
SUFFOLK CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

OF JUNE 17, 2026

WORK SESSION 

Begins at 4:00 P.M.

REGULAR SESSION 

Begins at 6:00 P.M. 



SUFFOLK CITY COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION 

June 17, 2026 
4:00 p.m. 

City Council Chamber 

1. Recycling Operational Update

2. Fiscal impact of removing the moratorium on tax exemptions for nonprofit
organizations

3. *Appointments

* Proposed Items for Closed Session



AGENDA: June 17, 2026, Work Session 

ITEM: Recycling Operational Update 

Public Works Director, Gregg Benton, along with Communications Director, Jennifer Moore, will 
jointly provide an overview of the planning and preparation taking place for the City to collect all 
Refuse containers beginning July 1, 2026.   



 
AGENDA: June 17, 2026, Work Session 
 
ITEM:   Fiscal impact of removing the moratorium on tax exemptions for nonprofit 

organizations 
 
City of Suffolk’s Director of Finance, Stephanie Wells, and the City Real Estate Assessor, Holt 
Butt, will provide an overview on the fiscal impact of removing the moratorium on tax 
exemptions for nonprofit organizations 
 

  



SUFFOLK CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
June 17, 2026 

6:00 p.m. 
City Council Chamber 

1. Call to Order

2. Nonsectarian Invocation

3. Approval of the Minutes

4. Special Presentation - A proclamation in recognition of “National Elder Adult 
Abuse Awareness and Prevention Month”

5. Removal of Items from the Consent Agenda and Adoption of the Agenda

6. Agenda Speakers

7. Consent Agenda - An ordinance to accept and appropriate funds from the 
Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Aviation for the 3-Phase Power project 
at the Suffolk Executive Airport

8. Public Hearing - An ordinance authorizing the City Manager to enter into a 
Lease for Hangar Number 9 and 1.75 acres at the Suffolk Executive Airport with 
Skydive Suffolk Training Center LLC for a term of Five Years or Less

9. Public Hearing - An ordinance authorizing the City Manager to enter into a 
Lease for approximately 93 acres of City property located on Kings Highway in 
the Chuckatuck Borough of Suffolk for farming purposes for a term of Five Years 
or Less

10. Public Hearing - An ordinance to rezone the official zoning map of the City of 
Suffolk to change the zoning from M-1, Light Industrial Zoning District, to O-I 
Office Institutional (Conditional) Zoning District for property located at 1000 Film 
Way, Zoning Map 26F, Parcel (1A*1A*A), Account Number 254001041, 
RZN2025-010

11. Public Hearing - An ordinance to grant a Conditional Use Permit to establish a 
place of worship (large, at least 6,000 square feet in the main sanctuary) on 
property located at 1000 Film Way, Zoning Map 26F, Parcel (1A)*1A*A, Account 
Number 254001041; CUP2025-021

12. Public Hearing - An ordinance to amend Section 31-406(c) and Appendix “A” of 
the Unified Development Ordinance of the City of Suffolk, Virginia; OTA2026-004

13. Public Hearing - An ordinance to amend Section 31-416(c), Section 
31-701(b)(13), and Appendix “A” of the Unified Development Ordinance of the 
City of Suffolk, Virginia; OTA2026-005
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14. Ordinance - An ordinance to amend Section 90-521 of the Code of the City of 
Suffolk concerning Billing and Payment, Interest, Liens for Stormwater (this item 
was continued from the June 3, 2026, City Council meeting) 

 
15. Ordinance - An ordinance to amend Sections 70-58, 70-124, and 70-173 of the 

Code of the City of Suffolk concerning Civil Penalty Schedule, Placement of City-
issued Automated Containers and Recycling Containers for Collection, and 
Billing and Payment, Interest, Liens for Solid Waste (this item was continued 
from the June 3, 2026, City Council meeting) 

 
16. Resolutions 
 
17. Staff Reports 
 
18. Motion - A motion to have the City of Suffolk’s Planning Commission draft an 

amendment to the Unified Development Ordinance to Prohibit Data Centers as a 
Use in all zoning districts 

 
19. Non-Agenda Speakers  
 
20. New Business 
 
21. Announcements and Comments 
 
22.  Adjournment 
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Work Session of the Suffolk City Council was held in the City Council Chamber, 442 West Washington 
Street, on Wednesday, March 4, 2026, 4:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT 
Council Members - 
Michael D. Duman, Mayor, presiding 
Lue R. Ward, Jr., Vice Mayor  
Leroy Bennett 
Shelley Butler Barlow 
Timothy J. Johnson 
LeOtis L. Williams 
Ebony N. Wright 
 
Erika S. Dawley, City Clerk 
William E. Hutchings, Jr., City Attorney 
Kevin M. Hughes, Interim City Manager 
 
ABSENT 
John T. Rector (excused) 
  
HAMPTON ROADS PLANNING DISTRICT COMMISSION’S ECONOMIC FORECAST 
 
Utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, Hampton Roads Planning District Commission Regional 
Economist Nikki Johnson gave a report about the above referenced item. 
 
