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 9. Citizen's Forum   
 10. Executive Session    
 11. Adjournment   
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City Commission Meeting Minutes 
June 9, 2026 
 

City of Newton Meeting Minutes 
June 9, 2026 

 
The Newton City Commission convened in regular session at 7:00 p.m. on June 9, 2026 

at City Hall, 201 E 6th Street. Attending were Mayor Stinnett, Vice Mayor Watson, 
Commissioners Koehn, Miller and Valentine, City Manager Rivas, City Attorney Towle, 
Assistant City Manager of Economic Development Likiardopoulos, Public Works Director 
Bonham, Communications Director McDaniel, Aviation Director Palmer, Police Chief Dunlavy, 
Fire/EMS Chief Roberson, and Administrative Assistant Wallace. City Clerk Duerksen was 
absent.  
 
REGULAR AGENDA 
 
1. Consider the minutes of the May 26, 2026 meeting. 
 

MOTION: Commissioner Miller moved and Vice Mayor Watson seconded to 
approve the minutes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
2. Receive the recommendation from Main Street for a common consumption area. 
 
 Jen Lehman, CVB/Main Street Coordinator, presented the information for a common 
consumption area in the downtown district. She spoke about other communities in the area that 
have a common consumption area in place and the successes they have had. Commissioners 
expressed some concerns about establishing such an area, while other Commissioners shared 
some good experiences they have had with common consumption areas. 
 
3. Consider a request for the façade improvement program funding. 
 
 The Main Street Board is requesting approval of $36,000 in funding for the façade 
improvement program. This program has sparked a lot of improvements in the downtown district 
and has helped small businesses in the old buildings of the downtown district. The money would 
be allocated from community development monies marketed for redevelopment. This funding 
would allow for the approval of 12 applications.  
 

MOTION: Commissioner Koehn moved and Vice Mayor Watson seconded to 
approve $36,000 in funding for the façade improvement program. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
4. Consider a temporary alcohol permit for the Wine Walk on June 18, 2026. 
 

MOTION: Commissioner Miller moved and Vice Mayor Watson seconded to 
approve the temporary alcohol permit for the Wine Walk on June 18, 2026. 
Motion carried 4-1 with Mayor Stinnett, Vice Mayor Watson, Commissioners 
Miller and Koehn voting yea and Commissioner Valentine voting nay. 

 
5. Consider the Chamber of Commerce funding agreement. 
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 Since 2015, the Commission has provided funding support to the Newton Area Chamber 
of Commerce. In 2021, that support was allocated through a formal agreement for specific 
services, including support and promotion of the downtown business district. The proposed 
agreement expands the Chambers promotion responsibilities to the whole community rather than 
only downtown and enhances annual reporting requirements. The $35,000 funding includes a 
new $5,000 allocation for first-year membership dues for qualifying new Chamber members.   
 

MOTION: Commissioner Koehn moved and Vice Mayor Watson seconded to 
approve the agreement with the Chamber of Commerce. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
6. Planning Commission 
 

A. Receive the recommendation of the Planning Commission regarding a 
Special Use Permit (SUP) for property located at 320 S. Pine.  

 
 At their June 1st meeting, the Planning Commission received an application for a Special 
Use Permit (SUP) for property located at 320 S. Pine. The request was to construct a 24x28, two-
story garage with a second level living quarters. The Planning Commission unanimously 
approved the application.  
 

B. Consider approval of a Special Use Permit (SUP) for 320 S. Pine. 
 
A Resolution granting a Special Use Permit to construct an accessory dwelling unit on 

the premises located at 320 South Pine Street in the City of Newton, Kansas was considered.  
 
MOTION: Vice Mayor Watson moved and Commissioner Valentine seconded to 
accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission and to approve 
Resolution G-1381 for a Special Use Permit at 320 S. Pine. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
7. Executive Session – Attorney-client privilege. 
 

MOTION: Commissioner Valentine moved and Commissioner Koehn seconded 
to go into executive session to discuss matters under attorney-client privilege, to 
return to regular session at 7:50 p.m. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
The City Commission went into executive session at 7:30 p.m. and returned to regular 

session at 7:50 p.m. 
 

MOTION: Commissioner Miller moved and Commissioner Koehn seconded to 
extend the executive session, to return to regular session at 8:00 p.m. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
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The City Commission went back into executive session at 7:50 p.m. and returned to 
regular session at 8:00 p.m. The Mayor announced no action was taken or binding decisions 
made in the executive session. 
 
