input 
on future changes. Rezoning to commercial removes that input. 
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Resolve Applicant Compliance Issues within Existing OCP Land-use Designations 
{Public Input regarding proposed OCP Amendment & GC-1 Zoning – Eve Gauthier} 

 

 
4. Risk of Loss of Arable Agricultural Land and Food Security 
The proposed rezoning creates a direct and irreversible risk to the only locally available arable 
agricultural land, undermining both food security and the OCP’s land use intent. 

 
5. Environmental & Water Risks 
Commercial buildings increase wastewater and site disturbance on a floodplain and over the 
drinking water aquifer. In addition to the OCP and Zoning bylaws, multiple agencies restrict 
development in floodplains, riparian areas, water sources and agricultural land. 

 
6. Enforcing Adherence to Regulations 
The draft zoning places the onus for environmental and drinking water protection on the 
developer’s adherence to regulatory authorities. In a remote rural area like Sandspit, enforcing 
that adherence is difficult. 

 
7. Subordination of the Golf Course 
Draft GC-1 makes commercial and tourist accommodation principal uses. This inherently 
makes the golf course and agriculture secondary and creates a path to losing them entirely. 
The site’s identity shifts from “golf course with amenities” to “resort site with a golf course.” 

 
8. Legal/Financial Risk to the NCRD – De Facto Expropriation 
Relying on “other provisions” in GC-1 to protect the golf course without limiting all other uses to 
subordinate, creates a risk of de facto expropriation. If the zoning allows a larger commercial 
build-out, a developer could claim compensation for lost revenue if they cannot build to that 
extent. Restrictive zoning reduces this risk. 

 
The Solution 

 
 Retain the existing land use designations; 
 Limit principal uses in the GC-1 zoning to golf course and agriculture, with all other uses 

accessory and subordinate; and 
 Specify criteria for accessory uses to limit dwellings to the residential portion of lot 307. 

 
This approach: retains recreational and agricultural assets in a manner that is consistent with 
the overall objectives of the OCP; maintains public input for future change; and mitigates legal 
risks. 

 
Bottom Line 
The “second phase” of upgrades can be made compliant within a zoning framework that keeps 
golf course and agriculture as the only primary uses. A commercial designation is not required 
and creates unnecessary risk to the environment, water supply, and community assets. 
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Resolve Applicant Compliance Issues within Existing OCP Land-use Designations 
{Public Input regarding proposed OCP Amendment & GC-1 Zoning – Eve Gauthier} 

 

Objective 1.1: preserve both the quality and quantity of local water sources 
o Policy 1.1.1: cooperate with the Water management Branch’s Environmental Protection Program and the 

Skeena Health Unit to implement controls in the zoning bylaw to protect the aquifer 

 
ADDITIONAL REFERENCE INFORMATION: 

Non-Exclusive list of Site Designations and Protections: 
• Fish Habitat: Leticia Creek, which runs through the property, is Type I Fish Habitat 

under the Haida Gwaii Land Use Objectives Order. 
• Riparian Legislation: Leticia Creek 
• Waterfowl Habitat: Identified in the OCP on Map 2 with policies to protect and direct 

development away from these areas. 
• Floodplain Designation: Designated floodplain with zoning bylaw provisions that 

prohibit this type of development. 
• Land Use Designation: The OCP identifies best-practice use for these lots as 

recreational and agricultural. 
• Drinking Water Aquifer: The lots overlie the community’s drinking water aquifer. 
• Heritage: Identified as Archaeological and Historical Settlement Site (Map 9 of OCP). 
• Community Value: The Mathers farm and golf course have historical, agricultural and 

recreational importance to the community, Haida Gwaii residents, and visitors. 

 
Protecting Community Drinking Water – Objective 1.1 (Policy 1.1.1) 
Section 1 of the OCP prioritizes the protection of community drinking water sources and 
aquifers. Northern Health has flagged concerns about septic systems over the community 
aquifer. Increasing commercial intensity as outlined in the “draft” GC-1 zoning increases that 
risk, which is inconsistent with the OCP’s water protection policies. 

 

 
Environmental & Fish Habitat Protection – Objective 1.1a (Policy 1.1.2) 
Section 1 commits the OCP to ‘protect fish habitat, riparian ecosystems, and environmentally 
sensitive areas’ and to apply the Riparian Areas Protection Regulation. This land is identified 
as Waterfowl Habitat on Map 2 of the OCP. Introducing commercial uses with higher site 
disturbance and wastewater risk conflicts with this commitment. 

 

 

Directing Development Away from Sensitive Areas – Objectives 1.4 (Policy 1.4.1) 
Section 1 of the OCP states it will direct development away from lands susceptible to flooding. 
These lots are designated floodplain and are susceptible to estuary tidal flooding. Approving 
principal commercial uses in GC-1 directly contradicts these objectives and policies. 

 

 

Objective 1.1a: protect fish and wildlife habitat 
o Policy 1.1.2: limit the type and intensity of development in and adjacent to the waterfowl and wildlife areas 

shown on Map 2 

Objective 1.4: direct development away from the lands which are susceptible to flooding 
o Policy 1.4.1: Apply the floodplain provisions outlined in the zoning bylaw to areas identified on Map 4 & 7 
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Resolve Applicant Compliance Issues within Existing OCP Land-use Designations 
{Public Input regarding proposed OCP Amendment & GC-1 Zoning – Eve Gauthier} 

 

 
Protecting Agricultural Land – Objective 2.7 (Policy 2.7.2) 
Objective 2.7 is to protect agricultural land and support agricultural uses. Redesignating to 
commercial removes land that should be retained for agriculture. Keeping it as 
Parks/Recreation and limiting GC-1 principal uses to golf course and agriculture conforms with 
Objective 2.7. This is particularly important as it is the only local agricultural land. 