OVERVIEW OF UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE UPDATES 
 
Utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, Planning and Community Development Director Kevin Wyne gave 
a report about the above referenced item. 
 
Referring to the presentation, Mayor Duman asked about the size of the lot for land that is zoned RE, 
Rural Estate. Planning and Community Development Director Wyne replied the size is three acres. 
 
Referring to the presentation, Mayor Duman inquired about allowing battery storage at manufacturing 
sites and its potential impact on the resources of the Suffolk Fire and Rescue Department. Planning and 
Community Development Director Wyne advised that the Suffolk Fire and Rescue Department have 
reviewed the updates and are in agreement with the proposed changes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



City Council Work Session   March 4, 2026 
 

 2 
 

 

CLOSED MEETING 
 
City Clerk Dawley presented the Closed Meeting motion for City Council’s consideration:  
 

1. Pursuant to Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711(A)(1), the discussion, consideration, or interviews of 
prospective candidates for appointment and the assignment, appointment, and performance of 
specific public officers or appointees of the City, specifically the appointments as shown on the 
attached list for vacancies or term expirations for the Early Childhood Development 
Commission, Human Services Advisory Board, Local Board of Building Code Appeals, Parks 
and Recreation Advisory Commission, The Planning Council, Senior Services of Southeastern 
Virginia Board of Directors, and the Tidewater Youth Services Commission; and   
 

2. Pursuant to Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711(A)(8) and (29), consultation with legal counsel 
employed or retained by a public body regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of 
legal advice by such counsel and the discussion of the award of a public contract involving the 
expenditure of public funds, including interviews of bidders or offerors, and discussion of the 
terms or scope of such contract, where discussion in an open session would adversely affect the 
bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body, specifically the agreement 
between the City and the Constitutional Officers of the City.   

 
Council Member Bennett, on a motion seconded by Council Member Williams, moved that City Council 
convene in a closed meeting for the above-mentioned purposes, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Mayor Duman, Vice Mayor Ward, and Council Members Bennett,  

Butler Barlow, Johnson, Williams and Wright   7 
NAYS: None (Council Member Rector was excused.)    0 
 
City Council convened in Closed Meeting at 4:37 p.m. The Closed Meeting concluded at 5:36 p.m.  
 

 
 
Teste:  ____________________________________________ 
  Erika S. Dawley, MMC, City Clerk  
 
 
Approved:  _________________________________________ 

        Michael D. Duman, Mayor 
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Regular Meeting of the Suffolk City Council was held in the City Council Chamber, 442 West 
Washington Street, on Wednesday, March 4, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT 
Council Members - 
Michael D. Duman, Mayor, presiding 
Lue R. Ward, Jr., Vice Mayor  
Leroy Bennett 
Shelley Butler Barlow  
Timothy J. Johnson 
LeOtis L. Williams 
Eboni N. Wright  
 
Erika S. Dawley, City Clerk 
William E. Hutchings, Jr., City Attorney 
Kevin M. Hughes, Interim City Manager 
 
ABSENT 
John T. Rector (excused) 
 
CALL TO ORDER/INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
 
Mayor Duman called the meeting to order and announced Council Member Rector was excused. 
Council Member Butler Barlow offered the Invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   
 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT CERTIFICATION 
 
City Clerk Dawley presented a resolution certifying the Closed Meeting of March 4, 2026, pursuant to 
Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended. 
 
Council Member Williams, on a motion seconded by Council Member Bennett, moved to approve the 
resolution, as presented, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Mayor Duman, Vice Mayor Ward, and Council Members Bennett,  7 

Butler Barlow, Johnson, Williams and Wright  
NAYS: None (Council Member Rector was excused.)    0 
 
A RESOLUTION OF CERTIFICATION OF THE CLOSED MEETING OF MARCH 4, 2026, 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 2.2-3712 OF THE CODE OF VIRGINIA (1950), AS AMENDED 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 
Council Member Williams, on a motion seconded by Council Member Butler Barlow, moved to approve 
the minutes from the November 19, 2025, Work Session, as presented, by the following roll call vote:  
 
AYES:  Mayor Duman, Vice Mayor Ward, and Council Members Bennett,  7 

Butler Barlow, Johnson, Williams and Wright  
NAYS: None (Council Member Rector was excused.)    0 
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SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
Special Presentation - Great Suffolk Cleanup 2026 
 
Utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, Litter Control Coordinator Daniel McDonald gave a report on the 
above referenced topic. 
 