8. Mayor’s Appointments – Newton Housing Authority. 
 
 The City Commission started the process of removing and replacing the board members 
of the Newton Housing Authority. The five-member board has three seats open for appointments 
and two sitting members. Commissioners said the board has failed to resolve the concerns raised 
by the City Commission at the joint meeting in March of 2025. These concerns surrounded  
communication and transparency, the treatment of residents, procedures to address resident 
complaints, and strategies for evaluating resident satisfaction. In February, the Housing 
Authority received a designation of substandard management from the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and was required to submit a plan to address the 
deficiencies within 30 days. The City requested a copy of that plan from NHA but has not 
received it. 
 

MOTION: Commissioner Valentine moved and Vice Mayor Watson seconded to 
start the removal process of the two current members of the Newton Housing 
Authority. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
MOTION: Mayor Stinnett moved and Vice Mayor Watson seconded to appoint 
Cindy Simons to fill the unexpired term of Joe Carbajal, term ending 4-30-2027; 
Greg Yutzy to fill the expired term of Jason Shipley and Kay Self to fill the 
expired term of Scott Kiehl, terms ending 4-30-2030. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
9. Citizen’s Forum. 
 

There was no one to speak. 
 
10. Executive Session – Data concerning Industrial Prospect 
 

MOTION: Vice Mayor Watson moved and Commissioner Valentine seconded to 
go into executive session to discuss data relating to the financial affairs or trade 
secrets of corporation, partnerships, trusts and individual proprietorships, to return 
to regular session at 8:30 p.m. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The City Commission went into executive session at 8:10 p.m. and reconvened to regular 

session at 8:30 p.m. The Mayor announced no action was taken and no binding decisions were 
made in the executive session.  
 
11. Executive Session – Attorney-client privilege 
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MOTION: Commissioner Miller moved and Commissioner Koehn seconded to 
go into executive session to discuss matters under the attorney-client privilege, to 
return to regular session at 8:40 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.  

 
The City Commission went into executive session at 8:30 p.m. and returned to regular 

session at 8:40 p.m. 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Koehn moved and Vice Mayor Watson seconded to 
extend the executive session and to return to regular session 8:50 p.m. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
The City Commission returned to the executive session at 8:40 p.m. and returned to 

regular session at 8:50 p.m. The Mayor announced no action was taken and no binding decisions 
were made in the executive session.  
 
12. Adjournment. 
 

There being no further business, the Mayor adjourned the meeting at 8:51 p.m. 
 
 
 
             
        Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
           
City Clerk  
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Budget Work Session Minutes 

June 18, 2026 

BUDGET WORK SESSION MINUTES 

June 18, 2026 
 

 The Newton City Commission convened for the Budget Work Session on June 18, 2026 

at 8:00 a.m. at 201 East 6th Street in the Commission Chambers. Attending were Mayor Stinnett, 

Vice Mayor Watson, Commissioners Koehn, Miller and Valentine and City staff.   

  

Mayor Stinnett called the budget work session to order at 8:00 a.m. Following discussion 

on the 2027 budget, the Commission held an executive session.  

 

MOTION: Commissioner Valentine moved and Commissioner Koehn seconded 

to go into executive session to discuss matters under attorney-client privilege, to 

return to open session at 11:25 a.m. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

The Commission went into executive session at 10:54 a.m. and returned to open session 

at 11:25 a.m. The Mayor announced no action was taken and no binding decisions were made 

during the executive session. The Mayor then declared the budget work session adjourned at 

11:25 a.m.  

 

 

              

ATTEST:       Mayor 

 
      

City Clerk 
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TO: City Commission 

FROM: Chris Towle 

DATE: June 23, 2026 

SUBJECT: 
Conduct a hearing to consider the removal of Newton Housing Authority 
(NHA) Commissioners.  

 
PURPOSE: 
  
This item concerns the membership of the Board of the Newton Housing Authority (NHA).  As 
you recall, at our previous meeting, the City Commission appointed three members to serve as 
Commissioners of the NHA, filling three vacant positions.  The City also approved a letter 
providing notice under the Municipal Housing Law to consider the removal of the two other 
NHA Commissioners. Under the Municipal Housing Law, the City can remove members for 
inefficiency, neglect of duty, or misconduct in office. Here, there are no allegations of 
misconduct, but the basis for inefficiency and neglect of duty are outlined in the previously 
mentioned notice letter. Each commissioner suggested for removal is afforded a hearing in their 
defense and is provided with notice and the opportunity to be heard. The hearing will include an 
overview of the claims asserted against two commissioners, allow them their defense, and 
consider the same before determining whether to remove the commissioners from their position 
with the NHA. Should one or more positions become vacant through removal or resignation, the 
City is free to appoint a replacement member or members.        
  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
  