 

 

Limiting Commercial to the Commercial Core – Objectives 3.1 (Policy 3.1.1) 
Section 3 directs commercial development to the Commercial Core adjacent to the Harbour. 
This proposal would result in an 80-acre commercial zone outside the Commercial Core. 

 

 

Limiting Commercial Ventures in Residential Areas - Objective 3.2 
Section 3 directs to limit commercial ventures in residential neighbourhoods. Redesignating 
these lots creates a large commercial zone adjacent to residential land. 

 

 

Protecting Recreational & Parks Land – Objective 7.1 (Policy 7.1.1 & 7.1.4) 
Section 7 of the OCP designates Lot 163 as Parks/Recreation and states the objective to 
‘maintain and enhance recreational opportunities for residents and visitors.’ Redesignating 
both lots to commercial undermines associated objectives and policies. 

 

 

Protecting Heritage Sites – Objective 8.1 (Policy 8.1.1) 
Objective 8.1 of the OCP is to recognize and protect the importance of heritage sites The golf 
course is a long-standing recreational and community feature on Haida Gwaii. Losing it to 
standalone commercial development eliminates that heritage use. The area also holds First 
Nations significance as a settlement site identified on Map 9. 

 

 

Objective 2.7: to recognize the integrity of the Agricultural Land Reserve and preserve suitable land for agricultural use. 
o Policy 2.7.2: support proposals to consolidate small parcels of agricultural land into larger parcels for 

agricultural use 

Objective 3.1: encourage the expansion of business and industry in Moresby Island 
o Policy 3.1.1: promoting Commercial development within the outlined commercial boundaries 

Objective 3.2: limit the development of commercial ventures in residential neighbourhoods 
o Policy 3.2.1: use the zoning bylaw to designate locations for local commercial developments along arterial 

and collector roads 
o Policy 3.2.2: permit home occupations in residential dwellings 
o Policy 3.3.3: maintain regulations in the zoning bylaw for a tourist accommodation commercial 

designation to allow the development of campsites, RV parks, tour operations, etc 

Objective 7.1: encourage the development of new recreational areas 
o Policy 7.1.1: Reserve the areas shown as “Park” on Map 7 for use as parks, campsites and other 

recreational uses 
o Policy 7.1.4: encourage the maintenance and expansion of the existing private golf course and support 

the acquisition of an easement from Transport Canada to link the golf course with the airport 

Objective 8.1: ensure that important heritage sites and buildings within the Moresby Island are preserved, whenever 
possible 

o Policy 8.1.1: support the preservation of important historical and archaeological and natural sites as 
shown on Map 9 
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From: Civa Gauthier 
Sent: May 25, 2026 7:13 AM 
To: NCRD Info <info@ncrdbc.com> 
Subject: Sandspit Golf Course 

 
 

To: NCRD 

Re: Concern over proposed land-use and zoning change – Sandspit Golf Course 
 
 

As a mother with a school aged child, entrepreneur and long-time resident of Sandspit, 
I’m concerned about changing the golf course land to broad commercial zoning. 

 
 

Our OCP commits to preserving and enhancing both recreation and agriculture, but 
proposed changes do not do that. It opens the door to extensive commercial 
development on Lot 163, which is flood-prone farmland that includes a large riparian 
area both of which our OCP has objectives to direct development away from. As drafted, 
the amendments do not comprehensively meet the OCP’s objectives. 

 
 

The applicant’s history of commercial ventures along the BC coast demonstrates that 
this application is to facilitate a capitalist business venture for off-island investors. This 
application is under the guise of ‘making existing and a few new additions conformant’; 
however, I’ve seen the applicant’s phased plan. It includes 35 townhouses, with half 
proposed on the golf course and dependent on acquiring crown land along the fence 
line. This is the same developer who thought it appropriate to build 5 cabins on our 
dunes. 

 
 

The developer already controls most short-term rentals in Sandspit through the golf 
course cabins, RV sites and the purchase of multiple residential properties throughout 
town. This concentrates the market, competes with local operators, and reduces housing 
availability for young families and workers. We’ve already seen the closure of an RV site 
and a food truck, and reductions in classroom space and teacher hours. 

 
 

Small communities are vulnerable when commercial competition is introduced without 
limits. Without bylaw conditions that keep other uses subordinate to recreation and 
agriculture, local entrepreneurs and family businesses are at risk. 
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If that happens, families may have to leave for work, and we could lose our school. 
Losing the school would drive more young families away, and we’d also lose the 
volunteer-run gym that serves as the community’s main recreational hub. 

 
 

This developer is already operating beyond what is allowed under the current land use 
and zoning and appears to be in contravention of BC’s short-term rental legislation by 
renting cabins, RVs, and the clubhouse without living on the property. 

 
 

I do not support changing the OCP land-use designation for this parcel. If the zoning is 
changed to GC-1, it must limit primary uses to recreational and agricultural, with all 
other uses strictly accessory. 

 
 

The accessory uses need conditions on location, footprint, size, and must be clearly 
subordinate to the primary uses. Dwellings should also be limited to the residential 
portion of lot 307. Once this land is opened to full commercial development, it can’t be 
undone. Please protect the things that make Sandspit livable for residents now and in 
the future. 