Special Presentation - State of Agriculture 2026 Update and a proclamation in recognition of “National 
Agriculture Month 
 
Mayor Duman presented the proclamation to Suffolk Agricultural Committee Vice Chair Brian Harris 
and Agricultural Specialist Julia Hillegass. Agricultural Specialist Hillegass provided a PowerPoint 
report on the above referenced item, and Vice Chair Harris read an editorial published in the March 4, 
2026, edition of the Suffolk News Herald. 
 
REMOVAL OF ITEMS FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA AND ADOPTION OF THE 
AGENDA 
 
Council Member Johnson, on a motion seconded by Council Member Butler Barlow, moved to adopt 
the agenda as presented, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Mayor Duman, Vice Mayor Ward, and Council Members Bennett,  7 

Butler Barlow, Johnson, Williams and Wright  
NAYS: None (Council Member Rector was excused.)    0 
 
AGENDA SPEAKERS  
 
There were no speakers under this portion of the agenda. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
City Clerk Dawley presented the following Consent Agenda items: 
 
Consent Agenda Item #7 - An ordinance to accept and appropriate additional funds from the 
Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Aviation for the Master Plan Update project at the Suffolk 
Executive Airport 
 
Consent Agenda Item #8 - An ordinance to accept and appropriate funds from the Commonwealth of 
Virginia Department of Aviation for the Suffolk Executive Airport 
 
Consent Agenda Item #9 - An ordinance to accept and appropriate funds from the Virginia Office of 
Emergency Medical Services Rescue Squad Assistance Fund for the Suffolk Department of Fire and 
Rescue 
 
Consent Agenda Item #10 - An ordinance to accept and appropriate funds from the Suffolk Foundation 
for the initial design phase of the Longacre Park project 
 
Consent Agenda Item #11 - An ordinance to accept and appropriate program income resulting from the 
repayment of certain loans associated with the City of Suffolk HOME Rehabilitation Program 
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Consent Agenda Item #12 - An ordinance to amend Section 2-463 of the Code of the City of Suffolk, 
Virginia to add additional members to the Education Standing Committee 
 
Consent Agenda Item #13 - An ordinance authorizing the City Manager to execute a Regional 
Partnership Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Suffolk, Isle of Wight County, and 
Southampton County for the Western Tidewater Recovery Court Program and Behavioral Health Docket 
 
Referring to Consent Agenda Items #7 through #13, Interim City Manager Hughes submitted a review 
of the background information as printed in the official agenda.   
 
Council Member Butler Barlow, on a motion seconded by Council Member Johnson, moved to approve 
the Consent Agenda, as presented, by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES:  Mayor Duman, Vice Mayor Ward, and Council Members Bennett,  7 

Butler Barlow, Fawcett, Johnson, and Williams   
NAYS: None (Council Member Rector was excused.)    0 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
There were no items under this portion of the agenda. 
 
ORDINANCES  
 
There were no items under this portion of the agenda. 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
There were no items under this portion of the agenda. 
 
STAFF REPORT – Suffolk Police Department 2025 Year in Review 
 
Utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, Suffolk Police Chief James Buie provided a report about the above 
referenced topic. 
 
MOTIONS  
 
There were no items under this portion of the agenda. 
 
NON-AGENDA SPEAKERS 
 
Roy Johnson, 1877 White Marsh Road, representing self, was not presented when called. 
 
William Webb, 810 Dumville Avenue, representing self, opined about affordable housing. 
 
Dr. Andi Parodi, 2655 River Watch Drive, representing self, opined about data informing development. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
City Clerk Dawley presented the following item for consideration: a motion to nominate and appoint 
Doretta Gilliam to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee. 
 
Council Member Williams, on a motion seconded by Council Member Bennett, moved to nominate and 
appoint the aforementioned individual to the respective committee, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Mayor Duman, Vice Mayor Ward, and Council Members Bennett,  7 

Butler Barlow, Johnson, Williams and Wright  
NAYS: None (Council Member Rector was excused.)    0 
 
Council Member Williams, on a motion seconded by Vice Mayor Ward, moved to approve a resolution 
appointing Kevin M. Hughes as City Manager of the City of Suffolk, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Mayor Duman, Vice Mayor Ward, and Council Members Bennett,  7 

Butler Barlow, Johnson, Williams and Wright  
NAYS: None (Council Member Rector was excused.)    0 
 
A RESOLUTION APPOINTING KEVIN M. HUGHES AS CITY MANAGER OF THE CITY OF 
SUFFOLK 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMENTS  
 
Utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, Communications Director Jennifer Moore provided a report on the 
following: ribbon cuttings for The Yoga Room, The Real Estate Group and The Greater Works 
Community Ministries Garden of Eat’n; the selection of Suffolk Public Library employees Keirstin 
Winslow and Emma Daugherty for the 2026 Virginia Library Leadership Academy; the Suffolk Parks 
and Recreation Department’s Eggstravaganza; the Suffolk Authors Festival; and Saint Patrick’s Day 
River Cleanup at Constant’s Wharf Park and Marina.  
 