Conduct hearing to consider removal of NHA Commissioners.  
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TO: City Commission 

FROM: Zach McHatton 

DATE: June 23, 2026 

SUBJECT: RHID 900 Meadowbrook Drive Memo 
 
PURPOSE: 
The agenda item before the City Commission requests consideration of a Resolution initiating 
the creation of a Reinvestment Housing Improvement District (RHID) for property located at 
900 Meadowbrook Drive at SW 24th Street and west of Anderson Road. Adoption of this 
Resolution represents the first formal step in the statutory process required to establish an RHID 
and is necessary to advance the proposed housing project.  
  
Pursuant to K.S.A. 12-5244, the RHID process begins with adoption of a Resolution by the 
Governing Body that makes specific findings and determinations regarding the need for the type 
of housing proposed within the City. The Resolution also includes the legal description of the 
property where the project would occur. Approval of this item does not create the district or 
authorize financing. It documents the City’s determination that the proposed project addresses 
identified housing needs and should proceed through the remaining steps of the RHID process.  
  
Following adoption, the Resolution, along with a complete copy of the City’s 2019 Housing 
Study and Needs Assessment, will be submitted to the Secretary of the Kansas Department of 
Commerce for review and approval, as required by statute. Upon receiving approval from the 
Department of Commerce, staff will return to the City Commission to request additional actions 
necessary to formally create the district. These actions include adoption of a subsequent 
resolution, conducting a public hearing on the proposed RHID, and adoption of an ordinance 
formally establishing the district.  
  
After adoption of the initiating Resolution, City staff will notify Harvey County and USD 373 of 
the proposed project. Both entities are required participants in the RHID process, and formal 
requests related to the creation of the district will be brought before each entity as part of the 
RHID process.          
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
None at this time. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends adoption of the Resolution initiating the Reinvestment Housing Improvement 
District process for the subject property. 
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RESOLUTION  NO. G-______

A RESOLUTION MAKING CERTAIN FINDINGS AND 
DETERMINATIONS AS TO THE NEED FOR HOUSING WITHIN 
THE CITY OF NEWTON, KANSAS, AND SETTING FORTH THE 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF REAL PROPERTY PROPOSED TO BE 
DESIGNATED AS A REINVESTMENT HOUSING INCENTIVE 
DISTRICT (RHID) WITHIN THE CITY GENERALLY LOCATED AT 
900 MEADOWBROOK DRIVE IN NEWTON.

WHEREAS, K.S.A. 12-5241 et seq. (the " Act") authorizes any city incorporated in 
accordance with the laws of the State of Kansas (the "State") to designate reinvestment housing 
incentive districts within such city; and 

WHEREAS, prior to such designation the Governing Body of such city shall conduct a 
housing needs analysis to determine what, if any, housing needs exist within its community; and

WHEREAS, after conducting such analysis, the Governing Body of such city may adopt 
a resolution making certain findings regarding the establishment of a rural housing incentive 
district and providing the legal description of property to be contained therein; and

WHEREAS, after publishing such resolution, the Governing Body of such city shall 
send a copy thereof to the Secretary of Commerce of the State (the "Secretary') requesting that 
the Secretary agree with the finding contained in such resolution; and

WHEREAS, if the Secretary agrees with such findings, such city may proceed with the 
establishment of a reinvestment housing incentive district within such city and adopt a plan for 
the development or redevelopment of housing and public facilities in the proposed district; and

WHEREAS, the City of Newton, Kansas (the " City"), has an estimated population of 
18,602 and is located in Harvey County, Kansas, which has an estimated population of 34,024 
and therefore constitutes a city as said term is defined in this act; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the City has performed a Housing Study and Needs 
Assessment dated May 31, 2019 and a 2023 Housing Assessment (the ''Needs Analyses") copies 
of which is on file in the office of the City Clerk; and

WHEREAS, based on the Needs Analyses, the Governing Body of the City proposes to 
commence proceedings necessary to create an RHID in accordance with the provisions of the 
Act.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the City of 
Newton Kansas, as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Governing Body has adopted and incorporated by reference the Needs 
Analyses as part of this Resolution, copies of which is on file in the office of the City Clerk; 
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based on a review of said Needs Analysis makes the following findings and determinations.

SECTION 2. The Governing Body hereby finds and determines that there is a shortage 
of quality housing of various price ranges in the City despite the best efforts of public and 
private housing developers.