 
 

Sincerely, 

Civa Gauthier 

 

From: Deb. Fav.   
Sent: May 25, 2026 10:52 AM 
To: NCRD Info <info@ncrdbc.com> 
Subject: Sandspit Golf course rezoning request 
 
To whom it may concern 
 
Please be advised that I am opposed to the Commercial rezoning request. 
     I grew up in Sandspit, and in my opinion, it would be a shame to see the small town vibe 
affected by this type of development.  
     Right now, we should be focusing on permanent housing for full-time, middle-class families. 
This is what will sustain the fabric of the community long term. People should be able to make this 
their home if they choose to.  
   I am very concerned about the repercussions that a commercial rezoning of this property will 
bring to the community. More discussion is needed before this should be considered. 
The current OCP should remain intact.  
 
Thank you for your time and attention to this matter 
Debbie Favero 
484 Copper Bay Rd 
Sandspit 

  
 
 

Item 9.2

Page 164 of 188



 

From:   
Sent: May 25, 2026 11:38 AM 
To: NCRD Info <info@ncrdbc.com> 
Subject: GC-1 Zoning 
 
 
To continue my previous submission: The southern half of Lot 163  
should remain in the agricultural A-1 category. Development of the  
section of Lot 163 north of the highway/Copper bay Rd, designated as a  
flood plain should be considered for development, possible GC-1 but  
with constraints that restricts any development within approx 100  
meters of the shore line. Development shore-ward (east) of Copper Bay  
road is not to be allowed. 
 
The southern half of Lot 307 being Zoned GC-1 does not concern me at  
this point. As requested, clarification of the actual status of  
property lines relative to accretion must be determined. I believe  
that one of two previous applications has been denied and that one is  
still outstanding. How do we proceed with changing Zoning on property  
around the first green when ownership is yet to be determined? 
 
Sincerely Doug Gould Sandspit 
 
 
From: Patricia Parsons   
Sent: May 25, 2026 1:38 PM 
To: NCRD Info <info@ncrdbc.com> 
Subject: Proposed OCP Amendment and GC-1 Zoning for Lots 163 and 307 
 
 
Dear NCRD Board, 
 
I would like to start out by thanking the NCRD for giving us townspeople a chance to express our 
concerns and hopes for our town and its future. 
 
I wish to add my comments about the Golf Course Land to those from the other residents and 
stakeholders in Sandspit and on Haida Gwaii.  
 
We, in Sandspit, have always been a Resource Based town with our futures closely linked to the 
stakeholders and Companies employing our residents. We need employment, and we need to feel 
we have a say in the future of our special corner of this world. I have lived here for 39 years and 
seen many companies come and go, we’ve seen good times and bad, but we have always remained 
hopeful. 
 
I was thrilled when we found out the Golf Course had been purchased by someone who wanted to 
keep the Golf Course and add a few ammenities to service it. We want to keep the Golf Course as a 
Golf Course and the only way we can guarantee that is to NOT change the zoning to Commercial. I 
recall the last time we went through this process it was decided that the Golf Course land should 
remain zoned “Agriculture into Perpetuity”. Why are we doing this again? 
 
We need Residential Housing that is affordable for middle incomes, affordable housing for 
seniors. That alone would increase our population and enable people to start small business of 
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their own. Sandspit needs people who can live here full time, not vacation homes.  
 
We need families, hopefully with children, so we can keep our school. Vacation homes do nothing 
to increase the number of full time residents. 
 
How many of the Residential Properties in Sandspit have been purchased and turned into B&B. 
Also, how many of those residential properties have been rezoned to accommodate a commercial 
business, like B&B?  
The current by-laws that state a B&B in a residential property must have a homeowner living in 
the said property, and there is a limit to the number of B&B units per household. No enforcement 
means more Residential properties could become B&B. 
 
We cannot enforce those issues now because we do not have a BY-LAW ENFORCEMENT person 
on these Islands. No enforcement results in violations that are left to the neighbours to try and 
enforce, at their expense. I personally know that story and it is not acceptable. If you want this 
town to grow into a Tourist Destination, then we need a full time By Law Enforcement person.  
 
We need residential housing more than B&B or vacation housing because we are a Volunteer 
based community and don’t have enough people available to volunteer. 
 
We have a limited Ferry service which is a necessity for Sandspit residents to go to hospital, appts., 
banking, and all the other things we need to travel to Graham Island for. As it is now, we are hard 
pressed to get on the ferry during tourist season, just no spaces left for the residents. Does anyone 
plan on getting a newer and bigger Ferry other than the Kwuna to accommodate all the extra 
pressure of growing tourism. There is no priority for residents and that puts us at a real 
disadvantage. 
Also, the Prince Rupert ferry. As it is, we have to make a reservation weeks in advance, sometimes 
longer to go to the mainland. We cannot count on space being there for residents facing an 
emergency and having to travel to the mainland. 
 
We have no Bus or Taxi service from Sandspit to alleviate the necessity of travel by private vehicle. 
Growth is good only if the services grow with it so everyone is accommodated. 
 
Medical services - we have a Clinic and 1 ambulance in Sandspit. The extra pressure on the 
medical services alone should be a concern. And, we have not heard of any solutions to this or any 
of the other problems the residents are faced with. 
 
Property Taxes. Since the purchase of the Golf Course and many residential properties by the same 
owner, my own property assessment has increased by 97% since 2022. And I can say that there 
have been no changes or improvements on my property to warrant that. I have appealed and been 
denied. 
It was okay when my husband was alive and we had a better income, now I am a single, retired 
homeowner, disabled and unable to get a job, how can I afford to pay for those huge increases. It is 
not sustainable for me or many others. Yes, there is a homeowner discount for seniors on property 
taxes, but when approx. $400/month of a limited budget is going for taxes, how can that be 
maintained. I have seen nowhere in the Golf Course proposition where there will be Seniors 
Housing available, or low income housing. What are we supposed to do. Not the best situation for 
seniors. Where are the solutions for that. 
Where is that tax money going? We get the minimum here for our tax dollar. 
 