Council Member Wright summarized a constituent outreach event in the Sleepy Hole Borough.  
 
Council Member Wright acknowledged the Non-Agenda Speakers in attendance. 
 
Council Member Wright congratulated Kevin Hughes on his appointment as City Manager. 
 
Council Member Wright opined about Women’s History Month and Agriculture Month. 
 
Council Member Williams congratulated Kevin Hughes on his appointment as City Manager. 
 
Council Member Williams extended his condolences to Roshawn Holland on the loss of sister and to the 
family of the late Steven Perry. 
 
Council Member Williams invited the public to a town hall in the Whaleyville Borough.  
 
Council Member Bennett acknowledged the non-agenda speakers in attendance and the State of 
Agriculture 2026 Update and the presentation of the “National Agriculture Month” proclamation.  
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Council Member Bennett announced that he attended the “Feed My People” event with Dr. Anita 
Lawrence. 
 
Council Member Bennett congratulated Kevin Hughes on his appointment as City Manager.  
 
Council Member Bennett reported various maintenance issues in Cypress Borough. 
 
Council Member Johnson opined about the observance of Agriculture Month and development.  
 
Council Member Bennett opined about the murals on loan from the Virginia African American Cultural 
Center displayed on the former Phoenix Bank Building. 
 
Vice Mayor Ward reported that he attended the Western Tidewater Community Services Board Crisis 
Center Groundbreaking.  
 
Vice Mayor Ward reported he attended the Whaleyville Town Hall Meeting.  
 
Mayor Duman announced that he attended the following: the YMCA of South Hampton Roads Film 
Premiere and Annual Meeting; the ribbon cutting for The Real Estate Group; the Suffolk Sister Cities 
International’s Young Artists, Authors and Musicians Awards, and the Black History Month celebration 
at Temple Beth El.  
 
Mayor Duman opined about the murals on loan from the Virginia African American Cultural Center 
displayed on the former Phoenix Bank Building and downtown development. 
 
Mayor Duman reported that he attended the Western Tidewater Community Service Board’s Crisis 
Center Groundbreaking. 
 
Council Member Williams, on a motion seconded by Council Member Wright, moved to adjourn, by the 
following vote: 
 
AYES:  Vice Mayor Ward, and Council Members Bennett,    6 

Butler Barlow, Johnson, Williams and Wright   
NAYS: None (Mayor Duman did not vote, and Council Member Rector  

was excused.)        0 
 
There being no further business to come before City Council, the regular meeting was adjourned at          
7:41 p.m.      
 

 
 
Teste:  ____________________________________________ 
  Erika S. Dawley, MMC, City Clerk  
 

 
Approved:  _________________________________________ 

        Michael D. Duman, Mayor 
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Work Session of the Suffolk City Council was held in the City Council Chamber, 442 West Washington 
Street, on Wednesday, March 18, 2026, 4:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT 
Council Members - 
Michael D. Duman, Mayor, presiding 
Lue R. Ward, Jr., Vice Mayor  
Leroy Bennett 
Shelley Butler Barlow 
Timothy J. Johnson 
John T. Rector 
LeOtis L. Williams 
Ebony N. Wright 
 
Erika S. Dawley, City Clerk 
William E. Hutchings, Jr., City Attorney 
Kevin M. Hughes, City Manager 
 
ABSENT 
None 
 
FISCAL YEAR 2025-2026 CITY PROFILE & STATISTICAL DIGEST PRESENTATION 
 
Utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, Finance and Budget Director Stephanie Wells gave a report about 
the above referenced item. 
 
DETENTION CENTER OVERVIEW 
 
Utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, City Manager Hughes gave a report about the above referenced 
item. 
 
Referring to the presentation, Mayor Duman asked whether a City Council vote was needed to approve 
staff correspondence to applicable property owners. City Attorney Hutchings advised a vote would be 
needed if there is opposition; otherwise, the unanimous consent of City Council would be sufficient.  
 