SECTION 3. The Governing Body hereby finds and determines that the shortage of 
quality housing can be expected to persist and that additional financial incentives are necessary 
in order to encourage the private sector to construct or renovate housing in the City.

SECTION 4. The Governing Body hereby finds and determines that the shortage of 
quality housing is a substantial deterrent to future economic growth and development in the 
City.

SECTION 5. The Governing Body hereby finds and determines that the future 
economic additional providingBody Governing on the Citythe of wellbeing depends
incentives for the const ruction or renovation of quality housing in the City.

SECTION 6. Based on the findings and determinations contained in Sections 1 through 
5 of this Resolution, the Governing Body proposes to establish a Reinvestment Housing 
Incentive District (RHID) pursuant to the Act, within boundaries of the real estate legally 
described in Exhibit A-1 and depicted in the map in EXHIBIT A-2 attached hereto.

SECTION 7. This Resolution shall take effect after its adoption and publication once in 
the official City newspaper.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Governing Body of the City of Newton, Kansas, 
this 23th day of June, 2026.

______________________________
Rich Stinnett, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________
Denise R. Duerksen, City Clerk  
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Exhibit A-1

Legal Description:

All that part of the South Half (S/2) of Section Thirty (30), Township Twenty-three 
(23) South, Range One (1) East of the  6th P.M., Harvey County, Kansas, lying 
East of the right of way of the AT & SF Railway, EXCEPT that portion platted as  
Sand Creek Station Golf Course, an Addition to Newton, Harvey County, Kansas, 
AND EXCEPT that portion platted as Sand Creek Station, an Addition to Newton, 
Harvey County, Kansas, AND EXCEPT that portion platted as Sand Creek  
Station 5th Addition to the City of Newton, Harvey County, Kansas, AND 
EXCEPT beginning at the Northeast corner of  the SE1/4 of said Section 30; 
thence South 920.00 feet along the East line of the SE1/4; thence West 1097.01 
feet; thence North parallel with the East line of said SE1/4 921.34 feet to a point 
on the North line of said SE1/4; thence  Easterly along the North line of said 
SE1/4, 1097.02 feet to the point of beginning, AND EXCEPT Beginning at the 
most  southerly southwest corner of Meadowbrook as dedicated in Sand Creek 
Station, an Addition to Newton, Harvey County, Kansas, said most southerly 
southwest corner also being the southeast corner of Reserve "GC-1" as platted in  
Sand Creek Station Golf Course, an Addition to Newton, Harvey County, Kansas; 
thence S78°04'25"W along the south  line of said Reserve "GC-1", 254.37 feet to 
a deflection corner in said south line; thence S89°36'43"W along the south  line of 
said Reserve "GC-1", 262.22 feet to the southwest corner of said Reserve "GC-1", 
said southwest corner also  being a point on the east line of Reserve "GC-2" as 
platted in said Sand Creek Station Golf Course; thence S13°34'20"W  along the 
east line of said Reserve "GC-2", 220.59 feet; thence S57°40'37"E, 165.69 feet to 
a point on a non- tangent  curve to the right; thence northeasterly and easterly 
along said curve, through a central angle of 44°40'09" and having a  radius of 
130.00 feet, an arc distance of 101.35 feet, (having a chord length of 98.80 feet 
bearing N54°39'28"E), to the point of tangency of said curve; thence
N76°59'33"E, 352.53 feet to a point on a non-tangent curve to the right; thence  
northerly along said curve, through a central angle of 07°24'13" and having a 
radius of 330.00 feet, an arc distance of  42.64 feet, (having a chord length of 
42.61 feet bearing N04°05'23"W), to the point of tangency of said curve; thence  
N00°23'17"W, 145.57 feet to the point of curvature of a tangent curve to the right; 
thence northerly along said curve,  through a central angle of 10°29'30" and 
having a radius of 180.00 feet, an arc distance of 32.96 feet, (having a chord  
length of 32.91 feet bearing N04°51'28"E), to the point of beginning. 
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Exhibit A-2

RHID Map
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TO: City Commission 

FROM: Zach McHatton 

DATE: June 23, 2026 

SUBJECT: RHID Blaine St / SE 10th Street Memo 
 
PURPOSE: 
The agenda item before the City Commission requests consideration of a Resolution initiating 
the creation of a Reinvestment Housing Improvement District (RHID) for property located east 
of S. Blaine Street and northwest of the SE 10th Street. Adoption of this Resolution represents 
the first formal step in the statutory process required to establish an RHID and is necessary to 
advance the proposed housing project.  
  