There is definitely a shortage of fee simple land in Sandspit. There are a few other large property 
owners in Sandspit with parcels that could be sub-divided to accommodate a growing population. 
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Give them some incentives to sub-divide and free up some land for housing. 
 
On Beach Road many of the properties are just under and some just over the 2 acre amount. I 
think many of us would be willing to sub-divide our properties but would need a new road put in 
to service those lots. Perhaps the Reg. District could come up with some proposals for something 
like that and free up a lot more land for housing. That would also help with the rising property 
assessments if we had the option to sell the back half of our properties. That would also increase 
the tax base for the NCRD.  
 
Water usage. I have read in the Golf Course info that they will not be using the town water and 
therefore, no drain on the system. We all know that wether we get our town water or water from 
private wells, it all comes from the same aquafir. The water usage with the proposed 
ammendments to zoning for Golf Course would really increase the drain on the Aquafir. There was 
a Water Well Regulation change as of March, 2022 that was regarding private wells. It stated that 
all wells other than for private, single usage or that irrigated more than 1000sqm had to be 
registrered with the Province and that if there was a negative impact on the aquafir, then the last 
wells to be registered would be the first to be told to restrict their usage. The water usage just to 
keep the greens in good condition is excessive, but if you add 35 townhouses, and whatever 
number of B&B’s, serviced campgrounds and travel trailer hookups, there will be a substantial 
drain on the water resource. 
 
We have a generating station for our hydro. What will the increase in demand be on that. 
 
Acceptable Zoning Changes 
 
18.2 Uses Permitted within the Golf Course Development Zone. 
 
1. Principal Uses 
Agricultural use  
Golf Course 
 
2. Accessory Uses  
Conference Facility 
Licensed liquor, primaty 
multi-family dwelling 
restaurant 
retail use 
single family dwelling 
temporary accommodation  
B&B 
campground use 
hotel 
short-term rental use 
accessory buildings 
accessory dwelling unit 
parks, pathways, and public seating areas 
personal services  
secondary suite 
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We need to protect fish and wildlife Habitat. 
Protect the Agricultural land 
Maintain and enhance recreational opportunities. 
Focus commercial development in the Commercial Core and not residential or recreational areas. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to have input into the future of Sandspit, 
Patricia Parsons 
Sandspit, BC 

 

 

From: Mysti Bateham   
Sent: May 25, 2026 1:45 PM 
To: NCRD Info <info@ncrdbc.com> 
Subject: Zoning Bylaw and the Official Community Plan Bylaw change the approx 80 acres SSPT 
 
Hi there, Please see the attachment for the meeting tomorrow in Sandspit. I would appreciate acknowledgement  that this email 
was received.  
 
 Kind regards. 
 
--  

Mysti Bateham  

 

To whom it may concern, 
 
Part of the beauty and lure of this community (K’il Kun/Sandspit) is the peaceful and natural environment.    
With increased developments this will have an impact.   I am not opposed to growth for this small 
community; however, I have a few concerns/ questions: 
 
 

1) Property taxes have been increasing every year since the development of Hekates retreat. How will   
this project impact on the long-term resident’s property taxes during a time where increasing costs 
of living are already financially overwhelming   for the basics? Will this development be a trigger 
towards gentrification? 

2) What are anticipated demographic shifts?  
3) What resource strains are being anticipated and planned for? 

 
 
Kind regards,  
Mysti Bateham 
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Subject: Request to Limit Zoning Change – Protect Agricultural Land  

Dear NCRD Board, 

I’m writing to add context to concerns already raised about changing the land use of the 
Mathers Farm/golf course property from agriculture to commercial. 
 
The golf course area makes up about one-third of Sandspit’s flat, serviceable land; roughly 
31 hectares of DL 163 and DL 307 (shown in red on the attached NCRD 2024 zoning map). 
Changing it to broad commercial is not a minor adjustment. It would have community-wide 
impacts on drainage, housing, water, and local business. 
 
It also pits the golf course and its agricultural use against commercial ventures. Over time, 
there’s a real risk the site becomes a resort with a golf course component, rather than a golf 
course with accessory uses. There is no guarantee that the golf course remains or remains 
public. 
 
Reading the Official Community Plan (OCP) as a whole, the intent is clear: protect wildlife 
habitat, drinking water, and our recreational, historical, and agricultural assets, while 
supporting entrepreneurship and tourism. Those objectives still reflect what residents have 
said over the last few years. 
 
This proposal neglects three key OCP objectives for this site: 

• Directing development away from lands susceptible to flooding, 

• Protecting our water source, and 

• Preserving suitable land for agricultural use 
 

Instead, it makes commercial use the primary purpose. As per the Local Government Act, a 
zoning bylaw must be consistent with the OCP. As drafted, this amendment does not meet 
that standard. 
 
With creating site-specific GC-1 zoning, we have the opportunity to preserve the current 
agricultural and recreational uses as the primary uses, and approve accessory uses with 
clear limits.  
 
Those limits should: 

• Define the extent and location of commercial uses, 

• Require adherence to riparian setbacks and covenants for drinking water and 
floodplain protection, and 

• Direct any dwellings to the portion of Lot 307 already designated Residential in the 
OCP 
 

We can’t force an owner to run an unprofitable golf course, but we can keep the golf course 
footprint under agricultural-use so future owners have the option to reopen it. We can also 
allow limited accessory uses, rental housing, and a few complementary commercial uses, to 
help the golf course break even, while keeping everything subordinate to the primary uses. 
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Since purchasing the properties, the developer has bought four residential-zoned properties 
in Sandspit and converted 3 of them to short-term rentals and employee housing. In 2024 
our housing need was set at 20 homes by 2026. Those 4 conversions will have increased 
that need by roughly 20%. I have included a Sandspit Community Map which highlights his 
property acquisitions in red outline. (separate pdf included in email). 
 