Referring to the presentation, Mayor Duman sought confirmation that the correspondence will be sent to 
warehouses in the M-2 zoning districts. City Manager Huges clarified that the notices will be sent to 
those owners of warehouses, which are more than 100,000 square feet, in the M-2 districts,  
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CLOSED MEETING 
 
City Clerk Dawley presented the Closed Meeting motion for City Council’s consideration:  
 

1. Pursuant to Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711(A)(1), the discussion, consideration, or 
interviews of prospective candidates for appointment and the assignment, appointment, and 
performance of specific public officers or appointees of the City, specifically the 
appointments as shown on the attached list for vacancies or term expirations for the 
Downtown Advisory Committee, Early Childhood Development Commission, Human 
Services Advisory Board, Local Board of Building Code Appeals, The Planning Council, 
Senior Services of Southeastern Virginia Board of Directors, and the Tidewater Youth 
Services Commission.  

 
Council Member Bennett, on a motion seconded by Council Member Rector, moved that City Council 
convene in a closed meeting for the above-mentioned purposes, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Mayor Duman, Vice Mayor Ward, and Council Members Bennett,  

Butler Barlow, Johnson, Rector, Williams and Wright  8 
NAYS: None          0 
 
City Council convened in Closed Meeting at 4:20 p.m. The Closed Meeting concluded at 4:29 p.m.  
 

 
 
Teste:  ____________________________________________ 
  Erika S. Dawley, MMC, City Clerk  
 
 
 
Approved:  _________________________________________ 

        Michael D. Duman, Mayor 
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Regular Meeting of the Suffolk City Council was held in the City Council Chamber, 442 West 
Washington Street, on Wednesday, March 18, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT 
Council Members - 
Michael D. Duman, Mayor, presiding 
Lue R. Ward, Jr., Vice Mayor  
Leroy Bennett 
Shelley Butler Barlow  
Timothy J. Johnson 
LeOtis L. Williams 
Eboni N. Wright  
John T. Rector 
 
Erika S. Dawley, City Clerk 
William E. Hutchings, Jr., City Attorney 
Kevin M. Hughes, City Manager 
 
ABSENT 
None 
 
CALL TO ORDER/INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
 
Mayor Duman called the meeting to order. Council Member Butler Barlow offered the Invocation and 
led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   
 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT CERTIFICATION 
 
City Clerk Dawley presented a resolution certifying the Closed Meeting of March 18, 2026, pursuant to 
Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended. 
 
Council Member Williams, on a motion seconded by Council Member Johnson, moved to approve the 
resolution, as presented, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Mayor Duman, Vice Mayor Ward, and Council Members Bennett,  8 

Butler Barlow, Johnson, Rector, Williams and Wright   
NAYS: None           0 
 
A RESOLUTION OF CERTIFICATION OF THE CLOSED MEETING OF MARCH 18, 2026, 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 2.2-3712 OF THE CODE OF VIRGINIA (1950), AS AMENDED 
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APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 
Council Member Butler Barlow, on a motion seconded by Vice Mayor Ward, moved to approve the 
minutes from the November 19, 2025, Regular Meeting and December 3, 2025, Work Session and 
Regular Meeting, as presented, by the following roll call vote:  
 
AYES:  Mayor Duman, Vice Mayor Ward, and Council Members Bennett,   8 

Butler Barlow, Johnson, Rector, Williams and Wright   
NAYS: None            0 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
Special Presentation - Virginia 250 Suffolk Events 
 
Utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, Tourism Development Manager Theresa Earles gave a report on the 
above referenced topic. 
 
REMOVAL OF ITEMS FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA AND ADOPTION OF THE 
AGENDA 
 
City Manager Hughes announced that there was a request to continue Item #13 to the April 15, 2026, 
City Council meeting - an ordinance to rezone and amend the official zoning map of the City of Suffolk 
to change the zoning from B-2, General Commercial Zoning District, to RU-18, Residential Urban-18 
(Conditional) Zoning District for property located at 1700 and 1802 N. Main Street, Zoning Map 25, 
Parcel 45A, and Zoning Map 26E, Parcel F*G*PT*J, and add conditions for the parcel zoned MUD, 
Mixed Use Development Overlay District, Zoning Map 25, Parcel 45E, Account Numbers 253066200, 
253067100, AND 254001810; RZN2025-004 (Conditional) (This item was continued from the February 
18, 2026, City Council meeting.)  
 
Mayor Duman announced that he had a personal interest in the applicant’s business, NVR, Incorporated,  
doing business as Ryan Homes, and he disqualified himself from participating in any transaction related 
to RZN2025-004.  
 