Pursuant to K.S.A. 12-5244, the RHID process begins with adoption of a Resolution by the 
Governing Body that makes specific findings and determinations regarding the need for the type 
of housing proposed within the City. The Resolution also includes the legal description of the 
property where the project would occur. Approval of this item does not create the district or 
authorize financing. It documents the City’s determination that the proposed project addresses 
identified housing needs and should proceed through the remaining steps of the RHID process.  
  
Following adoption, the Resolution, along with a complete copy of the City’s 2019 Housing 
Study and Needs Assessment, will be submitted to the Secretary of the Kansas Department of 
Commerce for review and approval, as required by statute. Upon receiving approval from the 
Department of Commerce, staff will return to the City Commission to request additional actions 
necessary to formally create the district. These actions include adoption of a subsequent 
resolution, conducting a public hearing on the proposed RHID, and adoption of an ordinance 
formally establishing the district.  
  
After adoption of the initiating Resolution, City staff will notify Harvey County and USD 373 of 
the proposed project. Both entities are required participants in the RHID process, and formal 
requests related to the creation of the district will be brought before each entity as part of the 
RHID process.          
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
None at this time. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends adoption of the Resolution initiating the Reinvestment Housing Improvement 
District process for the subject property. 
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City of Newton, Kansas 1 of 3

RESOLUTION  NO. G-______

A RESOLUTION MAKING CERTAIN FINDINGS AND 
DETERMINATIONS AS TO THE NEED FOR HOUSING WITHIN 
THE CITY OF NEWTON, KANSAS, AND SETTING FORTH THE 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF REAL PROPERTY PROPOSED TO BE 
DESIGNATED AS A REINVESTMENT HOUSING INCENTIVE 
DISTRICT (RHID) WITHIN THE CITY GENERALLY LOCATED AT 
THE INTERSECTION OF SOUTHEAST 10TH STREET AND SOUTH 
BLAINE STREET IN NEWTON.

WHEREAS, K.S.A. 12-5241 et seq. (the " Act") authorizes any city incorporated in 
accordance with the laws of the State of Kansas (the "State") to designate reinvestment housing 
incentive districts within such city; and 

WHEREAS, prior to such designation the Governing Body of such city shall conduct a 
housing needs analysis to determine what, if any, housing needs exist within its community; and

WHEREAS, after conducting such analysis, the Governing Body of such city may adopt 
a resolution making certain findings regarding the establishment of a rural housing incentive 
district and providing the legal description of property to be contained therein; and

WHEREAS, after publishing such resolution, the Governing Body of such city shall 
send a copy thereof to the Secretary of Commerce of the State (the "Secretary') requesting that 
the Secretary agree with the finding contained in such resolution; and

WHEREAS, if the Secretary agrees with such findings, such city may proceed with the 
establishment of a reinvestment housing incentive district within such city and adopt a plan for 
the development or redevelopment of housing and public facilities in the proposed district; and

WHEREAS, the City of Newton, Kansas (the " City"), has an estimated population of 
18,602 and is located in Harvey County, Kansas, which has an estimated population of 34,024 
and therefore constitutes a city as said term is defined in this act; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the City has performed a Housing Study and Needs 
Assessment dated May 31, 2019 and a 2023 Housing Assessment (the ''Needs Analyses") copies 
of which is on file in the office of the City Clerk; and

WHEREAS, based on the Needs Analyses, the Governing Body of the City proposes to 
commence proceedings necessary to create an RHID in accordance with the provisions of the 
Act.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the City of 
Newton Kansas, as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Governing Body has adopted and incorporated by reference the Needs 
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Analyses as part of this Resolution, copies of which is on file in the office of the City Clerk; 
based on a review of said Needs Analysis makes the following findings and determinations.

SECTION 2. The Governing Body hereby finds and determines that there is a shortage 
of quality housing of various price ranges in the City despite the best efforts of public and 
private housing developers.

SECTION 3. The Governing Body hereby finds and determines that the shortage of 
quality housing can be expected to persist and that additional financial incentives are necessary 
in order to encourage the private sector to construct or renovate housing in the City.

SECTION 4. The Governing Body hereby finds and determines that the shortage of 
quality housing is a substantial deterrent to future economic growth and development in the 
City.

SECTION 5. The Governing Body hereby finds and determines that the future 
economic on additional providingBody Governing the dependsCitythe of wellbeing 
incentives for the const ruction or renovation of quality housing in the City.