Buying a large portion of a small community has likely affected affordability. Young families 
can’t find housing or land to stay or move here. One family with four children left this year 
because they couldn’t find a home. Another family with two children wants to return but 
can’t find a place to rent or buy. ALM Elementary only has about 20 students in K-7. Losing 
six potential students matters. 
 
On Airbnb, 11 of 19 Sandspit listings are at the golf course; almost 60%. The application 
proposes the addition of 4 more, bringing it to nearly 70%, not including the other properties 
already converted. This concentration competes with local short-term rental operators and 
other small businesses. 
 
Small communities rely on a complementary mix of entrepreneurs and volunteers. When 
housing prices rise and customers shift to one large operator, local businesses close. We’ve 
already seen an RV site and food truck close. If families can’t afford to stay, we risk losing 
the school. If we lose the school, we lose the gym; our main hub for community recreation 
and events run by volunteers, and we will lose more families because of the lack of a school 
in the community and from loss of teaching jobs. 
 
The developer has already made additions not permitted under the current zoning and has 
been digging sand from Crown/Haida land without an approved license of occupation 
permit. It concerns me that we would consider moving from a restrictive zoning to one that 
allows broad commercial use on an environmentally sensitive floodplain that sits over our 
community drinking water aquifer. This is particularly concerning when we don’t have 
enforcement bylaws and enforcement officers in place. 
 
The OCP does not need to change. Keeping the land as Parks and Recreation, with the 
small Residential portion of Lot 307, matches the OCP’s priority objectives and policies.  
 
If the zoning is changed from agriculture, it must mirror the historical primary uses 
(recreation and agriculture) and make all other uses accessory with clear limits on size, 
location, and footprint. Accessory uses should be defined sufficiently so not to compete with 
local businesses and operators. 
 
My concern is for the community, not the developer’s interests. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Joni Fraser 
Sandspit, BC 
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The 2024 Moresby Zoning Map shows the 2024 known floodplain setback for Leticia 
Creek. I have outlined the Golf Course property in Red. 
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Amendment Bylaw No. 715, 2026 

 

A Bylaw to amend the Moresby Island Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 263, 1995 
 

WHEREAS the Board of the North Coast Regional District has, by Bylaw, established an Official 
Community Plan pursuant to the BC Local Government Act; 

AND WHEREAS a Public Hearing was duly held in accordance with the Local Government Act 
and notice of such hearing was given in accordance with the Community Charter; 

AND WHEREAS the Board of the North Coast Regional District deems it is in the public interest 
to amend “Map 7: Sandspit Plan Land Use” of “Moresby Island Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 
263, 1995”; 

NOW THEREFORE the Board of the North Coast Charlotte Regional District in open meeting 
assembled enacts as follows: 

Citation 
 

1. That this Bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the “Moresby Island Official Community 
Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 715, 2026”. 

Amendments 
 

2. The “Moresby Island Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 263, 1995” is hereby amended as 
follows: 
(a) That the South 1/2 of District Lot 307, Queen Charlotte District, Except Plan 

PRP44258 (PID: 015-657-264); and  
 
A portion of District Lot 163, Queen Charlotte District, Except a Strip of Land One 
Chain in Width Measured from High Water Mark and Except Plans 1869 3785 and 
4248 (PID: 015-657-272) 
 
be amended by re-designating from “Parks & Recreation” to “Commercial”, as shown 
on Schedule “A”, attached to and forming part of this Bylaw. 

 
(b) That the map referred to as “Map 7: Sandspit Plan Land Use” of the “Moresby Island 

Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 263, 1995”, shall be amended accordingly.  
 

(c) This bylaw shall come into force and be binding on all persons from the date of 
adoption.  
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North Coast Regional District 2 

Bylaw No. 715, 2026 

READ A FIRST TIME this  17th day of April, 2026. 

READ A SECOND TIME this  17th day of April, 2026. 

A Public Hearing was held on  26th day of May, 2026. 

READ A THIRD TIME this  ___ day of ______, 2026. 

ADOPTED this  
___ day of ______, 2026 by a decision 
of all members of the Board present and 
eligible to vote.  

 
 
 

 

Chair 
 

Corporate Officer 
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Amendment Bylaw No. 716, 2026 

 

A Bylaw to amend the Sandspit-Moresby Island Interim Zoning Bylaw No. 186, 1989 
 

 

WHEREAS the BC Local Government Act allows a local government to divide portions of its 
jurisdiction into zones and regulate permitted land uses within zones, 

AND WHEREAS a Public Hearing was duly held in accordance with the Local Government Act 
and notice of such hearing was given in accordance with the Community Charter, 

AND WHEREAS the Board of the North Coast Regional District deems it is in the public interest 
to amend zoning provisions and map schedule governing a portion of the Sandspit area within the 
Sandspit-Moresby Island, 

NOW THEREFORE the Board of the North Coast Charlotte Regional District in open meeting 
assembled enacts as follows: 

Citation 
 

1. That this Bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the “Sandspit-Moresby Island Interim 
Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 716, 2026”. 

Amendments 
 

2. The “Sandspit-Moresby Island Interim Zoning Bylaw No. 186, 1989” is hereby amended as 
follows: 
 
(a) By inserting a new definition “Golf Course” in Section 2.0 – Definitions as follows:  

 
“Golf Course” means an outdoor recreational facility designed and used for the 
playing of golf, consisting of a series of holes and fairways, greens, tees, hazards, and 
landscaped areas, and may include accessory uses and buildings customarily 
incidental to the operation of a golf course, such as a clubhouse, driving range, 
maintenance buildings, food and beverage service, and parking. 