Council Member Johnson, on a motion seconded by Council Member Wright, moved to continue 
consideration of Item #13 to the April 15, 2026, City Council meeting, by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Vice Mayor Ward, and Council Members Bennett, 

Butler Barlow, Johnson, Rector, Williams and Wright    7 
NAYS: None           0 
ABSTAIN: Mayor Duman          1 
 
Council Member Rector, on a motion seconded by Council Member Williams, moved to adopt the 
remainder of the agenda, as presented, by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Mayor Duman, Vice Mayor Ward, and Council Members Bennett, 

Butler Barlow, Johnson, Rector, Williams and Wright    8 
NAYS: None           0 
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AGENDA SPEAKERS  
 
There were no speakers under this portion of the agenda. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
There were no items under this portion of the agenda. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Public Hearing - An ordinance to amend Section 31-406 and Section 31-702 of the Unified 
Development Ordinance of the City of Suffolk, Virginia; OTA2026-001 
 
Utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, Planning and Community Development Director Kevin Wyne 
provided a summary of the background information as printed in the official agenda. 
 
Wendy Cohen, 955 Cherry Grove Road North, representing self, spoke in support of the proposed 
ordinance, as presented. 
 
Hearing no additional speakers, the public hearing was closed. 
 
Council Member Butler Barlow, on a motion seconded by Council Member Bennett, moved to approve 
the ordinance, as presented, by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Mayor Duman, Vice Mayor Ward, and Council Members Bennett, 

Butler Barlow, Johnson, Rector, Williams and Wright    8 
NAYS: None           0 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 31-406 AND SECTION 31-702 OF THE UNIFIED 
DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA; OTA2026-001 
 
Public Hearing - An ordinance to amend Section 31-701(c) and Appendix A of the Unified 
Development Ordinance of the City of Suffolk, Virginia; OTA2026-002 
 
Utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, Planning and Community Development Director Wyne provided a 
summary of the background information as printed in the official agenda. 
 
Claudia Lee, no house number provided, Indian Trail, opined about the exclusion of solar farms from 
the proposed ordinance. 
 
Hearing no additional speakers, the public hearing was closed. 
 
Council Member Wright asked about the exclusion of solar farms from the proposed ordinance. 
Planning and Community Development Director Wyne explained that solar farms in the agricultural 
areas may not be close enough to fire suppression infrastructure in the case of an emergency. He 
concluded that manufacturers are already on City water for fire suppression. 
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Council Member Wright asked whether people who want to store batteries on site would need a 
conditional use permit. Planning and Community Development Director Wyne said that use would be a 
permitted accessory use.  
 
Council Member Wright inquired about the impact on the area adjacent to Florence Bowser Elementary 
School. Planning and Community Development Director Wyne advised that area is zoned M-1 and 
would not be included in the proposed Ordinance Text Amendment.  
 
Referring to the presentation, Council Member Johnson solicited information about the beneficiaries of 
the proposed ordinance. City Manager Hughes advised the ordinance is applicable to manufacturing 
businesses that are heavy energy users. 
 
Referring to the presentation, Council Member Rector asked about the ramifications if the proposed 
ordinance did not pass. Planning and Community Development Director Wyne affirmed that battery 
storage would not be allowed anywhere if the proposed ordinance failed.  
 
Council Member Rector solicited information about the proposed ordinance’s treatment in the Planning 
Commission’s Committee on Ordinances. Planning and Community Development Director Wyne 
explained that proposed ordinance would not create a principal use but allows accessory use. 
 
Council Member Wright asked about possible legislative action at the state level. City Attorney 
Hutchings reported that a bill exists to enable battery storage as a by-right use on solar farms. 
 
Referring to the presentation, Council Member Johnson asked whether Solenis would benefit from the 
approval of the proposed ordinance. Planning and Community Development Director Wyne replied in 
the affirmative. 
 
Referring to the presentation, Mayor Duman inquired about safety and disposal concerns. Planning and 
Community Development Director Wyne said safety and disposal concerns have been addressed.  
 
Referring to the presentation, Mayor Duman surmised that the purpose of the proposed ordinance would 
be attracting manufacturing business. Planning and Community Development Director Wyne replied in 
the affirmative. 
 
Council Member Butler Barlow, on a motion seconded by Council Member Rector, moved to approve 
the ordinance, as presented, by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Mayor Duman, Vice Mayor Ward, and Council Members Bennett, 

Butler Barlow, Rector, Williams and Wright     7 
NAYS: Council Member Johnson        1 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 31-701(C) AND APPENDIX A OF THE UNIFIED 
DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA; OTA2026-002 
 
Public Hearing - An ordinance to grant a Conditional Use Permit to establish a day care (family day 
home, 5-12 children) at 302 Edward Avenue, Zoning Map 25A, Parcel 1*J3, Account Number 
250131300; CUP2026-001 
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Utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, Planning and Community Development Director Wyne provided a 
summary of the background information as printed in the official agenda. 
 
Kathleen Lynch, 302 Edward Avenue, applicant and property owner, spoke in support of the proposed 
ordinance.  
 
Hearing no additional speakers, the public hearing was closed. 
 