SECTION 6. Based on the findings and determinations contained in Sections 1 through 
5 of this Resolution, the Governing Body proposes to establish a Reinvestment Housing 
Incentive District (RHID) pursuant to the Act, within boundaries of the real estate legally 
described and depicted in EXHIBIT A attached hereto.

SECTION 7. This Resolution shall take effect after its adoption and publication once in 
the official City newspaper.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Governing Body of the City of Newton, Kansas, 
this 23th day of June, 2026.

______________________________
Rich Stinnett, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________
Denise R. Duerksen, City Clerk  
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EXHIBIT A

Legal Description: Lot 16, Block 10, Fox Ridge Addition, City of Newton, Harvey County, 
Kansas.
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TO: City Commission 

FROM: Zach McHatton 

DATE: June 23, 2026 

SUBJECT: RHID South Kansas Ave / SE 11th Street Memo 
 
PURPOSE: 
The agenda item before the City Commission requests consideration of a Resolution initiating 
the creation of a Reinvestment Housing Improvement District (RHID) for property located east 
of South Kansas Ave and north of the SE 11th Street. Adoption of this Resolution represents the 
first formal step in the statutory process required to establish an RHID and is necessary to 
advance the proposed housing project.  
  
Pursuant to K.S.A. 12-5244, the RHID process begins with adoption of a Resolution by the 
Governing Body that makes specific findings and determinations regarding the need for the type 
of housing proposed within the City. The Resolution also includes the legal description of the 
property where the project would occur. Approval of this item does not create the district or 
authorize financing. It documents the City’s determination that the proposed project addresses 
identified housing needs and should proceed through the remaining steps of the RHID process.  
  
Following adoption, the Resolution, along with a complete copy of the City’s 2019 Housing 
Study and Needs Assessment, will be submitted to the Secretary of the Kansas Department of 
Commerce for review and approval, as required by statute. Upon receiving approval from the 
Department of Commerce, staff will return to the City Commission to request additional actions 
necessary to formally create the district. These actions include adoption of a subsequent 
resolution, conducting a public hearing on the proposed RHID, and adoption of an ordinance 
formally establishing the district.  
  
After adoption of the initiating Resolution, City staff will notify Harvey County and USD 373 of 
the proposed project. Both entities are required participants in the RHID process, and formal 
requests related to the creation of the district will be brought before each entity as part of the 
RHID process.          
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
None at this time. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends adoption of the Resolution initiating the Reinvestment Housing Improvement 
District process for the subject property. 
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RESOLUTION  NO. G-______

A RESOLUTION MAKING CERTAIN FINDINGS AND 
DETERMINATIONS AS TO THE NEED FOR HOUSING WITHIN 
THE CITY OF NEWTON, KANSAS, AND SETTING FORTH THE 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF REAL PROPERTY PROPOSED TO BE 
DESIGNATED A INCENTIVE HOUSING REINVESTMENT AS 
DISTRICT (RHID) WITHIN THE CITY GENERALLY LOCATED 
NORTHEAST OF KANSASOF THE INTERSECTION SOUTH 
AVENUE AND SOUTHEAST 11TH STREET.

WHEREAS, K.S.A. 12-5241 et seq. (the " Act") authorizes any city incorporated in 
accordance with the laws of the State of Kansas (the "State") to designate reinvestment housing 
incentive districts within such city; and 

WHEREAS, prior to such designation the Governing Body of such city shall conduct a 
housing needs analysis to determine what, if any, housing needs exist within its community; and

WHEREAS, after conducting such analysis, the Governing Body of such city may adopt 
a resolution making certain findings regarding the establishment of a rural housing incentive 
district and providing the legal description of property to be contained therein; and

WHEREAS, after publishing such resolution, the Governing Body of such city shall 
send a copy thereof to the Secretary of Commerce of the State (the "Secretary') requesting that 
the Secretary agree with the finding contained in such resolution; and

WHEREAS, if the Secretary agrees with such findings, such city may proceed with the 
establishment of a reinvestment housing incentive district within such city and adopt a plan for 
the development or redevelopment of housing and public facilities in the proposed district; and

WHEREAS, the City of Newton, Kansas (the " City"), has an estimated population of 
18,602 and is located in Harvey County, Kansas, which has an estimated population of 34,024 
and therefore constitutes a city as said term is defined in this act; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the City has performed a Housing Study and Needs 
Assessment dated May 31, 2019 and a 2023 Housing Assessment (the ''Needs Analyses") copies 
of which is on file in the office of the City Clerk; and

WHEREAS, based on the Needs Analyses, the Governing Body of the City proposes to 
commence proceedings necessary to create an RHID in accordance with the provisions of the 
Act.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the City of 
Newton Kansas, as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Governing Body has adopted and incorporated by reference the Needs 
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Analyses as part of this Resolution, copies of which is on file in the office of the City Clerk; 
based on a review of said Needs Analysis makes the following findings and determinations.