 
(b) By inserting a new zone as “Section 18.0 - Golf Course Development District - GC-1”, 

as shown on Schedule “A” attached to and forming part of this Bylaw.  
 

(c) By renaming “Section 18.0 - Schedule “B” Floodplain Management Provisions” as 
“Schedule “B” Floodplain Management Provisions”. 

 

 

 
 

North Coast Regional District 2 

Bylaw No. 716, 2026 
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(d) That the South 1/2 of District Lot 307, Queen Charlotte District, Except Plan 
PRP44258 (PID: 015-657-264); and  
 
A portion of District Lot 163, Queen Charlotte District, Except a Strip of Land One 
Chain in Width Measured from High Water Mark and Except Plans 1869 3785 and 
4248 (PID: 015-657-272) 

 
be rezoned from Agriculture Forestry District (A-1) to Golf Course Development 
District (GC-1), as shown on Schedule “B”, attached to and forming part of this 
Bylaw. 
 

(e) That the Zoning Map referred to as Schedule “A” of the “Sandspit-Moresby Island 
Interim Zoning Bylaw No. 186, 1989”, shall be amended accordingly.  

 
(f) This bylaw shall come into force and be binding on all persons from the date of 

adoption. 
 

READ A FIRST TIME this  17th day of April, 2026. 

READ A SECOND TIME this  17th day of April, 2026. 

A Public Hearing was held on  26th day of May, 2026. 

READ A THIRD TIME this  ___ day of ______, 2026. 

APPROVED BY THE MINISTER OF 
TRANSPORTATION AND TRANSIT 
PURSUANT TO THE  PROVISIONS OF 
SECTION 52(3)(a) OF THE 
TRANSPORTATION ACT. 

 ___ day of ______, 2026. 

ADOPTED this  
___ day of ______, 2026 by a decision 
of all members of the Board present and 
eligible to vote.  

 
 

 

Chair 
 

Corporate Officer 
 

 

 
 

North Coast Regional District 3 

Bylaw No. 716, 2026 
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SECTION 18: GOLF COURSE DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT - GC-1 
 

 Purpose 

18.1 To support the operation, maintenance, and expansion of a golf course in Sandspit. 

  

Uses Permitted 

18.2 Within the Golf Course Development Zone, only the following uses are allowed and all others

prohibited: 
 

 

.1 Principal Uses 

 agricultural use 

 conference facility 

 licensed liquor, primary 

 golf course 

 multi-family dwelling 

 restaurant 

 retail use 

 single family dwelling 

 temporary accommodation 

o bed & breakfast 

o campground use 

o hotel 

o short-term rental use 
 

.2 Accessory Uses 

 accessory buildings 

 accessory dwelling unit 

 parks, pathways, and public seating areas 

 personal services  

 secondary suite 

Schedule “A” to 
Amendment Bylaw No. 716, 2026 
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Lot Area 

18.3      .1 Each lot shall have a minimum lot area of no less than 6 hectares; and no parcel in this 

zone may be subdivided to an area of less than 6 hectares.  

.2  Notwithstanding Section 18.3.1, where a subdivision boundary coincides with a highway 

dedication, the resulting parcel shall have a minimum area of 3.5 hectares, provided that 

the parcel is capable of accommodating the permitted uses of the zone and comply with all 

applicable servicing requirements. 

  

Siting of Buildings and Structures 

18.4      .1 For the purposes of the Golf Course Development District, no building or structure may be  

sited less than: 

 5 meters, from the northern, western, and southern lot lines 

 1 meter from internal lot lines within the same zone 

 15 meters from the western boundary of District Lot 163 

.2 No fencing or other barriers shall be erected to a height of more than 2 meters; but may be 

installed along a surveyed shared lot line. 

 

Height of Buildings and Structures 

18.5 The maximum permitted height of any building or structure shall not exceed 9 metres. 

 

Residential Density 

18.6      .1    The maximum number of Dwelling Units shall not exceed 15. For the purposes of this

B Temporary Accommodationylaw,  (Bed and Breakfast, Campground Use, Hotel, and

Short-Term Rental Use) shall not be counted toward the maximum number of Dwelling 

Units. 

.2 80% of all Multi-Family Dwelling Units must be in the form of Residential Rental Tenure. 

 

Lot Coverage 

18.7       The maximum permitted lot coverage shall not exceed 25% of the lot area. 
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Other Provisions 

18.8      .1    The lands legally described as: 

 South 1/2 of District Lot 307, Queen Charlotte District, Except Plan PRP44258 

(PID: 015-657-264); and  

 District Lot 163, Queen Charlotte District, Except a Strip of Land One Chain in 

Width Measured from High Water Mark and Except Plans 1869 3785 and 4248 

(PID: 015-657-272) 

shall be used predominantly as a golf course, as measured by the following criteria:  

.i Land area, the majority of the total site area shall be devoted to golf course uses; 

.ii Operational function of Par 36 (9-Hole) Golf Course of at least 3,100 yards; and 

.2  Water and sewage management systems must be designed and built for the anticipated 

uses  for Guidelines Authority Health in  the with accordance and density  Northern

Subdivision. 

.3 Water for the purposes of maintaining landscaping, garden beds, and golf course greens 

shall not be obtained from the Sandspit Community Water System. 