Council Member Wright, on a motion seconded by Council Member Williams, moved to approve the 
ordinance, with conditions as presented, by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Mayor Duman, Vice Mayor Ward, and Council Members Bennett, 

Butler Barlow, Johnson, Rector, Williams and Wright    8 
NAYS: None           0 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO GRANT A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ESTABLISH A DAY 
CARE (FAMILY DAY HOME, 5-12 CHILDREN) AT 302 EDWARD AVENUE, ZONING MAP 
25A, PARCEL 1*J3, ACCOUNT NUMBER 250131300; CUP2026-001 
 
Public Hearing - An ordinance to grant a Conditional Use Permit to establish a contractor and trade 
shop (outdoor storage and operations) use on property located along Shoulders Hill Road, Zoning Map 
20, Parcel 12, Account Number 303499000; CUP2025-015 
 
Utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, Planning and Community Development Director Wyne provided a 
summary of the background information as printed in the official agenda. 
 
Ryan Hamilton, 1128 Independence Boulevard, Virginia Beach, representing Alex Kotardies, the 
applicant and property owner, spoke in support of the proposed ordinance. 
 
Charles Lavell, 3905 Pughsville Road, representing self, opined about the consequences of development. 
 
Ryan Hamilton, 1128 Independence Boulevard, Virginia Beach, representing the applicant, spoke in 
support of the proposed ordinance. 
 
Hearing no additional speakers, the public hearing was closed. 
 
Referring to the presentation, Council Member Wright asked about enforcement of the trip limitation to 
the property. Mr. Hamilton advised that there are no tenants yet, so the number of trips is unknowable at 
this time. 
 
Referring to the presentation, Vice Mayor Ward inquired about the number of trips anticipated to travel 
on Pughsville Road. Mr. Hamilton advised there are no tenants yet, so the number of trips cannot be 
predicted at this time. 
 
Referring to the presentation, Council Member Bennett solicited information about area truck 
restrictions. City Attorney Hutchings explained the current truck restrictions in the area and concluded 
that it is not permissible to block truck access to all roads in the area. 
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Council Member Wright, on a motion seconded by Council Member Bennett, moved to approve the 
ordinance, with conditions as presented, by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Mayor Duman, Vice Mayor Ward, and Council Members Bennett, 

Butler Barlow, Johnson, Rector, Williams and Wright    8 
NAYS: None           0 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO GRANT A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ESTABLISH A 
CONTRACTOR AND TRADE SHOP (OUTDOOR STORAGE AND OPERATIONS) USE ON 
PROPERTY LOCATED ALONG SHOULDERS HILL ROAD, ZONING MAP 20, PARCEL 12, 
ACCOUNT NUMBER 303499000; CUP2025-015 
 
ORDINANCES  
 
Ordinance - An ordinance granting a two-year extension of an approved Conditional Use Permit to 
establish a public assembly (not otherwise enumerated) use on property located at 456 Barnes Road, 
Zoning Map 39, Parcel 43, Account Number 153562000; CUP2026-006 
 
Utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, Planning and Community Development Director Wyne provided a 
summary of the background information as printed in the official agenda. 
 
Council Member Johnson, on a motion seconded by Council Member Williams, moved to approve the 
ordinance, with conditions as presented, by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Mayor Duman, Vice Mayor Ward, and Council Members Bennett, 

Butler Barlow, Johnson, Rector, Williams and Wright    8 
NAYS: None           0 
 
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A TWO-YEAR EXTENSION OF AN APPROVED 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ESTABLISH A PUBLIC ASSEMBLY (NOT OTHERWISE 
ENUMERATED) USE ON PROPERTY LOCATED AT 456 BARNES ROAD, ZONING MAP 39, 
PARCEL 43, ACCOUNT NUMBER 153562000; CUP2026-006 
 
Ordinance - An ordinance to rezone and amend the official zoning map of the City of Suffolk to change 
the zoning from B-2, General Commercial Zoning District, to RU-18, Residential Urban-18 
(Conditional) Zoning District, to apply proffered conditions to property zoned Mixed Use Development 
Overlay District, MUD, and to apply proffered conditions to property zoned B-2, General Commercial 
Zoning District, for property located at 1700 & 1802 North Main Street, Zoning Map 25, Parcels 45A 
and 45E, and Zoning Map 26E, Parcel F*G*PT*J, Account Number 253066200, 253067100, and 
254001810; RZN2025-004 (Conditional) (This item was continued from the February 18, 2026, City 
Council meeting.) 
 
This item was continued to the April 15, 2026, City Council meeting. 
  
RESOLUTIONS 
 
There were no items under this portion of the agenda. 
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STAFF REPORT  
 
There were no items under this portion of the agenda. 
 