SECTION 2. The Governing Body hereby finds and determines that there is a shortage 
of quality housing of various price ranges in the City despite the best efforts of public and 
private housing developers.

SECTION 3. The Governing Body hereby finds and determines that the shortage of 
quality housing can be expected to persist and that additional financial incentives are necessary 
in order to encourage the private sector to construct or renovate housing in the City.

SECTION 4. The Governing Body hereby finds and determines that the shortage of 
quality housing is a substantial deterrent to future economic growth and development in the 
City.

SECTION 5. The Governing Body hereby finds and determines that the future 
economic on additional providingBody Governing the dependsCitythe of wellbeing 
incentives for the const ruction or renovation of quality housing in the City.

SECTION 6. Based on the findings and determinations contained in Sections 1 through 
5 of this Resolution, the Governing Body proposes to establish a Reinvestment Housing 
Incentive District (RHID) pursuant to the Act, within boundaries of the real estate legally 
described and depicted in EXHIBIT A attached hereto.

SECTION 7. This Resolution shall take effect after its adoption and publication once in 
the official City newspaper.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Governing Body of the City of Newton, Kansas, 
this 23th day of June, 2026.

______________________________
Rich Stinnett, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________
Denise R. Duerksen, City Clerk  
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EXHIBIT A

Legal Description: The eastern half of Reserve A, southern half of Reserve C; Reserve D; Lots 1 
– 24, Block 1; Lots 1 – 32, Block 2; Lots 1 – 14, Block 3, Fox Ridge Addition, City of Newton, C 
Harvey County, Kansas.
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May 26, 2026  

Public Works Director  

The Harvey County KS Fair Association requests the following services and/or equipment for 

the Harvey County Free Fair, which will run July 30th – August 9th.  

1. Police Escort - Parade  

• The parade will begin at 5:30 PM on Saturday, August 8th. It will start at W First St 

heading east and go north on Grandview to the Athletic Park and around the park.  

2. Welcome Flags along Main St  

• We ask that the Welcome and American flags be up between July 30th-August 9, 2026. 

As discussed, the Welcome, American, and Newton flags can be alternated.  

3. Emergency Vehicles - Demo Derby  

• We ask that the fire equipment and an ambulance standby during the Demolition Derby 

on Sunday, August 9th, 2026, starting at 6:30 PM. We would like to have our Demolition 

Derby Committee Chair meet with the fire department representative to make plans for 

locations etc.  

• Garret McKinney will serve as a liaison between the fire department and the fair for this 

event if possible. 

4. Barricades  

• We would like pedestrian crossing signs on First St between the livestock building and 

the rodeo arena along with 4 officers to direct traffic.  

• Would also like barricades to block off entrance to the parking lot north of the football 

field to have kiddie pedal pull on Saturday Morning, August 1, 2026.  

5. Snow Fence  

• We ask that a snow fence be put along First St on the south side where the carnival sits 

clear to the west Demolition Derby drive with appropriate breaks by Wednesday, July 29, 

2026. Also, along Grandview from the corner of First St and Grandview to the drive that 

goes west. This would need to stay in place until August 10. 

6. Picnic Tables / Trash Cans  

• Please move 15 tables onto the green area east of the 4-H building by Thursday, July 

30, 2026.  

• Please move some trash cans in the park for Market in the Park on Saturday, August 8,  

2026.  

• Market in the Park will be located near the gazebo and statue in the park. 

7. Fire Hydrant at First St and Grandview  

• Please put a meter and hose on the hydrant at First St and Grandview so we can get 

water for the Demolition Derby (Fair association will come in to pay for the meter rental 

prior to the fair).  

We appreciate the cooperation between the City of Newton and the Harvey County KS Fair  

Association and look forward to another Harvey County Free Fair this summer.  

If you have any questions, please contact us.  