 

Required Off Street Parking Spaces 

18.9 Off-street parking and loading shall be provided in accordance with Section 5.0 of this Bylaw. 
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Staff Report 

 
Date:  June 19, 2026 

To:   D. Fish, Chief Administrative Officer 

From:  C. Wentland, Planning/Economic Development Officer 

Subject:  Land Referral 196927176 – 001; 196928798 – 001; 196928072 - 
001 – Rogers Communications – License of Occupation for
Communications Site, Electric Powerline, and Road 

 

RECOMMENDATION 1: 

THAT the Staff Report entitled “Land Referral 196927176 – 001; 196928798 
– 001; 196928072 - 001 – Rogers Communications – License of Occupation 
for Communications Site, Electric Powerline, and Road”, be received. 
 
AND THAT the Board provide a response to the Ministry supporting approval 
of the project. 
 

PURPOSE: 

To present to the Board of the North Coast Regional District (NCRD) an application for a 
long term (30 years) License for tenure of a proposed site in Electoral Area E, for the 
purposes of installing and operating a telecommunications tower, an associated
powerline and 20m gravel access road. 

DISCUSSION: 

Rogers Communications is in the process of developing plans for 5 proposed
telecommunications towers throughout Haida Gwaii. Of these 5 potential sites, 2 are 
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being established on private lands while 3 are proposed for unsurveyed Haida Title lands 
under the former jurisdiction of the provincial Crown. 

Location 

The current application is for a small area of land in the vicinity of Alliford Bay within 
Electoral Area E  Board was the 20, held March 2026 Regular the At.  Board meeting
provided with a referral package for the 5 proposed sites on Haida Gwaii. 

Proposed Site Details  

Proposed Site 4 – W6252 (Alliford Bay) 
 

• Location: Approximately 9.1 km west of Sandspit Airport 
• Coordinates: 53.214091, -131.936410 
• Proposed Structure: 60 m self-support tower with 3 m lightning rod 
• Land Ownership: Unsurveyed Haida (Crown) Land 
• Site Details: The tower will be located within a 30 m x 30 m leased area, 
including a 15 m x 18 m fenced compound and an 8 ft x 10 ft walk-in equipment 
shelter. Approximately 20 m of new access road will connect to an existing Forest 
Service Road. 
 

Official Community Plan and Zoning 

Under the Graham Island Interim Zoning Bylaw 192, 1993 and the Sandspit-Moresby 
Island 1989,  Bylaw Zoning Interim  186, critical infrastructure including
telecommunications towers are an allowed use in all zones. 

Stakeholders and Advisory Planning Commission 

 sessions consultation public several  and the Applicant the application, toPrior  held
distributed an information package to key stakeholders. The current referral was open for 
public  until comment  19April th, 2026.  NCRD’s with theconsistent is As this project
zoning bylaw(s) and its Sustainable Economic Development Strategy for Electoral Area D 
and E, staff did not pursue further referrals to the APC. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
Housing Improving Transportation 

Access & Connectivity 
Regional Partnerships 

Workforce 
Development and
Training 

Tourism Opportunities Environmentally 
Sustainable Practices 
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Enhanced 
Community Services 

  

 
Action 3: Enhance community services, facilities and infrastructure to improve
community accessibility and connectivity. 
 
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES  
 
Housing Board Governance Shared Services 
Economy North Coast Community  

This referral is not directly related to the Board’s Strategic Priorities 2023-2026. 

Attachments 
 

• ATTACHMENT A: Information Package 
• ATTACHMENT B: Consultation Package 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff is recommending that the Board consider the referral and provide a response to the 
Ministry supporting approval of the application. Alternatively, response options include: 

• No objection to approval of the project;  
• No objection to approval of the project subject to conditions outlined by the Board; 
• Recommend refusal of the project due to reasons outlined below by the Board; 
• No response. 
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From: James Warren <jwarren@comoxvalleyrd.ca>  
Sent: Monday, May 25, 2026 5:55 PM 
To: James Chandler <jchandler@rdkb.com>; Murray Daly <mdaly@cariboord.ca>; Al Radke <ARadke@qathet.ca>; Sally Ginter 
<Sally.Ginter@rdco.com>; David Leitch <DLeitch@srd.ca>; Jennifer Kinneman <jkinneman@fvrd.ca>; Curtis Helgesen 
<curtis.helgesen@rdbn.bc.ca>; Curtis Slingerland <cao@ccrd.ca>; NCRD CAO <cao@ncrdbc.com>; Daniel Sailland 
<dsailland@acrd.bc.ca>; Danielle Myles Wilson <danielle.myleswilson@cvrd.bc.ca>; David Kim <dkim@rdmw.bc.ca>; David Sewell 
<david.sewell@rdno.ca>; Douglas Holmes <dholmes@rdn.bc.ca>; Heather Paul <HPaul@slrd.bc.ca>; Jerry Dobrovolny 
<jerry.dobrovolny@metrovancouver.org>; jmaclean@csrd.bc.ca; Lina Gasser <lgasser@rdks.bc.ca>; shildebrand 
<shildebrand@tnrd.ca>; Shawn Dahlen <shawn.dahlen@prrd.bc.ca>; Shawn Tomlin <stomlin@rdek.bc.ca>; Stuart J. Horn 
<shorn@rdck.bc.ca>; Ted Robbins <trobbins@crd.bc.ca>; Tina Perreault <Tina.Perreault@scrd.ca>; mschibli@rdks.bc.ca; 
chris.calder@rdffg.bc.ca; Jim Zaffino <jzaffino@rdos.bc.ca> 
Cc: Selena Speed <sspeed@comoxvalleyrd.ca> 
Subject: Regional District Chairs and CAOs Forum - joint advocacy follow-up 

Club 27 

Apologies for the delayed response. I had meant to message you all shortly after our April 21 and 22 Forum in 
Victoria, but alas here we are. More than a month has gone by, but the value in joint advocacy remains just as 
high. 