MOTIONS  
 
There were no items under this portion of the agenda. 
 
NON-AGENDA SPEAKERS 
 
Leslie Rinaldi, 3039 Gateway Drive, representing self, opined about immigration detention centers in 
the City. 
 
Cyndi Sluder, 118 Kristen Lane, representing self, expressed appreciation to the Members of City 
Council for their service.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
City Clerk Dawley presented a motion to nominate and appoint the following individuals to the 
respective positions on the Downtown Advisory Committee: 

Edward Beardsley – retail representative 
Lisa Burrell – hospitality representative 
Vance McGhee – culinary & restaurant representative 
Leonard Provost – real estate representative 
Thomas Woodward, III – professional representative 
Thomas Yannuzzi – arts & culture representative 

 
Council Member Williams, on a motion seconded by Vice Mayor Ward, moved to nominate and appoint 
the aforementioned individuals to the respective positions on the Downtown Advisory Committee, by 
the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Mayor Duman, Vice Mayor Ward, and Council Members Bennett,  8 

Butler Barlow, Johnson, Rector, Williams, and Wright   
NAYS: None          0 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMENTS  
 
Utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, Communications Assistant Director William Franklin provided a 
report on the following: ribbon cutting for everbowl; Economic Development Director Janet Days’ 
receipt of the Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities Humanitarian Award; the Suffolk Police 
Department’s Awards Ceremony; the Suffolk Police Department’s hiring event; Tourism Division’s  
receipt of the Virginia is for Lovers Trailblazer Award; the Suffolk Parks and Recreation Department’s 
Eggstravaganza; Suffolk Fire and Rescue Department’s Life Safety camps; Suffolk Public Library’s 
Battle of the Books; and the availability of the Public Safety Portal.  
 
Council Member Butler Barlow opined about immigration detention centers and zoning changes to 
allow the keeping of horses in additional districts.   
 
Council Member Bennett reported that he attended the Suffolk Police Department’s Awards Ceremony. 
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Council Member Johnson opined about the following: the Suffolk Police Department’s Awards 
Ceremony; the Tourism Division’s Picklepalooza event; Economic Development Director Days’ receipt 
of the Humanitarian Award from the Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities, and construction on 
Route 58.  
 
Council Member Wright asked for a status update on the step plan study. City Manager Hughes advised 
that the Request for Proposal has closed, and staff are reviewing the submittals. 
 
Council Member Rector opined about sidewalk connectivity on Suburban Drive.  
 
Council Member Rector said he attended the Suffolk Police Department’s Awards Ceremony.  
 
Council Member Rector extended his condolences to the family of the late William Peachy.  
 
Council Member Williams invited the public to a town hall in the Whaleyville Borough.  
 
Vice Mayor Ward opined about the Suffolk Police Department’s Awards Ceremony and Economic 
Development Director Days’ receipt of the Humanitarian Award from the Virginia Center for Inclusive 
Communities.  
 
Mayor Duman said he attended the Suffolk Police Department’s Awards Ceremony and a Chick-fil-a 
ribbon cutting.   
 
Mayor Duman extended his condolences to the family of the late William Peachy.  
 
Mayor Duman offered remarks on the shooting of Lt. Col. Brandon Shah at Old Dominion University. 
 
Council Member Williams, on a motion seconded by Council Member Wright, moved to adjourn, by the 
following vote: 
 
AYES:  Mayor Duman, Vice Mayor Ward, and Council Members Bennett,    
   Butler Barlow, Johnson, Rector, Williams and Wright   8 
NAYS: None           0 
 
There being no further business to come before City Council, the regular meeting was adjourned at          
8:04 p.m.      

 
 
Teste:  ____________________________________________ 
  Erika S. Dawley, MMC, City Clerk  
 
 
Approved:  _________________________________________ 

        Michael D. Duman, Mayor 
 
 



Agenda:   June 17, 2026, Regular Session 

Item:    Special Presentation – Elder Adult Abuse Awareness and Prevention 

Suffolk Department of Social Services request a proclamation in recognition of the “Elder Abuse 
and Awareness and Prevention Month” from June 1– 30, 2026. 

 Toya Taylor, Assistant Director of Services and Deonna Butler, Services Program Manager, and 
I will accept this proclamation. 



Removal of Items from the Consent 
Agenda and Adoption of the Agenda  



Agenda Speakers  















































































































































































































































































Resolutions  



Staff Reports 



 AGENDA: June 17, 2026, Regular Session 
 

ITEM: Motion - A motion to have the City of Suffolk’s Planning Commission draft an 
amendment to the Unified Development Ordinance to Prohibit Data Centers as a 
Use in all zoning districts 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve the motion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Non-Agenda Speakers 



New Business 



Announcements and Comments 
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