Gail Lanier, President  

(316) 772-6129  
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Heather Koehn, Vice President 

(316) 215-1411  

Lori Hurst, Secretary  

(620) 755-6430 
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2026 Harvey Co. FAIR 4-H / Open SCHEDULE 
Exhibits Close 10 pm July 31, Aug.1-3 

Date Time Event 
Wed., July 29   
 6 pm Set up of 4-H, Commercial Buildings and Livestock Barn 
Thurs., July 30   
 4-6 pm 4-H Food Judging 

4-H Sewing and Textiles 
4-H & Open Rocketry, 4-H Robotics, & 4-H Building Block Judging 

 5:30 – 6:30 pm 4-H & Open Woodworking Check In 
 6 – 7 pm Sheep & Meat Goat –Check in 
 6 – 9 pm Rabbit & Poultry Check In 
 6:30 – 8:30 pm Swine – Check in & weigh in – All Swine must be on the grounds. 
 6:30 pm 4-H & Open Woodworking Judging 
 6:45 pm Small Engines & Electricity Judging 
 7 – 9 pm Early Check in for Open Class (except Dept. F – Crops, Garden & 

Floriculture AND Div. 100 Open Class Foods) 
Fri., July 31   
 8 – 10 am Exhibit Check In (Check Dept. for specific check in times.) 
 8 – 10 am Exhibit Check In – Family & Consumer Sciences Division 
 8 – 10 am Open & 4-H Floriculture, Horticulture + Crop check in 
 8 – 10 am Sheep and Goat Weigh In 
 8 – 11 am 4-H & Open Poultry Check in 
 8:30 – 10 am 4-H Photography Judging 
 10 a.m. 4-H Breeding Beef Check In 

Open and 4-H Geology, followed by Entomology Judging 
 10:30 am 4-H Project Displays, Posters & Notebooks Judging 

Open Family & Consumer Sciences Division Judging 
 11 am 4-H Market Beef Weigh In 
 11 am 4-H & Open Judging begins for the following:  Crops, Garden, 

Floriculture &Forestry 
Veggie Garden Judging 

 Noon 4-H Booths and Banner Judging 
4-H Arts & Crafts & Fiber Arts Judging 

 12:30 pm 4-H FFA Poultry Show 
 2 pm 4-H Rabbit Show 
 4 – 8 pm 4-H Foods Silent Auction 
 5:30 pm 4-H Swine Judging 
 8 pm Newton Saddle Club Rodeo 
 
Sat., Aug 1   
 8 am Livestock Judging Registration 
 8:30 am Livestock Judging Competition 
 9 – 11 am Ag Fest 
 9:15 am Pedal Pull Registration, Athletic Park 
 10 am Pedal Pull Contest 
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 10:30 am Registration for Turtle Races, Athletic Park 
 11 am Turtle Races 

Mud Volleyball registration 
 Noon Mud Volleyball Tournament starts 
 1 pm Bucket Calf Interviews 
 2:30 pm Bucket Calf Show 
 4 pm Dog Costume Contest / Bucket Calf Costume Contest 
 4:30 pm Fashion Revue – 4-H Building 
 5 pm 4-H & Open Sheep Judging, Showmanship 

   Sheepless Sheep Showmanship 
4-H & Open Breeding Meat Goat followed by 4-H Market & 
Showmanship 

 8 pm Saddle Club Rodeo 
Sun., Aug 2   
 8 am Farm Bureau/MKC Breakfast 
 8:30 am 4-H & Open Dairy Cattle and Dairy Goat Show 

 9 am 4-H & Open Beef Show 
 1 pm Youth Horticulture Judging 
 4 pm Round Robin Practice 
 4 pm Poultry & Rabbit Clean Up 
 5 pm Non-Sale Livestock released  
Mon., Aug 3   
 12:45 pm Registration for Barnyard Olympics 
 1 pm Barnyard Olympics 
 4 – 6 pm All other exhibits released 
 4:30 pm Round Robin Showmanship Contest 
 6 pm Watermelon Feed 
 6:30 pm Announcement of Judging Contests & Round Robin Winners 
 7 pm 4-H Livestock & Champion 4-H Food Auction 
Tues., Aug. 4   
 5 pm Clean up 4-H Building & Livestock Barn 
Aug 6-9 6 – 10 pm Carnival 
Thurs., Aug. 6 5 pm Food Trucks 
 7:30 pm Concert –(bring lawn chair) 
Fri., Aug. 7 5 pm Food Trucks 
 7:30 pm Concert – (bring lawn chair) 
Sat., Aug 8 9 am – 4 pm Harvey County Market in the Park 
 5:30 pm Parade – on West First Street 
 8 pm Newton Saddle Club Bulls and Barrels 
Sun., Aug 9   
 6:30 pm Demo Derby 

 6- 9 pm Carnival 
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