I’ll be brief in my message here. I have two primary takeaways from hosting the joint advocacy session at the 
Forum: 1) there is interest in meeting more frequently; and 2) three topics attracted some interest from the 
CAOs.  

1) More frequent meetings 

As CAOs we identified that connecting more frequently would be important and could advance some of our 
shared interests. Turns out that the Chairs felt the same and there’s an effort underway to book a meeting 
room at UBCM for the RD Chairs and CAOs. Stay tuned for more at UBCM. Also, my chair, Will Cole-Hamilton, 
has drafted a “Chairs Caucus” Terms of Reference with RDKS Chair Yunkws in which more frequent 
connections are being promoted. 

2) Topics of Shared Interest 

a. Grant Funding: at the Forum, Jerry (Metro), Murray (Cariboo) and Jennifer (Fraser Valley) 
joined with me to speak with the Province about sustained grant funding. I’ve attached a 
draft letter that we could each put our Chair’s signatures on and use to promote sustained 
grant funding. If anyone else would like to review the letter, add in an example or two of 
successful grant funded initiatives, and add your Chair’s signatures, please do so. 

b. Revenue Sharing: at the Forum, Jerry (Metro) and Curtis (Bulkley Nechako) agreed that they’d 
look into the UBCM Task Force that was struck years ago to identify alternative funding for 
local governments.  

c. Waste Management: at the Forum, many of you expressed interest in responding jointly to 
increasing regulations that cost more, advancing ICI waste with the Province to have 
producers pay their share and a comprehensive assessment of impacts on major project 
approval. I apologize, I did not record a specific action on this file, but noted a large amount 
of interest, so will leave this with the group if someone wants to run with the topic. 
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To close, I will be on vacation beginning Wednesday and returning to the office on June 15. I’ve made a note to 
follow-up at that time, to try and get our grant funding letter approved and sent. 

 

Thanks all.  

 

James Warren (he/him)  

Chief Administrative Officer  

Comox Valley Regional District  

770 Harmston Avenue, Courtenay, BC, V9N 0G8  

Tel: 250-334-6007 Cell: 250-334-7312  

 

The.CVRD.respectfully.acknowledges.the.land.on.which.it.operates.is.on.the.unceded.traditional.territory.of.
the.K"ómoks.First.Nation?.the.traditional.keepers.of.this.land¡ 
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Office of the Chair 
 
770 Harmston Avenue, Courtenay, BC V9N 0G8 
Tel: 250-334-6000     Fax: 250-334-4358 
Toll free:  1-800-331-6007 
www.comoxvalleyrd.ca 
 
INCLUDE OTHER REGIONAL DISTRICT LOGOS 

The Comox Valley Regional District respectfully acknowledges the land on which it operates is  
on the unceded traditional territory of the K’ómoks First Nation, the traditional keepers of this land. 

File: 0400-20 
April   , 2026 
 

Sent via email only:  EMCR.Minister@gov.bc.ca 
 

Honourable Kelly Greene 
Minister of Emergency Management and Climate Readiness 
 
Dear Minister: 
 
Re: Request for Continued and Enhanced Funding for Emergency Management 
 
We are writing to respectfully request the continuation of grant funding for our emergency 
management programs. Sustained investment in this area is critical to ensuring that our 
communities remain prepared and resilient.  
 
Given the fiscal climate and the messaging received from the Minister and staff last year, core 
funding from the Province for emergency management is not a realistic expectation. Further, grant 
funding programs have not been guaranteed in future years and therefore as regional districts we 
risk losing critical capacity and momentum. Given the increasing risk of wildfire and extreme 
weather events, this could compromise our readiness when it is needed the most. For most local 
governments, grant funding makes up most of our operational budgets for emergency services. 
 
Speaking alongside several regional districts, we can share numerous examples where provincial 
grant funding is helping to implement new legislative requirements and build and strengthen 
relationships with Indigenous communities. The outcome of that work is to improve our collective 
abilities to respond and adapt to climate change and emergencies. Below are several examples 
from regional districts to reinforce the value Provincial grant funding provides:  
 
Disaster Resilience and Innovation Funding program  

• The CVRD is partnering with K’ómoks First Nation on a climate resilience project at 
Pélxwikw/ Goose Spit to protect against storm surge, coastal flooding and sea-level rise 
threats. 
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Comox Valley Regional District 

Indigenous Engagement Requirements Funding program  
• The Comox Valley Emergency Management service provided capacity funding for an 

emergency liaison for K’ómoks First Nation which is critical for operational efficiency and 
meaningful partnerships.  

• The CVRD has also used Indigenous witnessing to implement cultural safety and protocols 
for emergency management and long-range planning projects and lay the groundwork for 
future agreements with Indigenous Governing Bodies.  

 
Disaster Risk Reduction Climate Adaptation 

• The CVRD has completed flood mapping for the regional district and flood mitigation 
planning for the K’ómoks Estuary, as well as the restoration and climate adaption of Dyke 
Road Park, in partnership with K’ómoks First Nation. 

 
We are asking that grant funding to support the range of emergency management activities 
continues in the Province of BC. As evidenced in the examples above, community adaptation and 
resilience is strengthened as result of grant funding. And further, trust and reciprocity between 
local governments and Indigenous communities is a direct outcome that we can all acknowledge. 
Over the coming months, and at the UBCM conference in September, many regional districts will 
share with you more success stories to make the case for continued grant funding. Thank you for 
taking the time to understand the local impacts that provincial funds make on community 
readiness. We are all in this together. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Will Cole-Hamilton 
Chair, Comox Valley Regional District 
 
 
INCLUDE OTHER REGIONAL DISTRICT CHAIR SIGNATURES 
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